

102214 

LBSNAA 




THE MAHABHARATA 

Analysis and Index 



THE MAHABHARATA 

Analysis and Index 


BY 

EDWARD P. RICE 

Author of ‘A History of Kanarese Liteiuturf/ 


HUMPHREY MILFORD 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 

LONDON NEW YORK BOMBAY CALCUTTA MADRAS 
1934 



PRINTED IN INDIA 

AT THE WESLEY PRESS AND PUBLISHING HOUSE 
MYSORE CITY 



To 

All Who Are Interested in India’s 
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Toil and Hope for Her Brighter 
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Yo Bharatam samadhigachchhati vachyamanam 
Kim tasya Pushkara jalair abhishechanena 

Mahdbhdrata, XVIII, 5 


We Hindus represent a continuity of creed, traditions, litera¬ 
ture, philosophy, inodes of life and forms of thought, which are 
peculiar to this land. It cannot surely be for nothing that this 
peculiar favour has been shown to us under providential guidance. 
If the miraculous preservation of a few thousand Jews had a pur¬ 
pose, this more miraculous preservation of one-fifth of the human 
race is not due to chance. We are under the severe discipline of a 
high purpose. 

Mahadev Govind Ranade 


O Love Divine!—whose constant beam 
Shines on the eyes that will not see, 

And waits to bless us, while we dream 

Thou lea vest us because we turn from Thee! 

All souls that struggle and aspire, 

All hearts of prayer by Thee are lit; 

And, dim or clear. Thy tongues of fire 
On dusky tribes and twilight centuries sit. 

Nor bounds, nor clime, nor creed Thou know’st. 
Wide as our need Thy favours fall; 

The white wings of the Holy Ghost 

Stoop, seen or unseen, o’er the heads of all. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 
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FOREWORD 


It has given me great pleasure to see the 
Rev. Mr. Rice’s summary of the Mahd- 
bhdrata in print, and in excellent print, too. 
It is an admirable piece of careful and 
scholarly work, which will prove immensely 
useful to students of the Mahdbhdrata; 
and study of the Mahdbhdrata is indis¬ 
pensable for those who would learn to un¬ 
derstand the spirit and culture of ancient 
India. 


L. D. Barnett 



PREFACE 


The Mahdbhdrata is much more than an epic story of the 
heroic age of Ancient India. It is a vast repository of Hindu 
traditional lore, philosophy and legend. It has been the quarry 
from which dramatists and Purana-writers have drawn much 
of their material for fifteen centuries. It is accepted as an 
authoritative mriti by a hundred million followers of Brah- 
manical tradition. It is not the work of one author, nor 
representative of any one time, but the production of many 
generations of Brahman writers through nearly a whole 
millennium. In it have been incorporated extensive treatises on 
law, philosophy, religion and custom, together with numerous 
episodes, legends and discussions—amounting in all to four- 
fifths of its bulk, which is ‘eight times as great as that of the 
Iliadmd Odyssey put together’, and three and a half times that 
of the entire Bible. It discloses to us an age-long quest, made 
by a religiously-minded people, for a solution of the perennial 
problems of the human race with regard to the relation of man 
to the seen and unseen Universe, death and the hereafter, sin 
and sorrow, the standards of conduct, and the way to eternal 
bliss. Whatever we may think of the results arrived at, a 
knowledge of them is essential for any adequate understanding 
of the moral and religious ideals which the Hindus have 
inherited from their forefathers. Some acquaintance with 
such a record is important for all who have dealings with the 
Hindu people, whether they are servants of Government, 
educationalists, missionaries, or engaged in commercial life. 

But the very multifariousness of the contents of the epic 
makes it difficult to locate any particular incident, legend or 
discussion of which one is in search. It has often been 
described as a ‘jungle’ of information. What has been needed 
is a map of this jungle—a plan of paths and byways through 
it, which shall make its contents easily accessible. The present 
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Analysis is an attempt to meet this need. It will also make 
clear how the encyclopaedic contents of the epic have been 
articulated into the central narrative. 

The present compiler first made for his own use an abridge¬ 
ment of each of the2,009 chapters of the work, thus reducing the 
bulk to about one-tenth of the original; and then grouped the 
chapters according to the subject matter. This abridgement 
would need to be worked over again before it could be offered 
to the public; and the printing of it would have been beyond 
his financial means. But he has ventured to publish by itself 
the Analysis of Contents, in the hope that it may lighten the 
labour of future students of the epic. Those who desire a 
fuller precis can find it in German, as prepared by Prof. 
Jacobi, a work of which the present compiler had no 
knowledge till he had made some progress with his own 
attempt. 

When drawing up the Indexes, the compiler was often 
dependent on Manmatha Nath Dutt’s edition of the Sanskrit 
text, printed in Calcutta, and the same author's English 
translation. In these the numbering of the chapters occa¬ 
sionally differs from that in the editio princeps. In cases 
of apparent error, therefore, the correct reference will often 
be found in a neighbouring chapter. 

It is true that, as a result of free intercourse with the 
West and increased familiarity with Christian ideals, profound 
changes are taking place in Indian thought today. Some of 
the beliefs which in the Mahabharata are regarded as beyond 
question are now obsolescent. The deep cleavage of caste, 
for example, is being obliterated, and equality of rights and 
opportunity is being demanded for even the lowest; and 
theistic conceptions are largely displacing pantheistic ones. 
But, on the other hand, some portions of the epic, such as 
the Gitdy are cherished now as never before. And there are 
besides other portions which have long been recognized as 
belonging to the imperishable treasures of the world's litera¬ 
ture. The Epic needs to be studied as a whole, if one is to 
understand the preconceived ideas into which the Hindu has 
been bom. If this Analysis contributes, in even a small 
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measure, to bring about such an understanding, it will have 
served a useful purpose; especially will it be a satisfaction to 
the compiler if it prepare the way for that day for which 
many hope, when, by fuller knowledge of other peoples, and 
by mutual sympathy and goodwill, all differing symbolisms, 
theories, mythologies and aspirations, which in past centuries 
have been helpful to peoples in widely separated portions of 
the globe, may find their reconciliation in a unanimity of 
religious ideals, which shall transcend all those hitherto 
current, and command acceptance from the conscience of 
universal man. 

It should be noted that throughout this book the trans¬ 
literation is that employed in Monier-Williams’ Sanskrit- 
English Dictionary, except that the first palatal is here 
represented by ch, owing to a suitable single letter not being 
available. 


Hassocks, 1934 


Edward P. Rice 
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THE UNIVERSE OF BEING 

(As CONCEIVED BY THE BrAHMAN AUTHORS OF THE EPIC) 

As THE dramatis personce are drawn from all classes of 
beings in the three worlds, and the principal personages are 
of mixed terrestrial and celestial parentage, and the scene 
occasionally passes from earth to heaven, it is desirable to 
keep in view the Hindu conception of the Universe of living 
beings. These may be classified under eight heads. Accord¬ 
ing to the belief in transmigration universally accepted by 
Hindus it is possible for any individual to pass through all 
these grades, from the lowest to the highest (see XIII, 117). 

I. BRAHMAN, ATMAN, PARAMATMAN, the only 
eternally imperishable Reality—unconditioned {nirguna)^ and 
therefore unmanifest {avyakta), self-subsisting, all pervading, 
changeless, eternally placid and dispassionate. 

To lose consciousness of separate identity, and to be 
absorbed into the Atman is to attain the Brahma state, 
Brahma-padamy the highest goal of human endeavour. It 
is Moksha, or emancipation from the necessity of rebirth. 

II. THE THREE GREAT GODS—BRAHMA, 
VISHNU, Siva— for each of whom it is claimed that he is 
a Manifest, i.e. apprehensible {sa-guna) form of the Unmani¬ 
fest Atman. 

They represent different aspects or conceptions of divine 
activity; but they are nowhere spoken of as a Triad 
(Trimurti). Being personifications only, they are not sub¬ 
ject to transmigration, but disappear at each dissolution of 
the Universe, and reappear at its renewal. Although their 
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cults differ, each of these three deities is spoken of some¬ 
times as the One Supreme God. 

III. THE DEVAS—GODS OF SVARGA (OLYMPUS) 
largely personifications of natural phenomena. The princi¬ 
pal are: 

Indra (king of Svarga, of sky and rain) 

Agni (fire) 

Varuna (waters) 

Kubera (wealth) 

Vayu (wind) 

Yama (death) 

Surya (sun) 

Soma (moon) 

Asvins (twilight) 

Dharma (justice) 

Ganga-devi (Ganges) 

Attendants on the gods include Brihaspati (purohita), 
Skanda (Commander-in-Chief), Apsarases (courtesans), Gan- 
dharvas (singers), Charanas (minstrel-bards), etc. 

IV. DEMONIC POWERS, OPPONENTS OF THE 
DEVAS —ASURAS, DAITYAS, DANAVAS — perhaps 
originally non-Aryan deities. Cast out of heaven, they hid 
in earth, sea and mountains. I’hey include—Vritra (darkness, 
cloud and drought), Taraka, Rahu, Nivatakavachas, etc. 

V. SEMI-HUMAN BEINGS—YAKSHAS AND 
NAGAS. 

Yakshas, Fairy sprites, guardians of lakes and woods, 
subjects of Kubera. 

Nagas, a subterranean Serpent Race (I, 35, 57; II, 9; V, 
103) with capital Bhogavati in Naga-loka (V, 103). Chief 
names—Vasuki, Takshaka, Karkotaka, Sesha; (for other names 
see II, 9; V, 103). They are often confused with the non- 
Aryan tribe called Nagas. 

VI. GLORIFIED MORTALS—SIDDHAS AND 
SADHYAS. Dwelling in Uttara Kuru beyond the Hima¬ 
layas (VI, 7). 
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VII. MANKIND 

A. Indo-Aryans 

It is only in the fortunes of the Indo-Aryans that the 
Mahabharata is interested, and among these almost only in 
those of the Brahmans and Kshatriyas. The rest of mankind 
is only in the background of the picture. 

The Brahmans include: 

1. The Great Rishisy who have attained exalted psychic 
powers, and are able to move freely through space between 
heaven and earth and to appearand disappear at will (1,126; 
II, 80; XIII, 26; XIV, 14). They live on from age to age. 
Outstanding names are Narada, Markandeya, Vasishtha, 
Vi^vamitra, Agastya, Bhrigu, Brihaspati, Sanatsujata, Vyasa. 
See other names in II, 4, 7, 8; XII, 208; XIII, 165. 

2. Ordinary Brahmansy who are either forest-dwelling 
hermits, sacrificers and ascetics (who also are often spoken of 
as ‘rishis’) or purohitas, Vedic students and householders. 

The Kshatriyas include the rulers of the Lunar Dynasty 
and of neighbouring states, and the warrior classes. 

Of the Vaisyas (trading classes) and Madras (agricultural 
classes), few are mentioned by name. See Vidura, Dharma- 
vyadha, Tuladhara, Matanga. 

B. Non-Aryans 

1. Earlier Inhabitants of IndiOy sometimes called Dasyus 
(XII, 133) and Asuras, who are said to be ‘elder brothers’ of 
the Devas, who contended with them for the sovereignty 
(I, 19, 64; XII, 33). 

They include (1) peoples of earlier established kingdoms— 
Magadhas, Kalingas, Pandyas, etc. (See II, 14; V, 19; 
XIV, 83.) 

(2) Forest and hill tribes of lower culture—Rakshasas, 
Nishadas, Nagas, Kiratas, Chinas, Guhyakas, Barbaras, Kim- 
purushas, Kinnaras, etc. 

For Nishadas, see I, 28 f, 132, 148; III, 53; XIV, 83; for 
Kiratas and Chinas, see III, 176. 

The most prominent are the RdkshasaSy who are repre- 
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seated as ogres, fierce giants and cannibals, with power of 
illusion. That they were really ordinary human beings is 
shown by their intermarrying with Aryans (I, 5, 155); fighting 
in their armies, bearing pilgrims up the steep hill slopes 
(III, 145, 155, 158, 176; cf. VI, 6) and being able to disguise 
themselves as Brahmans (XII, 38). Some of them are highly 
virtuous (III, 157, 275). Their illusive powers may be a 
reference to their guerilla method of warfare. 

The Ndgas also are an Indian tribe, which intermarries 
with Aryans (I, 214; V, 98 f.) hut are confused with the 
mythical Serpent Race of the same name. 

The Vdnaras are represented as monkeys, a misunderstand¬ 
ing of the monkey-bannered {vdnaradhvaja) army of Kish- 
kindha in South India. 

2. Races outside India, enumerated in XII, 65 (16 peoples); 
XII, 207 (11 names). They include Yavanas, Pahlavas, 
Gandharas, Sakas, Kambojas, Chinas, etc. 

VIII. SUB-HUMAN BEINGS—THE LOWER 
ANIMALS. 
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II 


THE THREE NARRATORS 

SAUTI, vaiSampayana, sanjaya 

Throughout the epic the narrator is supposed to be Sauti, 
the pauranika, or reciter of ancient legends—the same person 
as the reputed speaker in all the eighteen Purdnas. He is 
introduced, in the opening verses, as visiting the rishis assem¬ 
bled at King Saunaka’s twelve-year sacrifice in the Naimisha 
forest (on the Gomatl river, XII, 355). He relates to them 
the legends contained in chapters 1—58. In chapters 59 and 
60 he is requested to tell the story of the Mahabharata; and 
undertakes to do so exactly as he had heard it told by 
Vaisampayana to King Janamejaya, great-grandson of Arjuna, 
at the great Snake Sacrifice at Takshasila (XVIII, 5). 

From this point (I, 61) Vaisampayana becomes the narra¬ 
tor, and continues so till the end of the epic. Sauti and 
Saunaka reveal their presence only very rarely and briefly; 
e.g. XII, 340-52; XV, 34 f.; XVIII, 5. 

But when it comes to the description of the great battle, 
Vaisampayana in his turn gives place to Sanjaya^ charioteer 
to the blind King Dhritarashtra. Sanjaya had received from 
Vyasa the supernatural power of being present, invisible, in 
every part of the battlefield and witnessing every incident. 
His report of what he sees is therefore quoted verbatim by 
Vaisampayana, and occupies the whole of Books VI (from 
chapter 4), VII, VIII, IX (except 35-54,), X (1-9); which 
amounts to a quarter of the whole epic. 

Thus we have; 

Sauti addressing King Saunaka in Upa-parvas 1—6. 

Vaisampayana addressing King Janamejaya, 7-66, 84—100. 

Sanjaya addressing King Dhritarashtra, 67-83. 
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Vaisampayana's narrative embodies not only Sanjaya’s 
account of the battle , but also long discourses by others. The 
most notable of these is the great didactic discourse of 
Bhishma to Yudhishthira, which extends nearly through the 
whole of Books XII and XIII, and constitutes about one- 
quarter of the Epic. Another long discourse is that of 
Markandeya in Book III. A third is the Bhagavad-gita, the 
discourse of Krishna and Arjuna, introduced into Sanjaya’s 
account of the battle, Book VI. 

Vaisampayana occasionally interposes in the midst of 
Sanjaya's and Sauti’s narratives, VII, 1-11; VIII, 1-9; X, 
1,2, 35-54, 63. 
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DETAILED ANALYSIS 


I. ADI-PARVA j Chapter “ 

{Chapters 1-60 are introductory, being legends ; 

related by Sauti to King ^aunaka and his | 

rishis at his twelve-year Sacrifice in the Naimisha | 
forest) I 

Upa-parvas j 

1. Anukratnanikd-parva (Table of Contents). 

Introduction of Sauti, the narrator, who 
then describes the origin, contents and 
greatness of the Mahabharata; and the merit 
to be derived from reading it. 11 


2. Parva-sangraha-parva (List of Sections). 

Previous history of the battlefield, and 
account of the divisions of an ‘army* 
(akshauhini). 

List of the 18 parvas and the 100 upa- 
parvas; and summary of their contents. 

Further praise of the Mahabharata. 


2 


270 


3. Paushya-parva. 

How King Janamejaya was cursed by 
Sarama, and averted the curse. 

Of how Rishi Ayoda tested his three 
disciples, Aruni, Upamanyu and Veda. 

How Veda’s pupil Uttanka obtained the 
ear-rings of Paushya’s queen, and, after losing 
them, recovered them from the realm of the 
Nagas(cf. XIV, 56-58). 


31 661 
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4. Pauloma-parva. 

Before continuing his stories to the rishis 
Sauti waits for Saunaka. 

The history of the Bhdrgavas. I 

Of Chyavana: 

How Puloma, Bhrigu’s wife, was carried 
off by a Rakshasa, and appealed to Agni. 

How Chyavana was bom, and Agni was 
cursed by Bhrigu. 

The effects of the curse, and how they 
were averted. 

OfRuru: j 

How his bride was killed by a ‘snake,’ | 
and how he gave up half his life to revive her. | 

How he vowed to kill every ‘snake,’ and I 
was prevented from killing a harmless snake, j 
who advised him to learn the storyof Astika. I 

5. Astika-parva. 

How Jaratkaru, the celibate, was led to | 
marry the sister of Vasuki, the Serpent King, | 
and became father of Astika. | 

How Garuda was born of Vinata, and j 
1,000 snakes of her co-wife Kadru. i 

The Churning of the Ocean, and the 
acquisition of the ambrosia by the Devas. 

How Vinata was enslaved by Kadru, and 
how Garuda, to end his mother’s servitude, 
carried off the ambrosia. 

Of the great ‘snakes,’ and how they pre¬ 
pared to stop Janamejaya’s ‘snake’ sacrifice. 

How Parikshit was killed by the ‘snake’ 
Takshaka, and Janamejaya resolved to avenge 
his death. 

Jaratkaru’s story retold, as in chapters 
13-15. 

The story of Parikshit’s death retold, as 
in chapters 41-4. 


Chapter 

4 

5 

6 
7 

8,9 

10-12 

I 

13-15 

16 

17-19 

20-34 

35-40 

41-44 

45-48 

49-50 


Initial 

Verse 

851 

863 

897 

911 

939 

986 

1020 

1069 

1094 

1189 

1546 

1692 

1813 

1933 
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Adi-parva 


Janamejaya^s snake sacrifice, and how it chapter vSse*' 
was stopped by Astika. 51-58 2015 

6. Adivamsdvatarana parva (the celestial 

origin of the dynasty). 

Sauti consents to tell the story of the 
Mahabharata, as narrated by Vai^ampayana 
to King Janamejaya at his snake sacrifice. 59, 60 2198 

(The main story of the Epic here begins, as told ' 

by Vaiiampdyana to King Janamejaya at his I 

Snake Sacrifice at TakshaHldf ! 

A brief outline of the story, which leads | 

to a request for a full account. 61, 62 ^ 2231 

The birth of the chief actors in the story, 
who are either incarnations of devas and asuras, 
or of other than ordinary mortal parentage. 63, 64' 2334 

7. Sambhava-parva (the lineage and birth of 

the chief actors in the story). i 

The origin and genealogy of the different | 
orders of beings, from the devas downwards. | 65-67 j 2509 

The Story of Dushyanta and ^akuntald. I 
King Dushyanta, hunting in a forest, meets | i 

and weds Sakuntala, the foster-daughter of the i 

rishi Kanva, and she bears him a son, Bharata. I 

When afterwards she comes to court he dis- i 

owns her. She pleads her case in two noble ! 

and dignified speeches, and finally a celestial 
voice attests the truth of her statements. 68-74; 2799 

The Early History of the Lunar Dynasty | 

(1) From Prajapati Daksha to Yayati. 75 | 3126 

(2) Of Yayati (76-93). | 

How Kacha, son of Brihaspati, obtained 

for the devas, from the Danava rishi 
Sukra, the knowledge of the art of reviving 
the dead. 76, 77 3183 

How Yayati wedded DevayanI, the 
daughter of Sukra (from whom sprang the 
Pauravas) and also her princess-maid, j 
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Sarmishtha (from whom sprang the 
Yadavas). 

How Yayati exchanged his decrepitude 
for his son’s youth. 

How he fell from heaven through pride, 
and re-ascended thither through the merit 
of four rishis, his kinsmen. 

(3) From Puru to the birth of Santanu 
(Mahabhisha). 

(4) Of Santanu’s son (Bhishma) and 
grandsons (Dhritarashtra, Pandu and Vidura) 
(96-110). 

How the eight Vasus, cursed by 
Vasishtha, were born as sons of Santanu 
and Ganga, but only one (Bhishma) was 
allowed to live. 

How Bhishma renounced his claim to 
the sovereignty, and took a vow of celibacy, 
and so obtained Satyavati to be his father’s 
bride; of whom Chitrangada and Vichitra- 
virya were born. 

How when Chitrangada and Vichitra- 
virya both died childless, Vyasa, Satyavati’s 
son by Parasara, raised up offspring for 
his half-brother (Vichitravirya), and thus 
Dhritarashtra, Pandu and Vidura were 
born. 

How Vidura was an incarnation of 
Dharma, (the god of Justice), who had 
been cursed by a rishi to be born as the 
son of a Sudra woman, because he had 
been guilty of injustice. 

Bhishma’s virtuous rule, and his ar¬ 
rangements for the marriage of his three 
nephews. 

(5) The sons of Pandu and Dhritarashtra 
(111-24). 

How Pandu married two wives (a) 


Chapter 

78-83 
84,85 

86-93 
94, 95 


j 96-99 i 

; I 

: 100 

i 

! 

j 

101-106 


107,108 
109, 110 


10 


Initial 
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3279 

3466 

3535 

3691 


3843 

3968 

4067 

4305 

4337 

4337 



Adi-parva 


Kunti, who had had a previous son, Karna, ' chapter j 
by Surya, and (b) MadrI; and how, after a i | 

prosperous reign, he retired to the forest. 1111-114 1 
Dhritarashtra's hundred sons, and the | 

birth of the five Pandavas from Pandu's 
two wives by celestials. 115-1241 

(6) Pandu’s death and funeral obsequies. 125-127 1 

(7) The beginning of animosity between | 

the two families. j 

The early enmity of Duryodhana against 
the five Pandavas; his attempt to kill i 

Bhima, and w^hat befell Bhima in the 128-129: 
subterranean land of the Nagas. 

(8) The birth of the great archer Kripa, ' 

and of his sister Kripa (adopted as children 130 
by Santanu). 

(9) The story of Drona (131-139). 

How when his companion, Drupada, on 

coming to the throne of the Northern 
Panchalas, repudiated his friendship, he 
became instructor to the Kauravas and ' 

Pandavas. 131 

How Arjuna surpassed all his com- | ! 

panions in the use of arms, and cruelly j • 

rid himself of a Nishada rival. ; 132-133 1 


Initial 

V^ERSE 

4382 

4483 

4866 

4964 

5071 

5134 

5211 


How at a great tournament, Arjuna was j i 

pronounced the victor, and Karna’s chal- I | 

lenge was disallowed. i 134-137 j 5312 

How Drona got Arjuna to conquer | 

Drupada^s kingdom, and annexed half of it. I 138 5444 

Yudhishthira is installed as heir-ap- | 
parent, and Arjuna receives from Drona ; 
the Brahmasiras weapon. | 139 5517 

Dhritarashtra’s minister, Kanika, counsels | 
him to destroy the Pandavas by craft, with- | 
out ruth or scruple, and by w^ay of illustra- j 
tion tells how a jackal got rid of four ; 
rivals, j 140 5543 
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8. Jatugriha-parva (the house of lac). 

The attempted burning of the Pandavas in 

a house of lac, and their escape. 

The simulated grief of the Kauravas; and 
the hardships of the Pandavas in the forest. 

9. Hidimha ~ vadha - parva (the slaying of 

Hidimba). 

Bhima slays the Rakshasa Hidimba, and 
weds his sister Hidimba, of whom is born 
Ghatotkacha. 152 - 1 561 

10. Baka ~ vadha - parva (the slaying of 

Baka). 

Bhima,while living in disguise at Ekachakra, 
slays the cannibal Rakshasa Baka and frees 
the neighbourhood from his tyranny. 1 157-164 1 


Chapter 

141-149 
150, 151 


11. Chaitraratha-parva (concerning Chitra- 

ratha). 

Drupada seeks to obtain a son to overcome 
Drona. Dhrishtadyumna and Draupadi 
Krishna are born to him, from the sacrificial 
fire and altar respectively. 

The Pandava brothers set out to attend 
Draupadi’s svayamvara, but are opposed on 
the way by the Gandharva king, Chitraratha 
Angaraparna, whom Arjuna overcomes. 

Chitraratha relates many stories to Arjuna 
(chaps. 171-82): 

How King Samvarana married Tapati, 
and by her became the father of Kuru. 

How Visvamitra, king of Kanyakubja, 
tried to seize Vasishtha’s cow,Kamadhenu, 
and, failing, turned ascetic and became a 
Brahman. 

How King Kalmashapada was cursed 
by VasishAa’s son to become a cannibal, 
and began by devouring Vasishtha’s one 


165-167 


168-1701 


171-173 


!174, 175 
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Adi-parva 


hundred sons, and how Va^ishtha freed | chapter 
the king from the curse. jl76, 177 6696 

How Vasishtha’s grandson, Parasara, was j 
prevented from destroying the whole ! 
creation to avenge his father’s death, by I 
hearing the story of Aurva, the Bhargava. ,178--181 6792 

Why King Kalmashapada appointed | 

Va^ishtha to beget a child on the queen, j 182 6888 

By the advice of the Gandharva, the Panda- | | 

vas make Dhaumya of Utkachaka their puro- 1 | 

hita, and, bidding farewell to Chitraratha, set ! I 

out, disguised as Brahmans, for the svayam- | j 

vara of the Panchala princess. 183 ■ 6913 


12. Svayamvara-parva (the bride’s choice). ! j 

Arjuna beats all competitors, and a tumult | 

arises, because the princes resent the giving | | 

of Draupadi to any but a Kshatriya. 1184-190 i 6925 

Kunti unwittingly bids the five brothers • I 

share the bride in common. They are visited i 
by their cousins, Krishna and Balarama, who | 

had penetrated their disguise. 191, 192 ! 7131 

13. Vaivdhika-parva (the wedding). | j 

Drupada discovers that the five brothers i ! 

are the Pandava princes. | I 

Vyasa reconciles him to allowing his | 

daughter to have five husbands, and explains : | 

that they are incarnations of the five Indras, | | 

and Draupadi an incarnation of Lakshmi. 1193-197; 7174 
The wedding festivities. 198, 199; 7329 


14. Vidura- gamana- parva (the visit from ! i 

Vidura). I i 

The Kauravas, having found the Pandavas | 
to be still alive, hold a council, and send ! 

Vidura to mvite them toreturn toHastinapura. 200-206 7366 

15. Rdjyalabha-pawa (the attainment of 

royal power). 
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The Pandavas receive half the Kingdom, chapter 
and make their capital at Khandavaprastha. 207 7545 

Narada advises them to take precautions 
against dissension about Draupadi, telling 
them the story of Sunda and Upasunda. j 208-2121 7596 

16. Arjuna-vanavdsa-pan^a (Arjuna’s volun¬ 

tary exile for twelve years). 

The reason of Arjuna’s exile. 213 i 7743 

He yields to the solicitation of UlupT, a 
Naga maiden. 214! 7776 

Visiting the tirthas of the north country 
and of the east coast, he comes to Manipura, 
where he weds the Princess Chitrangada 
(see XIV, 79-81). 215 7812 

He frees five tirthas on the southern sea 
from crocodiles. '216, 217 | 7839 

He travels up the West Coast to Krishna’s 
capital, Dwaravati. 218 I 7885 

17. Subhadrd-harana-parva (the rape of 

Subhadra). 

At a festival, Arjuna, with Krishna’s conni¬ 
vance, carries off Krishna’s sister, Subhadra. 219, 2201 7906 

18. liarandharana-parva (the capture of 
the captor). 

Arjuna is brought back to Dwaravati, and 
duly married to Subhadra. The birth to 
them of Abhimanyu. Draupadi bears five 
sons. 221 7963 

19. Khdndava-dahana-parva (the burning of 

the Khandava Forest). 

Why Agni wished to burn the forest, and 
how he had failed in previous attempts 
owing to Indra’s protection of it. 222, 223 8050 

Agni secures the aid of Arjuna and Krishna, 
and gives them celestial weapons. 224,225 8157 

The burning of the forest, and the defeat 
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oflndra; only six creatures (A^vasena, Maya, i chapher j 
and four Sarngikas) escaped destruction. 1226-228! 

How the four Sarngikas (bird offspring of j 

a rishi) preserved their lives. 229-233 1 

Boons and celestial weapons are given to j 

the victors. 2341 

(Some texts make chaps. 228-234 a | 

separate parva— Maya-darsana-parva.) | j 
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8211 

8331 


8461 


II. SABHA-PARVA 

20. Sabhd-kriya-parva (the erection of the 

durbar hall). 

Maya builds YudhishAira a magnificent 
assembly hall. 

21. Lokapdla-sabhdkhydna-parva (the halls 

of the celestials). 

Narada visits Yudhishthira, and inquires 
after the welfare of the kingdom. 

He describes the halls of Indra, Yama, j 
Varuna and Kubera and that of Brahma. I 
He delivers a message from Pandu in the | 
other world, bidding Yudhishthira perform i 
the Rajasuya sacrifice. j 

22. Rdjasuydrambha-parva (deliberations 

prior to performing the sacrifice). 
Yudhishthira, doubting his ability, consults 
many people. 

Krishna tells him it will be possible only 
if he first compasses the death of Jarasandha, 
who was preparing to sacrifice one hundred 
kings to Siva. 

The history of Jarasandha—how he was 
born in two halves—and concerning his 
great might. 
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23. Jardsandha-vadha-parva (the slaying of 

Jarasandha). 

Jarasandha is slain in single combat by 
Bhima. 

24. DigDijaya-pawa (surrounding nations 

subdued and imperial sovereignty 
established). 

Yudhishthira’s brothers go in different 
directions, reduce all kings to obedience, reach 
the four seas, and return with great wealth. 

25. Rdjasuyika-parva (commencement of 
the sacrifice). 

Royal guests arrive, and notably Krishna, 
here for the first time introduced as the 
incarnate Hari, the origin and goal of all 
things; and the arrangements for the sacrifice 
are proceeded with on a vast scale. 

26. Arghdharana-parva (the priority of 

Krishna opposed by Sisupala). 

The presentation of the argha to Krishna 
first is opposed by Sisupala, who prepares to 
obstruct the sacrifice. 

27. Sisupdla • vadha ~ parva (the slaying of 

Sisupala). 

Si^upala denounces Krishna, and reviles 
Bhishma, who supports him. 

Bhishma tells the story of Sisupala, and his 
foredoomed death at Krishna^s hand. The 
altercation continues. 

Sisupala challenges Krishna, who de¬ 
nounces and then slays him, and the sacrifice 
is completed. 

28. Dyuta-parva (the gambling match). 
Vyasa visits Yudhishthira, and warns him 

of disaster impending in thirteen years. 
Yudhishthira vows to live for others. 
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Duryodhana and Sakuni, envious of the 
Pandavas* prosperity, plot to cheat Yudhish- 
thira of his wealth in a game with dice. 

In spite of Vidura*s opposition, Dhritara- 
shtra consents to it as ordained by Fate. 

Dhritarashtra's vacillation and final con¬ 
sent told at greater length. 

Yudhishthira accepts the challenge, and 
stakes in succession his wealth, his kingdom, 
his brothers, himself, and finally Draupadi, 
and loses them all. 

Draupadi questions the legality of the 
claim upon her, and is supported by Vidura 
and Vikarna, but gets no redress. She is dis¬ 
honourably treated by Duhsasana and Duryo¬ 
dhana. Bhima vows vengeance. Dhritarashtra 
in alarm restores the Pandavas their liberty. 


Chapeer 

47, 481 
49 
50-57 

I 

58-65 j 


I 

66-73 I 


29. Amdyuta-parva (the second gambling 
match). 

Yudhishthira recalled to a second match, j 
loses again, and submits himself and his | 
brothers to thirteen years* exile. ! 

Duhsasana’s exultation; the Pandavas*vows | 
of revenge. | 

Dhritarashtra*s forebodings of coming ! 
doom. I 

Drona assumes the management of the | 
Kaurava State. | 


74-76; 


77-81 


III. VANA-PARVA 

30. Aranya-parva (the departure to the 
forest). 

Amid the regrets of the citizens, the Pan¬ 
davas set out for the forest. A Brahman, 
named Saunaka, comforts them by discours- 
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Initial 

Verse 

1 


ing on the nobility of a life of detachment 
from the world. 

Surya, appealed to, gives the Pandavas an 
inexhaustible bowl, whence they will be able 
to provide food for themselves and the Brah¬ 
mans. 

Divided counsels at Hastinapura. Vidura 
advises the recall of the Pandavas; but Duryo- 
dhana and his associates plot to slay them, 
and are only prevented by Vyasa. 

31. Kirmtra ‘ vadha • parva (the slaying of 

Kirmira). 

How Bhima slew the Rakshasa Kirmira in 
the Kamyaka forest and the Pandavas enter 
Dwaitavana. 

32. Arjundbhigamana • parva (the departure 

of Arjuna). 

Krishna visits the Pandavas and explains 
that the reason why he was absent from the 
Gambling Match was that he was engaged in 
war with Salva. 

The Pandavas settle in the Dwaitavana 
forest, and are visited by the rishis Markan- 
deya and Baka Dalbhya. 

Draupadi upbraids Yudhishthira for his 
weakness in always forgiving. He upholds 
forgiveness as a virtue. She also impugns 
the justice of Providence, arguing that all 
happens by chance; and she urges him to 
fight to regain his kingdom. Bhima supports 
her. 

Vyasa imparts to YudhishAira and Yudh¬ 
ishthira to Arjuna, the knowledge of prati- 
mriti, to enable the latter to obtain celestial 
weapons from the gods. 

Arjuna sets out and crosses the Himalayas, 
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where he meets Indra, disguised as an ascetic, 

Chapter 

Initial 

Verse 

who bids him see Siva. 

73 

1456 

33. Kirdta-parva (of Arjuna’s meeting with 
Siva in guise of a hunter). 

Siva, disguised as a hunter (kirata), fights 
with Arjuna. He afterwards reveals his 
identity, and gives Arjuna the Pasupata 
weapon, and bids him go up to Svarga. 

38-40 

1516 

The four Lokapalas give Arjuna other 
weapons. 

411 

1664 

34. Indralokdbhigamana-parva (Arjuna’s visit 
to Indraloka). 

Arjuna spends five years with Indra in 
Svarga. There he is tempted by Urva^I, but 
refuses her advances as being his ancestress. 

42-46 

1714 

The rishi Lomasa visits Indra, and is sent 
by him to give Yudhishthira news of Arjuna, 
and to advise him to visit the tirthas. 

47 

1879 

Dhritarashtra, hearing of Arjuna’s visit to 
Indra and of Krishna’s promised help to the 
Pandavas, utters gloomy forebodings of the 
future. The life of the Pandavas in the forest. 

48-57 

1914 

35. Nalopdkhydna-parva (the story of Nala 

i 



and DamayantI). 

To show Yudhishthira that he is not the 
most unfortunate of mortals, the rishi Brihad- 
asva tells him the story of the misfortunes 
and recovery of Nala and Damayanti (52—79). 

(1) Nala, the Nishada king, and Dama¬ 
yanti, the daughter of Bhima, king of 
Vidarbha, fall in love with one another 
through reports brought by a golden swan. 
At her svayamvara, she chooses Nala in 
preference even to four devas; and they 
are happily wedded (53-57). 

(2) Kali, the spirit of evil, being 
envious, finds means, after twelve years, to 
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enter into Nala to cause him misfortune, chapter 
Nala loses his kingdom and all possessions 
except Damayanti, in a game of dice with 
his brother. Nala and Damayanti then 
wander forth, all but naked, till ultimately 
Nala thinks it best to desert Damayanti 
and let her find her way home to her 
relatives. But each continues to pine for 
the other (58-62). 

(3) After a long series of dangers and 
misfortunes, Damayanti reaches the capital 
of the Chedi kings, and is taken into the 
service of the queen (63—65). 

(4) Meanwhile Nala, bitten by a snake, 
has his appearance entirely altered, and 
obtains a post as charioteer to King Ritu- 
parna of Ayodhya, under the name of 
Bahuka (66, 67). 

(5) Damayanti is discovered by one of 
her father’s emissaries and restored to 
him. She learns through scouts that 
Bahuka is much affected by the story of 
her misfortunes (68-70). 

(6) Damayanti gives out that she is 
going to have another svayamvara. Ritu- 
parna comes to it, driven by Bahuka. Nala 
is restored to his natural appearance, and 
reunited to his wife (71—76). 

(7) Nala, having become an expert at 
dice, now challenges his brother, and, 
winning, recovers his kingdom and wealth 
(77-79). 
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36. Tirthaydtrd-parva (the tour of the sacred 
bathing places). 

Narada visits the Pandavas, and enumerates 
some 300 tirthas, and the merit of visiting 
them. 
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Dhaumya makes another enumeration of chapter ^verse*' 
the tirthas, distinguishing those in the east, 
west, south and north. 86-90 j 8276 

Rishi Loma^a brings news of Arjuna, and 
promises to accompany the Pandavas to the 
tirthas. He also explains that the prosperity 
of the wicked is only temporary. 91-94 8407 

The Pandavas with Lomasa make a visita¬ 
tion of the tirthas (95-156). 95-156 

Arriving at the hermitage of Agastya, 
they hear the story of how that rishi 
married Lopamudra, and how he killed 
the Daitya Vatapi. 95-99a 8510 

At Bhrigu-tirtha Lomasa relates how 
Jamadagnya Rama lost for a time his might 
by opposing Rama the son of Dasaratha, 
and how he regained it at that tirtha. 99b j 8649 

And how Agastya drank the waters of 
the ocean to expose the wicked Kalakeyas 
who were hiding in it; and how by craft 
he stopped the growing of the Vindhya 
mountains. 100-105 8689 

Of Sagara and his sons, and how Ganga 
descending from heaven refilled the ocean, 
and by her sacred waters redeemed Sa- 
gara’s sons. 106-109 8825 

Of the wonderful Hemakuta mountain. HOa 9968 

Of the Kausiki river, and the story of how 
Rishya^ringa, the hermit who had never 
seen a woman, was brought away to Anga. 110b- 9988 

Visit to Mount Mahendra, and the story 113 

of Rama Jamadagnya—his mingled Brah¬ 
man and Kshatriya birth; and how the 
wickedness of Arjuna Kartavirya led to 
the extermination of the Kshatriyas. 11^1171 10095 

After visiting the tirthas of the south, 
the Pandavas reach Prabhasa, where they 
converse with Krishna and Balarama. ill8-120i 10214 
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They reach the Payoshni (TaptI) and 
Narmada rivers, and hear the story of 
how Chyavana wedded Sukanya, who had 
blinded him, and how he recovered his 
sight by the aid of the Aswins and gave 
them the Soma to drink, paralysing the 
arm of Indra when he would have pre¬ 
vented it. 

At the Yamuna they hear the stories of 
Mandhatri and Somaka. 

The tirthas in and about Kurukshetra, 
and the story of Usinara, who gave his 
own flesh in place of a pigeon to feed a 
hawk (cf. 197; XIII, 32). 

At the hermitage of Uddalaka they 
hear the story of how Ashtavakra was 
born crooked, how he defeated Bandin in 
a disputation, and was restored to straight¬ 
ness at that tirtha. 

At the hermitage of Raibhya they hear 
the story of YavakrI. 

The ascent of the Himalayas (Gandha- 
madana-pravesa). 

Bhima, searching for lotuses, meets his 
brother, Hanumat, who talks of the 
history of Rama, of the four yugas, and 
the duties of the four castes, and shows 
him the form in which he leapt across 
the ocean. 

Bhima fights the Rakshasas who guard 
the Lotus Lake, where his brothers join 
him. 

Summary of their travels, and their 
return to Badari. 


Chapter 


I 

1121-125 

I 

1126-1281 

! i 

I i 


130, 131! 


132-134; 

i I 

'135-138! 

1 

1139-145' 


; 146-151i 

152-155 

156 


37. Jatdsura-vadha-parva (the slaying of 
Jatasura). 

Jatasura carries off Yudhishthira, Draupadi 
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and the twins; but Bhima slays the giant, | chapter ver^^ 
and rescues them. | 157 j 11451 

38. Yaksha-yuddha-parva (the fight with 
the Yakshas). 

The Pandavas go some way up Gandhama- , 
dana mountains to await Arjuna. |158, 159 11524 

Bhima, ascending to the summit, disperses 
the Yaksha guards, who appeal to Kubera. 

Kubera, however, shows favour to the 
Pandavas. 160-1621 11661 

Dhaumya explains how the sun, moon 
and stars move round Mount Meru, and how 
the seasons are caused. 163 : 11841 

For a month till Arjuna’s arrival, they 
enjoy the mountain scenery and the sunrises 
and sunsets. 164 11853 


39. Nivdtakavacha-parva (how Arjuna 

destroyed the Nivatakavachas). 

Arjuna arrives in Indra’s car; and on the 
morrow Indra himself pays the Pandavas a 
visit. 

Arjuna tells his experiences: 

(1) How he had fought with Siva, and 
met the Lokapalas, and lived in Amara- 
vati, and received weapons from Indra. 

(2) How, as repayment to Indra, he 
had destroyed the Nivatakavachas living 
in the ocean. 

(3) How, on his way back, he had des¬ 
troyed the Danava aerial city Hiranyapura 
and its inhabitants. 

He is prevented from exhibiting the magi¬ 
cal powers of his weapons, through warnings 
of the terrible results that would follow. 


;165, 166 11903 

165-168i 
169-1721 12079 
173, 174; 12197 
1751 12291 


40. Ajagara-parva (of the great boa or 
python). 
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The Pandavas spend four years in the chapter 
gardens of Kubera, and one year in Visakha- 
yiipa forest; and in the twelfth year of their 
forest-life return to Dwaitavana on the 
Sarasvatl. 176, 1771 

In the Visakhayupa forest Bhima is seized 
by a great boa. Yudhishthira releases him 
by answering the boa’s questions. ! 178-181' 


41. Mdrkandeya~samdsyd‘parva (Markan- i 
deya’s discourses). j 

After the rainy season, the Pandavas i 
move to the Kamyaka forest. There, first i 
Krishna, and then ever-youthful Markandeya, | 
visit them. The latter discourses to them on 
many subjects: 

(1) That the prosperity of the wicked, and 

the suffering of the righteous are compen¬ 
sated beyond the grave. ! 

(2) (In illustration of the great power of 
the Brahmans)—How the muni Arishtanemi 
Tarkshya restored his dead son to life by his 
psychic power. 

(3) How Atri argued that the king is to 
be regarded as the equal of Indra. 

(4) How Sarasvatl told Tarkshya that the 

best deed a man can do is to give cows to 
Brahmans. | 

(5) How Manu was saved by a fish at the 

Deluge. I 

(6) How Markandeya had witnessed the 

act of creation in progress. | 

(7) Of the four yugas—especially of the 

general degeneracy in the Kali Age, and the 
coming of Kalkin at its close, who will give 
the earth to the Brahmans. 1 

(8) Of Vamadeva marrying a frog prin¬ 
cess, and how his sons, refusing to return 


182, 

183a 


183b 


184 I 
1851 


1861 
187! 
188-1891 


190-1911 
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the horses of a certain Brahman, were slain or ! chapter 


paralysed by the Brahman. 192 

(9) How the long-lived rishi Baka thought 
that the chief sorrow of a long life was hav¬ 
ing to witness the injustices of Providence, 
and its chief joy the being left in peaceful 

and undisturbed contentment. 193 ! 

(10) How Narada made King Suhotra 

give precedence to King Sibi. 194; 

(11) How Yayati gave a Brahman a 

thousand cows. 195: 

(12) How King Vrishadarbha, having 
struck a Brahman, gave him a day’s revenue 

of the State as compensation. 196 

(13) How Sibi, being put to the test by 
the gods, gave his body to protect a pigeon 

from a hawk (cf. 130 f.). 197 


(14) How Sibi surpassed his brothers 
and Narada in virtue, and would enjoy the 
bliss of Svarga longer than they, for he had 
cooked, and been ready even to eat, his own 

son at a Brahman’s request. 198 i 

(15) How Indradyumna (father of Janaka) 
was older even than Markandeya himself; 
and that a man continues in heaven just as 

long as his fame endures. 199 

(16) Of a virtuous life and the way to 

reach heaven—that it consists largely in 
benevolence to Brahmans; but that outward 
religiosity without a pious heart is vain. 200 

(17) How King Kuvalasva, with the aid 
of rishi Uttanka, slew the Danava Dhundhu, 

who lived hidden in the sand of the desert. 1201-204 i 

(18) How a woman taught the Brahman 

Kauiiika that a wife’s chief duty is to her , 
husband, even before Brahmans. |!205,2061 

(19) How Kau^ika, being directed by her 
to go to a virtuous hunter (Dharmavyadha) 
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in Mithila, learned much wisdom from chapter verse^ 
him: 

(a) That it is possible to live a virtuous 
life even though one’s profession is to sell 
meat. 

(b) That sincere repentance cleanses 
from sin. 

(c) The marks of virtuous conduct. 207 13701 

(d) That there is justification for the | 

killing of animals and eating their flesh. 208 ! 13802 

(e) Concerning the law of Karma, the j 

eternity of the soul, re-incarnation and , 

emancipation. 209; 13842 

(/) Of Brahma-vidya—the elements, | 

gunas, pranas, etc., and that the relation j i 

of the soul to the senses is like that of I ! 


a charioteer to his horses. j 210-213 13898 

(g) Of the great merit of dutifulness to I 
parents, and that character is more impor- j 
tant than caste. 1214-216 i 14000 

(20) Of Angiras and the different forms | 1 

of fire—all sprung from the body of j I 

Angiras—and the various offices of each. 217-222 i 14100 

(21) OfSkanda: 

(a) His birth from Agni and Svaha, his 
rapid development pari passu with the 
waxing moon, and his adoption by the | 

Mothers of the World. 223-226 14241 

(b) How he became Indra’s general¬ 
issimo. 227, 229 14368 

(c) How there sprang from him the 
Kumaras, and the New Mothers of the 
World (both good and evil), and the spirits 
that afflict mankind (especially women and 
children) with diseases and madness; so 228 230 
that he needs to be propitiated for children. 231a 

(d) How he was honoured by Rudra, 

and slew Mahishasura. | 231b | 14520 
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(e) His names, and a hymn in his chapter 
praise. 232 

42. Draupadi-Satyabhamd-samvada-parva 
(the conversation between Draupadi 
and Satyabhama). 

Draupadi and Satyabhama (Krishna’s wife) 
talk on the duties of a loyal wife. ” 


43. Ghosha-ydtrd-parva (Duryodhana’s dis¬ 
astrous expedition). 

Duryodhana and his associates go to 
Dvaitavana, to display their magnificence and 
put the Pandavas to shame, but are taken 
prisoners by Gandharvas, and only rescued by 
the Pandavas. 

Duryodhana, through shame, vows to 
starve himself to death; but is dissuaded by 
the Daityas and Danavas. 

Karna makes a conquest of all surround¬ 
ing countries (digvijaya) for Duryodhana. 

Duryodhana, in lieu of the Rajasuya, 
performs the Vaishnava sacrifice. 


236-246i 

247-251! 


2521 
255-257: 


44. Mriga - svapnodbhava - parva ( Yudhish- 

thira’s dream of the deer). 

Yudhishthira is led by a dream to leave 
Dvaitavana and return to Kamyaka. i 

45. Vrthi-draunika^parva (of a cupful of 
rice). 

Vyasa visits the Pandavas and tells the 
story of Mudgala, who, for his charitable use 
of a mere cupful of gleanings, was offered 
felicity in Svarga, but rejected it as imper¬ 
manent. 259-261 I 


46. Draupadi-harana-parva (the attempted 
rape of Draupadi). 

Duryodhana sends the rishi Durvasas with 
10,000 disciples to expose the poverty of the 
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Pandavas, but in answer to Draupad^s prayer j Chapter 
Krishna appears and multiplies her solitary 
grain of rice to feed all. j 262-263 

Jayadratha tries to carry off Draupadi, but 
is defeated and captured. ‘264-271 

47. Jayadratha-vimokshana-parva (Jaya- 

dratha’s release;. 

Jayadratha, after humiliation, is released, 
and to avenge himself seeks the help of Siva. 272 | 

48. Rdmopakhydna (the Ramayana story). 

Markandeya, to console Yudhishthira, 

relates the story of Rama and SIta: 

(1) The birth and development of the 

principal actors. 273-276; 

(2) Rama exiled, and Sita carried off by | 

Ravana. 277-278 j 

(3) The search for Sita, and her dis- j 

covery by Hanumat. 279-282 

(4) The march on Lanka, and the slay- ! 

ing of Ravana. 283 i 

(5) Rama reunited to Sita and restored i 

to his kingdom. 290-292 ■ 

49. Pativratd - mdhdtmya - parva (a wife^s 
splendid devotion). 

Markandeya tells the story of Sdvitrty the 
devoted wife of Satyavat, who, by her love 
and wisdom, recovered her husband’s life 
from Yama after it had been taken. 293-299 i 

50. Kundald-harana-parva (how Karna lost 

his invulnerability). 

Indra deprives Karna of the invulnerable 
armour and ear-rings with which he had 
been born, and thus removes Yudhishthira’s 
chief cause of fear. Indra gives Karna a 
deadly dart, which would be fatal against a 
single enemy only. j 300-310 
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virAta-parva 

51. Aransya-parva (the search for the | chaptez 
Brahman’s fire-stick). 

Four of the Pandavas, while searching for 
a Brahman’s fire-stick, drink of an enchanted i 
lake and die. Yudhishthira, by answering 
a Yaksha’s questions, secures their restoration ■ 
to life. The Yaksha proves to be his father, 

Dharma, and promises that the Pandavas 
shall not be recognized during their period 
of incognito. 311-315 17221 


IV. virAta-parva 

52. Pdndava-pravesa-parva (the Pandava’s 
enter Virata’s capital). 

The Pandavas, in various disguises, obtain 
employment at the court of Virata, king of 
the Matsyas, 

53. Samaya-pdlana-parva (wrestling matchj. 
Bhima in a contest slays a famous wrestler. 

54. Kichaka-vadha-parva (the slaying of 

Kichaka) 

Kichaka, commander-in-chief and brother- 
in-law of the king, tries to seduce Draupadi. 
Bhima in disguise kills him, and also many of 
his clan who were wanting to cremate Drau¬ 
padi along with Kichaka’s corpse. 

55. Go-harana-parva {th^ cattle-lifting raid). 
Su^arma, king of the Trigartas, a con¬ 
federate of Duryodhana, raids the Matsya 
kine. Virata, taking with him all the Pandavas 
except Arjuna, goes against him, and by the 
aid of Bhima defeats him and recovers the kine. 

While Virata is absent from his capital 
the Kauravas invade his territory. Arjuna, 
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disclosing his identity to the king’s son, I chapter 
whom he makes his charioteer, goes out and, 
without other aid, defeats the entire Kaurava 
army, and then resumes his disguise. I 35-69 i 

5 6. Vaivdhika-parva. 

The Pandavas declare their identity, and 
Virata’s daughter, Uttara, is given in marriage 
to Arjuna’s son Abhimanyu. I 70-72 i 


V. UDYOGA-PARVA 

57. Senodyoga-parva (the mustering of 
forces). 

The Pandavas decide to send an ambassador 
to Dhritarashtra to demand the return of 
their kingdom; and also to seek allies at once. 1~6 i 
Durj^odhana and Arjuna simultaneously 
seek Krishna for an ally. He says he will not 
himself fight, but promises his army to Duryo- 
dhana and his personal influence to Arjuna. 

Salya, king of the Madras, is led by a ruse 
to give his army to Duryodhana, and is 
appointed a general of the Kauravas, but he 
promises Yudhishthira to damp Karna’s 
courage when that hero fights with Arjuna. 8! 

To comfort Yudhishthira, Salya relates 
how Indra lost the throne of Svarga after 
slaying Vritra, and thus incurring the sin of 
Brahmanicide; but recovered it after the 
usurper Nahusha had been hurled from 
heaven by his pride. 9-18 i 

Enumeration of the allied forces on either 
side. The Pandavas have seven akshauhinis 
against eleven of the Kauravas. 191 

58. Sanjaya-ydna-parva (Sanjaya’s mission 

to the Pandavas). 
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The Pandava envoy, having claimed from 
Dhritarashtra the restoration of the kingdom, 
Dhritarashtra in return sends Sanjaya to 
Yudhishthira to learn his terms of peace. 

Yudhishthira demands only five villages. 

Sanjaya, returning, reproaches Dhrita¬ 
rashtra for his folly in resisting the Pandavas, 
and promises to announce Yudhishthira’s 
terms on the morrow. 


Chapter 


20-31 


32 ' 


59. Prajdgara-parva (Dhritarashtra’s sleep- | 
less night). ! 

To beguile a sleepless night, Dhritarashtra j 
gets Vidura to discourse to him. Vidura j 
gives him lengthy ethical teaching and many | 
maxims, frequently advising him to concede | 
the just claims of Yudhishthira. I 


33-40 


60. Sanatsujdia-parva. ! 

Sanatsujata, the ever youthful rishi, ex- i i 

pounds to Dhritarashtra the Brahma-vidya, | ; 

by knowledge of w^hich, together with yoga, i I 

death itself is conquered. ! 41-461 


61. Ydnasandhi-parva (council to decide I 
peace or war). | 

The Kauravas in full assembly receive and | 
discuss Sanjaya’s report. Many advise peace, I 
but Duryodhana and Karna decide for war. j 
Dhritarashtra’s subsequent conversation j 
with Sanjaya, in the presence of Vyasa and i 
Gandhari. Sanjaya impresses upon him the j 
greatness of Krishna. i 


47-661 


67-71 


62. Bhagavad-ydna-parva (Krishna’s mission 
to the Kauravas). 

At a council, held by the Pandavas, 
Krishna is commissioned to go and treat with 
Dhritarashtra. Draupad! makes a passionate 
speech. 
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Krishna’s journey and his reception at 
Hastinapura. 

Full accountof the Council—at which many 
advise peace, but Duryodhana is obstinate. 

The scene described. 

Krishna’s address. 

Jamadagnya tells the story of how the 
haughty Dambhodhava was humbled by 
Nara. 

Kanva tells the story of Matali seeking 
a husband for his daughter, and how 
Vishnu humbled the pride of Garuda. 

Narada tells a long story of how Galava 
suffered long distress on account of his 
obstinacy, and how Yayati fell from heaven 
through pride. 

Duryodhana disregards all the advice 
given, including that of Bhishma, Drona, 
Duhsasana, Gandhari and Vidura, and 
plots to seize Krishna. 

Thereupon Krishna reveals his super¬ 
human universal form, and departs. 
Krishna, before returning to the Pandavas, 
visits Kunti, who sends by him messages to 
her sons to arouse themselves, and fight as 
sons should of a Kshatriya mother. He also 
converses privately with Karna. 

Krishna’s conversations with Kunti and 
Karna are reported to Duryodhana. 

Karna is told by Krishna, and after¬ 
wards by Kunti, the secret of his birth—that 
he was really the elder brother of Yudhish- 
thira, and legal heir to the throne. 

Nevertheless he refuses to leave his protec¬ 
tor Duryodhana. 

Krishna, returning to the Pandavas at 
Upaplava, gives a report of his mission and 
its failure. 


Chapter 

83-93 

94-131 

94 

95 

96 j 

I 

I 

97-105; 

i 

I 

I 

i106-123 i 

I 

I I 

! 

1124-1301 

i ; 

I 1311 

1 i 

1 I 

: I 

! I 

! 132-137! 

I ; 

i I 

I ! 

’ ! 

I 

I 

i 

138-146 

147-150 
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63. Sainya-nirydna-parva (mustering and 1 chapter 
march of the armies). 

Both armies muster and march to Kuru- 
kshetra. Dispositions are made. Dhrishta- 
dyumna is appointed commander of the 
Pandavas, and Bhishma of the Kauravas. 

Karna declines to take part till Bhishma '151 
falls. I 157a 

Balarama announces his neutrality. The j 

haughtily proffered aid of Rukmin, king of jisyb- 
the Bhojas, is declined by both parties. j 158 

Conversation between Dhritarashtra and j 

Sanjaya, on how far Fate is responsible for ! 
the war. j 159 


{Chapters 160-93 take the form of a report made ■ 
to Dhritarashtra hy Sanjaya ^ of the incidents in j 
the two camps preceding the battle. | 

Although the texts attribute chapters 194-96 to I 
Vaiiampdyana y probably those three chapters also ■ 
should form part of Sanjaya's report.) ■ 


64. Uluka-dutdgamana-parva (mission of I 

Uluka to the Pandavas). I | 

Uluka, sent by Duryodhana, delivers : j 

haughty and insulting messages to the ; | 

Pandavas, and brings back their firm replies, i 160-163 | 
The disposition of the Pandava army made I 
by Dhrishtadyumna. 164! 

I I 

65. Rathdtiratha-sankhydna-parva (enumera-! i 

tion of the chief warriors). | I 

Bhishma enumerates to Duryodhana the j 
chief warriors on both sides, and states their , : 

respective rank as fighters. 1165-1721 

66. Ambopdkhydna-parva (the story of | | 

Amba). j j 

Bhishma explains to Duryodhana that j ' 

because of a vow he would not slay Sikhandin, ; 
who at birth had been a girl. | 
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(1) How Amba, having been disap- chapter vSse^ 
pointed of marriage through Bhishma’s 

action, vowed to compass his death. 173-175 5942 

(2) How Jamadagnya Rama (Bhishma’s 

guru), having promised to help her, fought 
with Bhishma for twenty-three days at 
Kurukshetra, but was defeated. 176-185 6022 

(3) How Amba immolated herself and 
was reborn as Sikhandin, at first a girl, but 

afterwards changed into a man. 186-192 7328 

The leaders on both sides estimate the length 
of time necessary to destroy their enemy. 

The two armies advance in battle array. 193-194 7558 

195, 196 7603 

VI. BHISHMA-PARVA 

{The fight during Bhishma's command—ten days,) j 

67. Jambuldianda’-nirmam-parva (descrip- j 

tion of the world). 

Positions of the two armies, and the rules 
of fighting agreed upon. 1 1 

Dhritarashtra declining the offer of eye¬ 
sight, Vyasa gives Sanjaya power to be present 
in every part of the field, so that he may des¬ 
cribe the battle in detail to the king. 2a, 3 36 

Vyasa describes the omens that portend 
slaughter or indicate victory. 2b, 3 50 

{From this point to end of parva 83, Sanjaya) 
becomes the narrator to Dhritarashtra,) 

Sanjaya's Account of the Great Battle 
At the king's request, he prefaces it with 
a description of the world from which these 
vast hosts have been gathered, enumerating 
its constituent elements, the classes of beings 
which inhabit it, and giving a geographical 
account of Sudariana (= Jambu), dvipa, its | 
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seven regions and six dividing mountain chapter i v^se^ 
ranges, etc. 4-10 155 

68. Bhumi-parva (geography of the earth). 

Sanjaya tells of the seven dvipas, and of 

the Sun, Moon and Svarbhanu (== Rahu). j 11, 12 401 

69. Bhagavad-gitd-parva (the discourse of | 

Krishna with Arjuna). ! 

After announcing the fall of Bhishma, ; 

Sanjaya presents his detailed report of events i 
as follows: I 

The armies advance in battle array. | 

Bhishma addresses the Kuru leaders. Karna i 
withdraws from the fight. ! | 

The formations of the two armies. j 

Arjuna invokes Durga in a hymn of ! I 

praise. ' 

The goddess appears and promises victory. : 13-24 495 

The Bhagavad-GIta j 

(1) Arjuna, being dejected at the thought i 

of having to slay his kinsfolk, Krishna tells | | 

him that it is his duty as a Kshatriya to fight, j 

but that, remembering that he can only kill | 

the body and not the indwelling eternal soul, 1 

he must fight, and do all other actions in i 

life, in the yoga spirit—dispassionately, indif- ! 

ferent to results, and with detached mind 

(I-III). 25-271 830 

(2) He reveals his identity with the 
Eternal Atman, and says that he assumes 
human form from time to time to teach anew 
this great doctrine. He describes the typical 

yogi (IV-VI). 2^-30 994 

(3) He tells further of his higher nature 

(prakriti) as the source of the universe, to 
come to whom is to escape rebirth for ever¬ 
more (VII-IX). 31-33 1112 
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(4) He further expounds his pervading ! 
supremacy in every department of life and j 
being, and then gives to the astonished 
Arjuna an awe-inspiring vision of his univer¬ 
sal form, showing the whole universe to be 
contained within him (X, XI). 

(5) He further discourses on the prakritis, 

the three gunas, the classes of beings, and of | 
faith (sraddha), and especially commends the | 
way of bhakti, or ardent devotion directed | 
exclusively to himself, Purushottama, the , 
highest personality (XII-XVIII). I 


Chapter 


34,351 


36-42 
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70. Bhtshma-vadha-parva (the eight days’ I 
fight to the fall of Bhishma). 

The five Pandava princes visit Bhishma, | 
Drona, Kripa and Salya, who had been their ; 
teachers, and obtain their blessing and per- j 


mission to fight. 

The first day’s battle, in which the 

i « 

1 

: 1533 

advantage is with the Kauravas. 

The second day, in which the Pandavas 

' 44-50 

1 

j 

1 1638 

have the advantage. 

The third day, in which Arjuna and 
Bhishma meet in conflict, and Krishna in 
alarm threatens Bhishma with his discus. 

1 51-55 

i 

2091 

Arjuna’s brilliant fighting is praised. 

The fourth day, in which Bhima is the 
most conspicuous fighter and displays great 

1 56-59 

j 

1 

2402 

prowess. 

In the evening Bhishma explains to 
Duryodhana that Krishna is the Eternal 
Purusha, and worshipped as supreme even 

60-64 

2651 

by Brahma himself. 

The fifth day, in which there is terrible 
carnage. Drona, Abhimanyu, Bhishma, 
Asvatthaman and Bhuriiravas engage Arjuna, 

65-68 

2898 

Bhima, Virata and Satyaki. 

69-74 

3056 
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The sixth day, Drona, supported by j chapter 
Duryodhana and his brothers, presses a great I 
attack on Bhima, who is aided by Dhrishta- | 
dyumna. j 75-81a 

The seventh day, numerous conflicts, I 
mostly ending with a great slaughter of the ; 
Kauravas. A great combined attack on ! 
Bhishma fails. ! 81b-86 

The eighth day’s fight, in which Rakshasa 
heroes, Alambusha and Ghatotkacha, take the 
most prominent part. i 87-96 

In the evening, Duryodhana suggests that 
Bhishma should resign in favour of Karna. | 97-98 

The ninth day. After much fighting, 

Bhishma routs the Pandava army. In a con¬ 
flict between Arjuna and Bhishma, Krishna 
again loses his temper, and threatens to slay 
Bhishma by his divine power, but is re¬ 
strained by Arjuna. | 99-106 

At night Yudhishthira and his brothers 
visit Bhishma, and ask him, according to his 
promise, to give them his counsel. 

He tells them that he is invulnerable until 
he refrains from fighting, and that will only 
be when he is opposed by one who, like 
Sikhandin, was born a female. j 107 

On the tenth day Bhishma, after per- ! 
forming prodigies of valour, is met by j 
Sikhandin, and falls at sunset, pierced by j 
innumerable arrows. The chieftains of both | 
armies gather round him, and finally leave j 
him lying on a bed of arrows. 108-120 

When the eleventh day opens Bhishma i 
advises Duryodhana and Karna to seek re- I 
conciliation with the Pandavas; but they } 
refuse to do so. Karna obtains permission ! 
to rejoin the Kaurava army. 1 121,122 


Initial 

Verse 

3090 

3543 

3847 

4404 

4500 


4886 


4994 


5762 


37 






Chapter 


Initial 

Verse 


VII. DRONA-PARVA 

{The battle continued under Drom's leadership ' 

—four days. Vaiiampdyana narrating to King | 

Janam^aya.) j 

71. Drondbhisheka-parva (the installation of i 

Drona). ! 

Kama rejoins the Kaurava army. | 1-4: 1 

Drona is appointed to succeed Bhishma, | ! 

although conscious that he is fated to be : 
slain by Dhrishtadyumna (I, 167). | 5-7; 134 

Drona’s death is announced to Dhrita- i | 

rashtra, who attributes it to the supernatural i 1 

character of Krishna and Arjuna, and rehearses i 
Krishna’s mighty achievements. | 8-111 224 

{Sanjaya's report resumed.) j ' 

(Eleventh day’s battle. Drona tries to capture ■ I 

Yudhishthira.) 12-16 434 

72. Samsaptaka-vadha-parva (the slaying ; 

of the sworn ‘diehards’). 1 j 

Twelfth day. 

(1) While Arjuna, in response to a chal- | { 

lenge, is fighting Su^arman and associated ; j 

sam^aptakas (soldiers vowed to conquer or | | 

die) in a distant part of the field, Drona tries | ! 

to capture Yudhishthira in another part. 17-25 | 673 

(2) Arjuna slays Bhagadatta, king of; 

Pragjyotisha, breaks the Kuru army in two, ! 

and has his first fight with Kama. j 26-32 1129 

1 

73. AbMmanyu-vadha-parva (death of Abhi- | 

manyu). | 

Thirteenth day. ! 

In Arjuna’s absence, Abhimanyu single- j 

handed pierces the Kaurava ring-formation; j I 

but Jayadratha intercepts his followers and i 
isolates him, and he is slain after a brave fight, | 33-51 

Vyasa, to console Yudhishthira for the | 
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death of Abhimanyu, tells him how Narada 
comforted Akampana in a time of bereave¬ 
ment by relating the story of how Death was 
originally created and commissioned. 

Vyasa further tells of sixteen kings of great 
merit, who nevertheless all died; and he 
exhorts Yudhishthira not to nurse his grief, 
but return to the fight. 

74. Pratijm-parva (Arjuna’s vow to avenge 

his son). 

Arjuna, learning of his son’s death, vows 
to slay Jayadratha on the morrow. 

In a dream by night Arjuna obtains from 
Mahadeva the Pa^upata weapon. 

Fourteenth day. 

Preparations for the battle. 

75. Jayadratha-vadha-parva (the death of 
Jayadratha). 

Preparations for the battle continued. 

While a frontal attack is being made on 
the Kuru army, Arjuna, going in advance of 
the Pandava troops, cuts his way towards 
Jayadratha. 

Satyaki, sent by Yudhishthira to Arjuna’s 
aid, also cuts his way through the enemy. 

Bhima is sent after them to obtain news 
of them. 

Fight between Bhima and Karna. 

Satyaki kills Bhurisravas under circum¬ 
stances thought unfair. 

Arjuna, after another fight with Karna, 
slays Jayadratha. 

Further fighting after sunset (with pos¬ 
sibly some repetition). 

The victors congratulated. Duryodhana 
blames Drona for failure. 


Chapter 

Initial 

Verse 

52-54 

2003 

j 

55-71 

2134 

72-78 

2477 

79-81 

2775 

1 

82-84 

2911 

85-87i 

1 

1 3010 

1 

i 

88-1lOa 

3121 

110b- ! 

125, 

4170 

126-130 

131-139 

5096 

5355 

140-144 

5817 

il45- 
i 146a I 

6055 

146b- j 
148a 

6288 

148b- 

152 

6414 


39 



THE MAHABHARATA 


76. Ghatotkacha-vadha-parva (death of the 
Rakshasa Ghatotkacha). 

Night battle at close of the fourteenth day. 

Ghatotkacha is conspicuous on a wonder¬ 
ful car. 

Torches are brought on to the battlefield. 

Miscellaneous individual combats. 

Ghatotkacha, after killing two Rakshasas, 
is slain by Karna by means of the deadly dart 
which had been specially reserved for use 
against Arjuna. 

Krishna, wildly delighted thereat, explains 
that the reason of his exultation is that Karna 
had forfeited his chance of being able to kill 
Arjuna. Vyasa, meeting Yudhishthira, fore¬ 
tells his victory within five days (cf. Ill, 310). 

77. Drona-vadha-parva (death of Drona). 

At Arjuna’s suggestion, both armies have 

an interval for sleep. 

The fifteenth day. Battle is resumed. 

Drona, informed falsely by Yudhishthira 
that his son Asvatthaman had been killed, 
loses rapidly the power of fighting; he sinks 
into yoga and his spirit ascends to heaven. 
In spite of the pleading of Arjuna on behalf 
of an old man of 85, his head is cut off 
by Dhrishtadyumna. 
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78. Ndrdyandstra-moksha-parva, (the neu¬ 
tralization of the Narayana weapon). 

Latter part of the fifteenth day. 

Asvatthaman vows to avenge his father's 
death, and invokes the irresistible Narayarm 
weapon. 

He uses the weapon, but it is rendered 
ineffective by all lying flat on the ground. 

He then uses the Agneya weapon, but this 
is neutralized by Arjuna. 


193-198 

199- 

200a 

200b-201a 


8893 

9195 

9278 
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The failure of the Agneya weapon is i chapter i 
explained by Vyasa as due to NMyana’s 201 b- I 
adoration of Siva, the greatest of the gods. 202 i 9433 


VIII. KARNA-PARVA ; 

i 

{The battle continued under Karm*5 leadership— 
two days.) 

79. Karna-parva 

Vaisampayana tells Janamejaya how Dhri- ! 


tarashtra, two days later, received from San- 
jaya the news of the death of Karna and 
many other chieftains, and the effect produc¬ 

1 

1 : 

i 1 

j 


ed upon him. 

(Sanjaya resumes his narrative.) 


1 

Karna appointed commander-in-chief. 
Sixteenth day. Incidents of the battle 
narrated, the Pandavas having the advantage. 

10 

1 . 

344 

Seventeenth day. 

Duryodhana persuades Salya to be Karna's 
charioteer; and, to encourage him, tells the j 
story of how Brahma acted as charioteer to 

11-30 

i 

! 

400 


Siva, and also how Karna had become posses- 
ed through Rama Jamadagnya of celestial i 
weapons, and was not really the low-born ; 
person he was reputed to be. j 31-36 1249 

Salya rebuking Karna^s bragging, they | ! 

quarrel until Duryodhana reconciles them. 37-45 j 1704 
Salya’s discouraging talk with Karna (see | I 

V, 8 ). ’ I 461 2122 

While Arjuna is engaged with Sam^aptakas, I I 

Karna severely wounds Yudhishthira and j 
attempts to capture him. | 47-64 2210 

Arjuna in anxiety visits the wounded 
Yudhishthira, and is rebuked by him for 
leaving the battlefield. | 
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This angers him, and in pursuance of a j 
vow he would have slain Yudhishthira, but ! 
Krishna appeases him, and shows him a way, ! 
by prevarication, to keep his vow and yet | 
spare Yudhishthira, illustrating it by the 
stories of Balaka and Kausika. 

Arjuna returns to the battle, where he 
and Bhima do prodigies of valour. Bhima | 
kills Duhsasana, and, as he had vowed, drinks 
his blood. 

The great duel between Arjuna and Karna 
at last takes place, and Karna is killed. 

After Karna’s fall the battle speedily ends 
and the armies retire. 
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72-85 

86-91 

92-95 

! 
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4348 
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IX. SALYA-PARVA I 

{The close of the battle,) I 

The death of Salya, the new leader, and i 
of Duryodhana, with a digression on Bala- i 
rama’s pilgrimage. i 

80. Salya-parva (Salya in command). ! 

Vaisampayana tells Janamejaya in a few ! 
words the events to be related in detail in 
the Salya and Sauptika parvas. 

{Sanjaya resumes.) 

Duryodhana still refuses to make peace. | 
Salya is appointed commander-in-chief. 

The present strength of the two armies 
compared. 

Eighteenth day. Salya is slain after half 
a day’s fight. 

After Salya’s fall the fighting continues 
until all the remaining Kaurava leaders 
are slain, except Duryodhana, Aivatthaman, 
Kripa and Kritavarman. 


I 

I 


3-7 

S 


18-28 


1 

126 

367 
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81. Hrada-pravesa-parva(J)\xTyo(ih2J\2L hides | chapter ! 

in a lake). | I 

Duryodhana takes refuge in a lake, under ; 
the waters of which, by his magical power, i 
he creates a chamber. 29 

82. Gadd-yuddha-parva (Bhima challenges ■ 

Duryodhana to a fight with clubs). ' ^ 

Duryodhana, discovered and taunted with ; ; 

cowardice, comes forth, and Bhima challenges 
him to single combat with maces. 30-33 | 

Balarama comes to see the contest. 34 1 

{Baladeva-tirthaydtrd-parva — a digression 
in which Vaisampdyana gives Janamejaya an 
account of Baladeva's pilgrimage to the Sarasvatiy 
35-54), 

During the progress of the great battle, 

Baladeva, the elder brother of Krishna, having 
decided to be neutral, visits the sacred places 
on the Sarasvati. Thirty-three tirthas are i 
described, together with the legends attached i 
to them. I 

Of Prabhasa, and the story of how Soma j » 

(the Moon) was cursed by Daksha to wane ; 

through half of each month because of his 35 

partiality for Rohini. | 

Of Udapana, and how Trita, deserted by ! | 

his brothers Ekata and Dvita in a pit, per- | j 

formed there a mental sacrifice, and so was j 361 
able to drink the Soma juice. j ! 

Through nine tirthas, including Dvaita- i I 

vana, to Naimisha forest, formerly crowded 371 
with ascetics. | 

Of Sapta Sarasvati, where Mankanaka’s i 
pride was humbled by Mahadeva, who show- j i 

ed that from his own veins there flowed only i 38 i 
ashes. • | 

Of Kapalamochana, where Usanas Kavya | | 
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Studied, and where an ascetic got rid of a | 
Rakshasa’s skull hurled on to his thigh by 
Dasaratha Rama from a distant forest. 

Of a tirtha where to die is to escape rebirth, 
and where Vi^vamitra and others obtained | 
Brahmanhood. i 

Of the hermitage of Baka Daibhya, a rishi ! 
whose anger led to the decline of Dhrita- | 
rashtra’s power. Also of Yayati’s tirtha. 

Of Sthanu-tirtha, where Vi^vamitra and ' 
Va^ishtha were rivals, and the latter turned 
the Sarasvati into blood, which attracted the 
Rakshasas; and where Indra was cleansed 
from the guilt of having killed Namuchi. ! 

Of Skanda Karttikeya, his birth and four 
forms, and his appointment as commander- 
in-chief of the gods. Also his numerous | 
companions, male and female, and his doughty 
deeds. ! 

Of tirthas connected with Varuna and ; 
Kubera. 

Of how Srutavati became the wife of Indra, 
who told her the story of Anmdhati, who, 
while discoursed to by Mahadeva, found a 
twelve-years’ drought pass like a single day. ; 

Of other tirthas, and especially of the rishi 
Asita Devala, whose hermitage was shared by ; 
a silent mendicant named Jaigishavya, who, | 
he afterwards discovered, was present at the ' 
same time in every part of the universe. | 

Of Dadhicha,fromwhose bones Indra made ! 
weapons to subdue the Asuras; and of how 
Sarasvata restored the knowledge of the Veda, 
which had been lost during a twelve-years’ 
drought. 

Of a virgin ascetic, who in her old age was 
by a night’s marriage changed into a beauti- 1 
ful maiden, and ascended to Svarga. | 
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Of Kunikshetra, tilled by Kuru, so that all ■ chapter ^veSe*' 
who died there might go straight to heaven. ' 

Its boundaries. | 53 1 3008 

After ascending Himalaya to the source of ! ! 

the Sarasvati, Baladeva arrives at the Yamuna | I 

river, where Narada tells him the result of I 

I i 

the great battle, and about the combat : 

arranged between Duryodhana and Bhima. | 541 3035 

Sanjaya resumes his story, \ | 

Baladeva witnesses the combat between : 

Bhima and Duryodhana. ! 

Bhima, instigated by Krishna, fells Duryo- , 
dhana by an unfair blow on the thigh, and , | 

kicks him with his left foot. j 

For this he is condemned by Baladeva | 
and others, but justified by Krishna. 55-60! 3077 

Duryodhana reproaches Krishna for | 

having in unfair ways brought about the fall ' ; 

of no less than five of the chief Kuru leaders. 

Krishna tries to justify himself, but an | j 

invisible voice confirms the words of Duryo- j | 

dhana. | 61 ’ 3388 

On Krishna alighting from his car it j 
bursts into flame, by the force of the magical ; 
weapons in it, and is consumed. He advises ; . 

the Pandava chieftains to spend the night | I 

outside the camp on the bank of the Oghavati. 62 3460 

By Vaiiampdyana to Jammejaya, \ 

Kpshtia and Vyasa go to Hastinapura and | 

condole with Dhfitarashtra on his calamities. 3503 

Sanjaya resumes, 

Duryodhana bewails his unjust fate to 
Sanjaya. Messengers tell the three surviving 
Kuru leaders (see chap. 28) that he had been 
foully done to death. They immediately j 

visit him, and Aivatthaman vows that very j j 

night to avenge his death. Although a Brah- j | 
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man, A^vatthaman is solemnly installed | chapter vSe*' 
commander-in-chief by Duryodhana. I 64, 65 3582 

! 


X. SAUPTIKA-PARVA 

{The night attack on the sleeping camp of the | 
Pandoras,) j 

83. Sauptika-parva (the slaughter of the ' 

sleepers). { 

Asvatthaman obtaining the help of Maha- 
deva, to whom he offers himself as a sacrifice, 
enters the camp of the Pandava army, and 
slaughters the warriors in their sleep; while 
Kripa and Kritavarman at the gates slay 
those who try to escape. With this news 
Asvatthaman consoles the dying Duryodhana. 
Of the whole Pandava army, only seven now 
survive—viz. the five brothers, and Krishna I 
and Satyaki, these having been absent from i 
the camp. | 

{Here Sanjaya's narrative of the battle {com¬ 
menced at F/, 4 ) ends. 

Henceforward Vaiiampdyana is again narrator 
to King Janamejaya.) 

84. Aishikd-parva (Asvatthaman uses a 
world-destroying weapon). 

Bhima, urged by Draupadi, sets out to slay 
ASvatthaman, who in his defence uses the 
world-destroying aishika dart. Arjuna, Vyasa 
and Krishna avert the evil consequences. 
ASvatthaman being a Brahman, his life is 
spared, but he has to give up the jewel he 
wears on his head and is disgraced for 3,000 
years. 

Krishna explains to Yudhishthira that 
ASvatthaman’s great feat was due to his 
having obtained the help of Mahadeva, the 

46 


i 

j 

i 

I 

I 

i 


I 

1 

1-9! 


10-16 


1 


543 






STRl-PARVA 


highest of all the gods, the beginning, middle | 
and end of all creatures. He illustrates this by 
two legends: (1) of Brahma asking Rudra to 
create living creatures, and (2) of how Rudra 
broke up a sacrifice of the gods, and com¬ 
pelled them to assign to himself the ghi of 
the sacrifices. 
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XI. STRl-PARVA 
{The lamentations of the bereaved women.) 

85. Jalapraddnika-parva (the reconciliation 

of Dhritarashtra and the Pandavas). 

Sanjaya, Vidura and Vyasa try to console 
Dhritarashtra. 1-9 1 

Yudhishthira and his brothers meet 
Dhritarashtra and Gandhari, and by Vyasa’s 
aid a reconciliation with them is effected. 10-15 269 

86 . StrUvildpa-parva (the lamentations of 
the women). 

Gandhari and the ladies of the Kaurava i 
court visit the battlefield and lament over | 
the bodies of their slain relatives. Gandhari | 
describes the scene in a long address to j 
Krishna, whom she blames as mainly respon¬ 
sible for all their calamities, and finally i 

pronounces a curse on him that he will bring ! 

about the destruction of his own kindred, 
and then himself meet a humiliating death. 16-25 427 

87. Srdddha-parva (the funeral rites for the 

slain). 

Yudhishthira tells Dhritarashtra the num¬ 
bers of the slain and their respective fates 
after death, and he orders the funeral rites. 

These are performed; and Kunti reveals to 
the Pandavas the secret of Karna’s parentage. | 26, 27! 
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xii. SAnti-parva 

{Bhishma's Great Discourse from his arrow bed.) 

88 . Rdjadharmdnusdsana-parva. | 

The month of mourning is spent outside | 
the capital on the bank of the Ganges. There 
Narada relates to Yudhishthira the early 
career of Karna. 

Yudhishthira very dejected proposes to re¬ 
nounce the kingdom and retire to the forest. 
His brothers and Draupadi, as well as an | 
ascetic Devasthana, and Vyasa, try to dissuade | 
him from his purpose. j 

Vyasa assures Yudhishthira that he is not ; 
guilty of sin on account of the destruction I 
of his kinsfolk; and explains what sin is, and i 
what it is not, and how it can be expiated. 

Yudhishthira, casting off his grief, enters 
the capital in state, and is installed on the | 
throne, and performs the sraddha ceremonies. ■ 
Yudhishthira, in a hymn of adoration, I 
extols Krishna as the Supreme and as the j 
author of his success, and then dismisses the | 
assembly. I 

Krishna, in ecstatic trance (turiya), com- j 
munes with the distant Bhishma, who in a long i 
hymn of adoration had invoked him. He | 
then sets out with the Pandava brothers and | 
followers to visit Bhishma. j 

Arriving at the battlefield, Krishna relates ! 
to YudhishAira the history of Jamadagnya 
Rama’s slaughter of the Kshatriyas on that 
spot, and how the Kshatriya race was re¬ 
newed. I 

Krishna asks Bhishma to impart to Yudh- | 
ishthira his vast store of knowledge, promises I 
clarity of mind for the purpose, and vouch- ! 
safes him a vision of his universal form, j 
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At nightfall the whole party return to the 
city. 

The next morning Krishna performs his 
daily japa, after which the royal party return 
without followers to Bhishma, to hear his 
great discourse. 
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BhIshma’s Great Discourse 
(First Part) 

Consisting of three sections: 

(7) Rajadharma (56—130). 

(2) Apad-dharma (131-173), 

(3) Moksha-dharma (174—366). 

The normal form of the discourse is by 
question and answer—a very frequent form 
throughout the entire epic—but as the ques¬ 
tions do not always give a clear idea of the 
information conveyed in the answers, a general 
heading is here given to each topic spoken of. 


(1) RAJADHARMA (OF KING-CRAFT) 

(A) The dignity, status and duties of a king, 
together with the duties and privileges of 
Brahmans, and the duties of the other twice- 
born castesand of non-Aryan subjects(56-85). 

(a) General statement of the duties of a 
king. 

(b) The origin of kingship, reference 
being made to a great treatise by Brahma. 

(c) The common and the special duties of 
the four classes of the Aryan people. 

(d) The four stages (a^ramas) in the life 
of a Brahman, and the kinds of action for¬ 
bidden to him. 

(e) The duties of Kshatriyas, as expound¬ 
ed to Mandhatri by Narayana in the guise 
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of Indra—viz. to maintain order and uphold 
Aryan customs. Also the duties of the non- 
Aryan peoples (sixteen of whom are named); 
and a prophecy of a mixture of castes, and 
of the rise of unorthodox sects. 

(/) That the king shares the merits of 
his subjects. 

(g) A king is essential to prosperity, and 
he must be honoured as Indra himself. 

(A) The qualifications proper to a king. 
According to the nature of his administration, 
he creates the Krita, Treta, Dvapara or Kali 
Age in his realm. 

{i) The Kshatriya king must act accord¬ 
ing to the advice of, and in harmony 
with, the Brahmans, who are by origin his 
superiors and the rightful lords of the whole 
earth. 

(j) Heavenly felicity is to be obtained by 
a Kshatriya only on condition of his fulfill¬ 
ing his responsibilities, not by withdrawing 
from them. 

(A) A Brahman, if unworthy, may be 
banished, but his goods must not be con¬ 
fiscated. The wealth of all other castes is at 
the disposal of the king. 

(/) In time of stress a Brahman may 
follow the rules of life of a Vaisya, or may 
take arms in self-defence. He must always 
be protected by the king against the other 
castes. 

(m) The qualifications proper to, and the 
reward (dakshina) due to, a Purohita (family 
priest). 

(n) The qualities to be sought in Ministers 
of State. 

(o) A representative consultative council 
recommended. 
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(B) Factors in the prosperity of the realm 
(86-94). 

The capital city. 

Graded officials. 

Taxation, treatment of undesirables, secret 
informers, and care of Brahmans. 

Counsels on good government given by 
rishi Utathya to King Mandhatri. 

Counsels on good government given by 
Vamadeva to Vasumanas. 

(C) On the conduct of war (95-106). 

Subdue neighbouring peoples peaceably, 

if possible. When Kshatriyas fight with 
Kshatriyas the rules of fair fighting must be 
observed, but such rules do not apply to the 
common soldiery. 

Slaughter in war is no obstacle to the 
winning of Svarga, but a means to it. For 
the Kshatriya, battle itself is the equivalent 
of a sacrifice. This was stated by Janaka to 
his soldiery. 

Directions for the conduct of war, includ¬ 
ing weapons, etc., and treatment of foes. 

What to do in case of defeat. The king 
of Ko^ala, when defeated by Janaka, nobly 
repudiated advice given him to resort to 
treachery. 

(D) General counsels on morality and good 
government (107-30). 

The importance of retaining the loyalty of 
the court and nobles. 

The greatest of all virtues is respect for 
father, mother and guru. 

Under what conditions falsehood is per¬ 
missible. 

Success in life follows virtuous living and 
piety toward Krishna Narayana. 
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No minister is to be condemned on mere 
suspicion. 

Story of a virtuous jackal, who loyally 
served a tiger until he was distrusted. 

Indolence is fatal to success in life. Story 
of a lazy camel. 

It is better to yield to a stronger foe than 
to resist him. 

Both anger and argument are wasted on 
an ignorant person. 

It is disastrous to place an unfit person in 
a position of authority. 

Story of a dog who was spoiled by being 
temporarily changed into a Sarabha. 

Summary enumeration of the duties of 
kings. 

Importance of keeping alive a fear of 
punishment (danda); a mythological account 
of which was given to Mandhatri. 

Dharma (conformity to the orthodox cus¬ 
toms) is nobler than the pursuit of wealth 
or pleasure. How it can be attained. 

Sovereignty depends on the possession of 
the merit of virtue (sila). 

How Indra by guile possessed himself of 
Prahlada’s ^Ila. 

Hope (or desire) deceives. The thing 
longed for moves ever further away, like a 
deer wounded in the chase. Therefore one 
should not long for the unattainable, but be 
calm and contented. 

A son’s obligation to his parents is fulfill¬ 
ed by truth, purity and austerities. Heaven 
(svarga) is attained by horse sacrifice and by 
liberal gifts to Brahmans. So Yama taught 
Gautama. 

If a king has lost his royal position he 
must not succumb to his fate, nor relinquish 
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his right; he must use every available m^ans j chaptch 
to regain his position. Under such condi- { 
tions he is not bound by the ordinary rules | 
of caste, and may draw to any extent upon ! 
the possessions of his subjects. j 130 

89. Apad-dharma-parva. 

(2) CONDUCT IN TIME OF CALAMITY 


When defeated, submit temporarily if it 
can be done with safety. Otherwise sell 
your life dearly. 

Brahmans must on no account be allowed 
to suffer, even though others do, for the 
whole world exists only for their benefit. 
But the path of duty is often difficult to 
find. 

As nothing can be accomplished without 
money, a king must by any means obtain 
possession of wealth. 

Even robbers (dasyus) often abstain from 
injuring women, children and Brahmans. 
Story of Kavyavya, who was such a dasyu. 

The property of gods and Brahmans must 
never be taken by the king; but that of 
others may be freely appropriated for the 
maintenance of the army and of sacrifices. 

A resourceful man will find a way of 
escape where an indolent man will go under. 
Story of three fishes, of which one was 
caught and two escaped. 

Trust only those whose interests are 
bound up with your own. 

Story of a mouse, who thus escaped a 
fourfold danger from cat, mungoose, owl and 
hunter. 

Mistrust those to whom you have once 
done an injury. Story of the pet parrot 
PQjani of K^palya, which, having injured 
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the king’s son, would not consent any longer j chapter 
to trust the king, but wisely went far away. I 139 5133 

Bharadvaja’s counsel to King Satrunjaya | 
was that, for the purpose of gaining or | j 

extending his power, a king must employ any ! j 

kind of cunning, dissemblance or treachery | : 

until he gets an opportunity to crush his foe; ; 

then let him do it ruthlessly and finally. | 1405247 

In times of lawlessness or famine a | | 

Brahman may break caste to save his life. | j 

Visvamitra, in a famine after a twelve-years’ j ! 

drought, ate Chandala food and justified the 
act. 141 j 5319 

One must be guided by circumstances as i 
to whether it would be right to follow ' 

Visvamitra’s example. The only rule that 
under no circumstances may be broken, is 
the duty of honouring the Brahmans and 
treating them as gods. 142 j 5421 

He who succours the distressed and needy i i 

will not miss the reward of heaven. A pair | ! 

of pigeons immolated themselves for the : j 

fowler who had sheltered them. This led to , | 

the fowler’s conversion to better ways; and j 

all three went to heaven. i 143 -I 49 j 5459 

The instruction which Indrota Saunaka i } 

gave to Janamejaya of old (!)—who had j 

incurred the guilt of Brahmanicide—as to the 
various ways in which sins of indiscretion ' 
could be expiated. 1150-152 5594 

Was there ever a case of resuscitation 
after death? Bhishma knew of only one 
instance. In that case Siva had restored to 
life the corpse of a Brahman infant, to save 
it from the vultures by day and the jackals 
by night, on account of its parents’ deep 
affection. 153 5675 

A weak king should never excite the 
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hostility of one stronger than himself. Story chapter 
of a salmali tree, which defied the god of 
wind and was immediately stripped by the 
wind of its foliage. 154-157 5801 

All sin is traceable to inordinate desire 
(lobha), to which even the learned are subject. 

It can only be conquered by men of detached 
mind, who have neither fear of nor desire 
for anything. Ignorance (ajnana) is the same I 
thing as covetousness. ! 158-159 5877 

Of all virtues, the greatest is self-control j ■ 

(dama). The beautiful characteristics of the | ■ 

self-controlled person (danta) are enumerat- j 
ed. He lays up no merit calling for rebirth, j 
but goes straight to the eternal region of j ■ 

Brahma. YudhishAira in delight says, that ; i 

to hear such teaching is like sipping nectar. ; | 

Bhishma, continuing, says self-control is i I 

attained by tapa (self-mortification), on which I | 

Brahma and all the world depend. i 160-161 5926 

All the thirteen virtues are forms of satya ! 

(truth), which is worth more than a thousand : 
horse sacrifices. The opposite thirteen | 
vices all spring from inordinate desire (lobha). 1162-163 5977 

The characteristics of a bad man (nri- ! 

^amsa). I 

A Brahman in need must be supplied i 164 6026 

with all he wants, at whatever cost to i | 

others. No sacrifice avails without fees to i i 

Brahmans. 

The expiations proper to various classes 165a 6039 

of sins against caste and morality. 

The sword (asi) was first called into being 165b 6065 

out of the sacrificial fire by Brahma for the ' 
destruction of the Danavas, and has since 
been handed down to successive generations. 

The use of the bow began with Prithu. 

♦ ^ ♦ 166 6120 
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An interlude, in which the Pandava bro- chapter 
thers and friends discuss the comparative 
importance of the four objects of human 
pursuit (dharma, artha, kama, moksha)— 

Vidura favouring the first, Arjuna the second, 

Bhima the third, and Yudhishthira the 
fourth. 167 

# # # 

(Bkishma resumes his discourse.) 

The kinds of persons whose friendship 
should be sought or avoided. 

The contemptible character of the un¬ 
grateful, illustrated by the story of Gautama, 
a Brahman who lived as a robber (dasyu) 
and killed his benefactor, and whose flesh, 
when himself killed, not even Rakshasas and 168b- 
Dasyus would bemean themselves to eat. | 

90. Moksha-dharma-parva (of moksha). ! 
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6264 


6291 


(3) EMANCIPATION FROM LIABILITY j i 

TO REBIRTH j 

In view of the uncertainty of life, and the 
certainty of death, the highest object of pur- j 

suit for all classes is moksha. It is attainable 
by renunciation (tyagah) of all worldly posses¬ 
sions and of desire for them. With nothing 
to lose one has nothing to fear, and gains a 
tranquillity surpassing all the joys of svarga. 

Some striking teaching and testimonies to 
this effect are cited from Senajit’s preceptor 
and the converted courtesan Pingala (174), 
from Medhavi (175), Sampaka (176), Manki 
and Suka (177), King Janaka and rishi 
Bodhya (178), and a serenely placid wander¬ 
ing Brahman who attracted the notice of 
Prahlada (179). 174-179 6457 

All desires must be dead. Even to desire 
death itself is a form of cupidity, and will 
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necessitate rebirth (180). There is no escap¬ 
ing rebirth except by that knowledge (of 
identity with the one eternal Atman) which 
leaves no trace of karma behind. 


Chapter 


:180,181 


Rishi Bhrigu, in a great conversation with 
rishi Bharadvaja, answered the questions of 
the latter as follows (182-192): 

{a) The elements. Brahma created the 
five elements from his mind, in the 
order—ether, water, fire, wind, earth— 
and these five elements are traceable in all 
material things. 1182-184 i 

(6) Life and death. Dissolution of the 
elements at death does not mean dissolu¬ 
tion of the indwelling jiva (life or j 
personality), which never dies, although | 
invisible. It is the eternal Atman, which I 
when united with the elements is called i 
Kshetrajna, and unattached is Parabrahma. 185-187 

(c) Caste distinctions. All men were | 
originally Brahman. It was men’s actions, | 
as they were swayed by the three gunas, ! 
that brought about the rise of inferior ! 
castes. As Brahmans retain in largest j 
measure the primeval purity, it is easier ! 
for them than for others to attain the chief I 
glory of man—viz. that self-mastery which ! 
consists of the entire suppression of desire ! 

and aversion. 188-189 

(d) Good and evil. Satyam (truth or | 
genuineness) is identical with all that is ; 
good, and is the way to happiness. Asatya | 
is the way to misery. The various forms ! 

of satya (goodness) lead to appropriate 190- 
forms of happiness. 119a 

(e) The manner of the four stages 

(airamas) of a Brahman’s life. 191b 

57 


Initial 

Verse 


6690 


6765 


6866 


6930 


6968 


6989 





THE MAHABHArATA 


(/) The other world (Paraloka) is the 
holy land north of Himavat, whose inhabi¬ 
tants are all righteous and where there is 
no sin or strife (or rebirth). Our present 
world, on the other hand, is a scene of 
action (karma-bhumi) and calls for rebirth. 
Rules for daily life—as to meals, sleep, 
ablutions and social intercourse. 

Of the five elements and the senses. The 
buddhi is related to the witnessing (but not 
acting) Atman as a fish is to the water—not 
one with it, but yet not separated from it. 

Of yogdbhydsa (the practice of yoga) and 
the incomparable peace it gives. 

Of japa (the silent repetition of Vedic 
texts), and the conditions to be fulfilled if this 
is to lead to union with the Atman. 

How a certain Brahman, absorbed deeply 
in japa, declined boons offered him by the 
gods and by Ikshvaku. A proposal that the 
king and the Brahmans should exchange 
merits ends in each retaining his own and 
both being absorbed in Brahma. 

Various metaphors and analogies, to illu¬ 
strate the relation of the unseen everlasting 
Atman to the material universe and to living 
beings. That no one can see the Atman is 
no disproof of its existence; who has seen 
the other side of the Moon or of Himavat, 
or Rahu? (203). Truth (reality) is not 
perceived by a mind agitated by conflicting 
interests, desire and aversion, joy and sorrow, 
any more than a clear reflection in disturbed 
water (204). Analogies of the touchstone 
revealing gold, the single thread in a bead 
necklace, and the one soil nourishing a varied 
vegetation (205-6). 

The greatness of Vishnu, Naraya^, the 


Chapter 


i 

1 


192 

193 

194! 

195' 


I ; 

i ! 

j196-198 I 


il99, 2001 


201-206 
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foremost of Beings, from whom sprang 1 chapter | 
Brahma the Creator, and through Brahma the I | 

Seven Prajapatis. The legendary genealogy | 
of their descendants is given. Non-Aryan | j 

races (11 enumerated) arose in the Treta age. | i 

List of 38 rishis in the four quarters. :207, 208' 7578 

How Vishnu assumed the form of a I 
roaring boar to destroy the Danavas. ' 209, 7604 

Of Yoga. The relation of the Unmani- ' | 

fested Primal Cause, Vasudeva, to the Mani¬ 
fested Universe is as that of the wind to ! 

the dust which it lifts (that is, pervading ' 

and acting upon it, but not identified with 
it). The knowledge of this distinction (be¬ 
tween the Manifest and Unmanifest) is the 
highest knowledge (tattva). To attain it one i 

must practice yoga, which destroys ignor¬ 
ance. This demands celibacy, fasting, japa, 
austere living, self-restraint, and leads to 
emancipation. 210-217 7641 

The instruction which Panchasikha gave j 

Janadeva of Mithila concerning emancipa- | 

tion, the continuance of life after death, the | 

identity of the personality in successive i 

births, and renunciation. 218, 219: 7881 


The way to a harmonized and contented 
life is by habitual self-control (220-21) and 
detachment from outward circumstances, 
however unfavourable. This is illustrated by 
the testimony of Prahlada (223), Bali, the son 
of Virochana (224, 5, 7) and Namuchi (226). 
Prosperity waxes or wanes with virtue (228). 
Narada is set forth as the model man, uni¬ 
versally admired (230). 


220-230j 


7984 


The instruction which Vyasa gave to his 
son Suka, on: 

(a) The divisions of time (231). 
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(b) The evolution and dissolution of the ; chapter 

universe (232-3). | 

(c) The duties of a Brahman (234-5a). 

(d) The Sankhya teaching of the know- j 

ledge of the Atman (236-9). I 

(e) The yoga pratique of self-discipline : 

(240). I 

(/) The two paths—ritual acts and | 
renunciation of acts (241). ! 

(g) The four asramas, or steps to ; ! 

renunciation (242-5). j 

(A) A restatement of the Sankhya i | 

psychology and yoga self-discipline, and j | 

the power the latter imparts (246-9). i 

(«) The paramount importance of con- ; i 

centration on this highest of all objects, | 

the knowledge of the all-pervading Atman, i 
(250-5). 231-2551 

The origin of death (=VII, 52-4, q.v.) 256-258; 

(Ahimsd {non-injury to any creature) is the general ' j 

subject of chapters 259-72 and 277^ which seem to ! 
reflect the influence of Buddhist and Jaina teaching,) : 

(a) Ahimsa commended as the highest 

line of conduct. This is enforced by the ! 

discourse of the shopkeeper Tuladhara to the : 

rishi Jajali (261-4), by Vichakhnu’s protest : | 

against animal sacrifices (265), by Chirakari’s ; 
reluctance to carry out his father’s order to 
slay his mother Ahalya (266), and by Satya- 
vat’s plea to his father against capital 
punishment f267). 259-267 

(b) There being two modes of life approv¬ 

ed by the Veda, viz. that of the householder, 
which includes sacrificing, and that of the 
sanyasin, which involves no injury to any 
creature, Syumaraimi defends the former 
against Kapila, who extols the latter as alone 
leading to the highest bliss. 1268-270 
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{c) Virtue (dharma) alone brings eternal i chapter 
reward; the quest for wealth {artha) or j 
pleasure {kdma) leads to regrets in the ; 
beyond. 271 9755 

(d) That ahimsa is the greatest virtue is I 
illustrated by Narada’s story of Satya, who, in i 
spite of strong inducements, refused to offer i 
any but mental (that is, bloodless) sacrifices. | 272 9811 

For the attainment of emancipation, all j 
desire and aversion must be got rid of; and | ! 

this is eflFected by the practice of yoga. How ; ! 

the obstacles to yoga are overcome. 273-274' 9831 

Asita Devala’s account of how the Universe | | 

was evolved, beginning with the five elements | 
and going on to the complexity of individual ' 
personality; and of how these are dissolved i j 

again in the reverse order. 275 9874 

King Janaka an example of the tranquil¬ 
lity enjoyed by one who has conquered desire : 
and is entirely indifferent to possessions. 2761 9914 

Medhavi’s discourse to his father on the i j 

universal dread of death, and how it is over- ■ I 

come by following the path of ahimsa and | I 

offering only mental sacrifices (=175). I 277 i 9928 
Harita’s description of the manner of life ! 
of one who has renounced the world—the j 


sanyasin, 2781 

How Vritra, when he lost svarga, did not i | 

lose courage, and was instructed by Sanat- ! 


kumara on the pre-eminence of Vishnu, in 
whom the universe subsists; and how he 
finally attained the Brahma state, which after 
many births would be attained also by the 
Pandavas. 279,280 

How Indra slew Vritra with the aid of 
Vishnu; and also of Mahadeva, who afflicted 
Vritra with fever; and how Indra was freed 
from the guilt of Brahmanicide. 281, 282 


I 


9967 


9990 
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How fever originated from a drop of sweat 
from Siva’s brow at the destruction of Daksha’s 
sacrifice; and how it was spread among men 
and animals and lands. | 

# # # 

(A break in the discourse.) 

A question interposed by King Janamejaya, 
in reply to which Vaisampayana gives a 
variant account of the destruction of Daksha’s ! 
sacrifice by the agency of Virabhadra and ; 
Mahakali; and of how Daksha afterwards j 
praised Siva in a hymn of adoration, and j 
received his blessing, and was told of the j 
Pasupata religion. I 284! 

# # # i I 


Chapthi 

283 


{Bhishma's discourse resumed.) i 

Adhyatma-vidya (spiritual knowledge) I 
consists in knowing the constitution of the | 
universe, and the relation of the soul thereto. | 

It is this knowledge that liberates. ! 285 I 

It was by detachment that Samanga got I i 

rid of sorrow and fear, and became as happy I 

and free from care as a child (286). The 
best course for the average unlearned man 
is to follow the directions of his guru, and to 
live soberly (287). After a family has been 
reared let him cast off all relationships, and 
seek by detachment emancipation for him¬ 
self, for he is not responsible for wife, or 
children, or anyone else (288). This was 
Arishtanemi’s advice. 286-288 

How U^anas Kavi acquired the name of 
Sukra (the planet Venus). 289 

The instruction which Para^ara gave to 
King Janaka on worthy living and worthy 
dying; on the origin and duties of the four 
castes, and the moral duties incumbent on 


62 


Initial 

Verse 

10208 


10272 


10485 


10532 

1065 » 






^Anti-parva 

all men. Also the value to all of such self- chapter veSe^ 
mastery (tapas) as will rid them of cupidity 
(lobha). 290-298 10697 

How Prajapati, in the form of a golden 
swan, instructed the Sadhyas that the way to 
attain emancipation is by truth, self-control, | 

detachment, and a pure heart. 299 | 10992 

On Sankhya and Yoga, their differences 
and greatness. 300, 301 11037 

The instruction which Vasishtha gave to ; 

King Karalajanaka on the distinction between | 

Kshara, the destructible, embracing twenty- j 
four sargaSf and the twenty-fifth entity, j 
Akshara, which is indestructible; on the | 
different but not inconsistent teachings of the j 
Yoga and Sankhya on emancipation; and on the | 
contrast between knowledge and non-know- i | 

ledge (vidya and avidya), and the awakened | j 

and unawakened (buddha and abuddha) : 302-3081 11214 
The excellent precepts for the culture of j | 

virtue given by a Bhargava rishi to King I | 

Vasumat. j 3091 11518 

Yajnavalkya’s discourse to King Daivarati j | 

on the Sankhya teaching of the evolution and j I 

devolution of the universe (311, 312); the i | 

three factors in perception (adhyatma, adhi- | 
bhuta, adhidaivata), and the three gunas ! 

(313); of Purusha (soul or spirit) and 
Avyakta the Unmanifest, i.e. matter (314, 

315); also on Yoga, its relations to Sankhya, 
and its nature and method (316); of the 
regions attained after death, and the signs 
of approaching death (317); also of the source 
of his own knowledge of the Veda, and how 
it was tested by Vi§vavasu, the king of the 
Gandharvas (318). 310-318 11543 

Decrepitude and death inescapable, except 
to those who escape all rebirth. 
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Is it possible to attain emancipation 
without abandoning the life of a house¬ 
holder? How King Dharmadhvaja claimed 
to be an emancipate while still carrying on 
his royal functions, until a female mendicant, 

Chapter 

1 

Sulabha, made it clear that his claim was 
vain. 

The earnest words by which Vyasa won 
over his son Suka from a life of indifference 

320 

1 

i 

1 

to seek for emancipation. (Suka’s conver¬ 
sion to a serious life.) 

321: 

I 

1 

1 

The good and the evil both reap hereafter 

322, 

as they have sown. 

323-333 1 


The whole story of Suka’s life. i 

His birth (323, 324); visit to Janaka of I 
Mithila (325), from whom he receives in- } 
struction (326); he rejoins his father (327) | 
and with him recites the Veda (328); Narada | 
gives him admirable ethical instruction, I 
which decides him to seek for moksha 
(329-31); by prolonged yogabhyasa he ! 
discovers the path, and soars aloft beyond | 
the phenomenal world, and becomes one j 
with Brahma (332-3). | 

I 

^ m m \ 


The NarAyanIya (334-351) 

(a) How in the golden age Sri Bhagavat 
Krishna explained to Narada the great 
mystery of the Supreme Spirit who trans¬ 
cends all the gods (334). Narada, wishing 
to see this Infinite Lord, ascends Mount 
Meru, and sees the White Island and its 
inhabitants. 

(b) How King Uparichara (alias Vasu), a 
follower of the Satvata religion, studied the 
book of the seven rishis, and at a horse 
sacrifice had a vision of the Supreme God 


335 
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Narayana, which was denied to his guru 
Brihaspati. Ekata, Dvita and Trita testify 
that they had seen the White Island and its 
inhabitants, who were followers of the 
Pancharatra ritual, but that none could see 
the Supreme Hari himself. 

(c) How King Vasu, having approved the 
substitution of vegetable for animal offerings, 
was brought down from heaven by the 
curses of the Brahmans, but was afterwards 
reinstated. 

(d) How Narada visited the White Island, 
and, after a hymn of praise, was vouchsafed 
a vision of Narayana, who told him of his 
three-fold form (Sankarshana, Pradyumna, 
Aniruddha) and of his future incarnations; 
also that Narayana is eternal, whereas Brahma 
disappears and reappears from kalpa to 
kalpa. 

(340-349. A break in BMshma's discourse, Sauti 
repeats to iSaunaka VaUampdyana*s answers to 
certain questions asked by Janamejaya,) 


Chapter 


336 


337 


338-339 


{a) How Narayana assigned to the gods 
and rishis their several duties; and how 
Brahma was granted a vision of Narayana. 

(i) Krishna explains to Arjuna that Brah¬ 
mans are the equals of Agni, and have often 
by their curses brought punishment on the 
gods themselves. He explains the meanings 
of his many names, and relates how even 
Rudra was obliged to humble himself before 
him. 

(c) How Narada made a lengthy stay with 
Nara and Narayana at Badari, and received 
an explanation of why even they performed 
sacrificial rites. 

(d) Of the horse-headed form of Vishnu. 

(e) Of the origin of the Satvata religion 


340 


341-342 


343-346 

347 
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taught in the Gita, and why all Brahmans do 
not follow it. 

(f) of Vyasa's relations to Narayana (349), 
and how Brahma worshipped Purushottama 
(350, 351). 

# # # 


Chapter 

I 348 

I 

I 

349-3511 


{BhishnuCs discourse resumed.) 

That there are many roads to emancipa¬ 
tion. How a Brahman was seen by a Naga 
to enter into union with the sun (Surya) 
through having observed the Cncha vow. 


I 

352-365 


XIII. anuSAsana-parva 

(Bhishnufs discourse continued^ till his death.) 

91. Anusdsanika-parva. 

Yudhisthira’s conscience need not be 
troubled about blood-guiltiness, for guilt 
cannot be attributed to the Atman, which is 
a passive spectator; nor to the slayer, who is 
only the agent. Men’s fate is due solely to 
their karma. This is illustrated by the story 
of a snake and death, who both repudiated 
responsibility for the death of a boy from a 
snake-bite. 

Death has no power over a man who, even 
at the price of his wife’s honour, keeps his 
promise to a Brahman. Story of King 
Sudarsana, Queen Oghavati, and a Brahman 
guest. 

The mighty deeds of Vi^vamitra, which 
led to his attaining Brahmanhood. 

How it came about that Vi^vamitra, who 
was of mixed Brahman and Kshatriya 
parentage, was bom in the Kshatriya caste 
with Brahman qualities, and his nephew, 

66 
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Jamadagni, under similar circumstances, in 
the Brahman caste with Kshatriya qualities, 
(cf. 52 ff.) 

How a parrot saved the life of a tree in 
gratitude for its shelter—an example of feel¬ 
ing for others. 

Instances which prove that the condition 
at any time of gods, men or castes is the 
combined result of inherited karma and 
personal exertion. 

Karmic fruit is exactly appropriate to one's 
deserts. 

Brahmans are to be reverenced more than 
one’s parents or than the king. A promise 
to a Brahman must never be broken. One 
who broke his promise was reborn as a 
jackal, for the consequences of a Brahman’s 
anger are terrible. 

It is not permissible to give sacred in¬ 
struction to any but the three twice-born 
castes. 

Prosperity (sri) is attained by those of 
well-ordered and orthodox life. 

A woman’s life is more pleasurable than a 
man’s, and a mother’s love of her children 
is greater than a father’s. 


Chapter 

4 


6 | 

i 

7i 


8,9 

101 
11,13 

12 


(A Saiva section^ Meghavdhana-parvdkhydna), 

The greatness and names of Siva (Maha- 
deva), who is the Absolute Brahma, who 
transcends all other gods and whom Narayana 
adores. How Upamanyu and Krishna (14) 
and Tanda (16) each obtained a vision of 
Mahadeva. Their three hymns of adoration 
to Him. His thousand names (17), and the 
testimonies of great rishis to the benefits 
accruing from the recitation of these names 
(18). 
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How Ashtavakra withstood the tempting 
of the lady Disa, and by enduring the test 
gained his bride, 

A series of questions on good conduct, 
moral worth and self-control, on which sub¬ 
jects the testimonies are cited of Earth, 
Agni, Kasyapa and Markandeya. 

On the correct observance of Sraddhas; 
and the deeds which lead to heaven and 
hell respectively. 

On acts which are equivalent to Brahman- 
icide. 

Angirasa’s list of tirthas, and the merit of 
visiting them. 


Chapter 

19-21 


22 

23 

24 

25 


# # # # 


(An interlude,) | 

The most eminent rishis suddenly I 
appear on a brief visit to Bhishma, and as ; 
suddenly disappear. j 

# « # I 


26a 


(The discourse resumed.) 

The pre-eminent sanctity of the Ganges. 

That the status of Brahmanhood is un¬ 
attainable by any amount of austerities, but 
only by slow evolution through many rebirths. 
The story of Matanga’s vain attempt to attain 
it otherwise. 

How nevertheless Vitahavya, a Kshatriya, 
gained that status through the all-availing 
power of a Brahman’s word. 

The qualities of a model Brahman, as 
recounted by Narada. 

How Vrishadarbha (= U^mara = Sibi?) 
offered his life to save a pigeon from a hawk, 
and was rewarded with heavenly bliss (cf. 
Ill, 130, 197). 


26b 
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The super-eminence and power of Brah¬ 
mans—to worship and minister to whom is 
the most important duty of kings and all men. 

What Brahmans are worthy, and what 
unworthy, to receive gifts. 

The fascination and frailty of women, the 
root of all kinds of evil. How the ascetic 
Vipula was only able to protect his guru’s 
wife from falling by the exercise over her of 
his yoga power, and yet himself sinned with 
her in thought, though not in act; and how 
his secret thought came to light, as all secret 
thoughts do. 

Of marriage and inheritance: 

The five kinds of marriage; conditions 
of suitable marriage; what constitutes legal 
marriage (44). How sons and daughters 
inherit (45, 47). The respect due to women; 
they are to be always under protection (46). 
The number of wives allowable (47), Of 
mixed castes, and of children by irregular 
unions (47-49). 

The sanctity of cows. Cows and Brahmans 
are both of a value beyond price. A cow 
was the only equivalent possible for the 
ransom of the rishi Chyavana. 

Of the mingled Brahman and Kshatriya 
parentage of Rama Jamadagnya. (cf. chap. 4) 

Chapters 57—86 treat mainly of gifts to 
Brahmans and the sanctity of cows. 

(1) Meritorious works for expiating the 
manslaughter of the war—especially austeri¬ 
ties, gifts to Brahmans, and provision of 
groves and bathing-places for their use. 

(2) Gifts of all that they require should be 
bestowed on Brahmans as their natural right, 
without solicitation on their part. 

69 
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(3) The merit to be derived from gifts to j 

them of land (62), food, including venison 
(63-65), sandals, sesame for oil, drink, lamps, 
cows, etc. (66-69). I 

(4) How King Nriga, through disposing 

unintentionally of a cow belonging to a Brah¬ 
man, had to be reborn as a lizard for a | 
thousand years. | 

(5) Of Goloka, the heaven of cows and 
their donors, which is above all other heavens, 
and was seen by Nachiketas and described by 
Brahma. Also of the punishment in hell of 
those who kill cows. 

(6) Various kinds of meritorious deeds, | 
more ethical than gifts, and the fruit they : 
confer hereafter. 

(7) The ritual of the donation of cows i 

(76). They are pure in every part, including ; 
the excreta; and confer blessings here and ; 
hereafter (77,78, 82). Va^ishtha’s encomium | 
on cows (78-80). They and their donors go i 
to a superior heaven (81, 83). I 

(8) The gift of gold. Two mythological ; 

(Pauranic) accounts of the origin of gold. It 
was begotten by Agni on Ganga, and was 
identified with Karttikeya (Skanda), who slew 
the oppressor Tarakasura. j 


Chapter 


62-69 


I 


70; 


71-741 
75 


76-83 


84-86 


{Chapters 87-110 treat chiefly of iraddhas, fasts : 
and bait offerings.) | 


(1) Of the 4nddha feast (in memory of | 
the dead)—its ritual and the benefits it j 
confers; who should be invited, and who | 
excluded; its origination by Nimi, and its | 

later wide prevalence. j 87-92 

(2) A question on fasting introduces a | 
story of the seven rishis, who, even when.; 
starving, would not accept gifts which would | 
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detract from their merit, and how they were 
protected by Indra. Also another, or variant, 
story of how Indra vindicated the integrity 
of the seven rishis. 

(3) How the practice arose of giving 
umbrellas and sandals to Brahmans at 
^raddhas and other religious rites. 

(4) That it is the duty of a householder 
to offer the daily sacrifices, and to practice 
hospitality, especially by feeding Brahmans. 

(5) The flowers, lamps and aromatics 
appropriate to be offered to gods, demigods, 
Rakshasas and humans respectively. 

(6) How Nahusha, when king of Svarga, 
neglected the daily offerings, including the 
bali (or daily offering of food to all creatures), 
and thereby lost his psychic power, and 
oppressed the rishis, and was hurled from 
heaven, and turned into a boa, until released 
by YudhishAira (as related in III, 178-80). 

(7) To have any part, however remote, in 
stealing from a Brahman involves punishment 
in hell and other evils, from which there is 
no release but by sacrificing one’s life for a 
Brahman. 

(8) Enumeration of different grades, or 
worlds, of bliss to which the dead attain. 

(9) Fasting is the highest form of tapas. 

(10) It is correct and orthodox conduct 
(achara) that ensures long life. 

(11) The duty of brothers to brothers. 

(12) The times when fasting is of special 
merit and ensures sensuous delights in 
heaven (106, 107). Fasting affords the poor 
the opportunity of acquiring merit like that 
which sacrificing gives to the rich (107). 

(13) The greatest of all tirthas (sacred 
places) is the manasa*tirtha of the heart. 


Chaptbr 


93, 94 

95, 96 

97 

98 


99, 100 


101 

102 

103 

104 

105 j 

i 

i 

i 

j 

106, 1071 

I I 


71 


Initial 

Versb 


4396 

4601 

4651 

4677 


4743 


4813 

4843 

4906 

4954 

5113 


5133 




THE MAHABHARATA 


But it is well to bathe at earthly tirthas chapur 
also. 108 5349 

(14) The most important fast is at the 

worship of Krishna at dwadasi. 109 5370 

(15) Observance of the Chandra-vrata in 
the month of Margasirsha confers physical 

beauty. 110 5382 

# # # 

{Interlude. Brihaspatiy descending from the sky^ 
anstvers in the place of BMshma.) 

He speaks of the Hereafter, whither no 
friend will accompany a man except his 
acquired character (karma); and of the 
degraded animal-forms the sinful assume. 

He teaches that gifts of food to Brahmans 
are very cleansing from sin; and that the 
highest virtue is to regard all others as one’s i 

self (atmaupamya). 111-1131 5397 

# # # I 

i 

(Bhishma resumes.) j 

The relation of ahimsd to meat-eating, I 

hunting and sacrificing: 

It is best to abstain entirely from meat- 
eating and the slaying of animals; but an 
exception is made in the case of domestic 
animals slain for sacrifice with proper man¬ 
tras, and in the case of wild animals, which 
Agastya long ago dedicated to the gods, and 
which therefore may be hunted. 114-116 5575 

Kshatriyas who die on the battlefield in 
defence of Brahmans and cows attain a better 
hereafter. Story of an insect which met 
Vyasa, and rose through many transmigra¬ 
tions to Brahmanhood and Brahma. 117-119 5723 

How Vyasa and Maitreya at Benares dis- 
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cussed the relative merit of giving and chapter *verse^ 
receiving food. 120-122 5793 

The marks of a virtuous woman, as 
expounded by Sandill to Sumana. 123 5858 

That conciliatory speech is better than 
gifts to win a person’s favour. Story of how 
a Brahman conciliated a cannibal Rakshasa. 124 5880 

An enumeration given by gods, super¬ 
natural beings, pitris and rishis, who were 
assembled at the court of Indra, of ortho¬ 
dox and unorthodox practices in domestic, 
social and religious life, which, being pleasing 
or otherwise to the gods, bring happiness or 
the reverse to the doers. 125-134 i 5919 

i 

On receiving and bestowing gifts of food: 

The three highest castes may receive from 
one another, but not from a Sudra or medi¬ 
cine-man, etc. (135). Expiations to be made j 

for receiving food offered to the dead (pitris) i 

or by low castes (136). Names of great men | 

who have attained heaven by liberality to I 

Brahmans (137). Gifts vary in value accord- j 

ing to the motive (138). 135-138 6199 

{In chapters 139-61 ^ the subject is the greatness 
of Ndrdyana^ ofMahddeva, and of the Brdhntans.) 

Happenings at an assembly of rishis 139- 
attending an ancient vow of Krishna’s: 148a | 

(1) Fire came out of Narayana’s mouth 
and consumed a mountain, which was again 

restored by his favour. 139 * 6288 

(2) Narada thereupon narrated— 

{a) A similar feat by Mahadeva, who con¬ 
sumed Himavat with the fire of his eye, and | 

again restored it. 1401 6338 

(b) Mahadeva’s discourse with Uma ( 141 - ! 

5) in which he explains to her. | 
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i. Why he has a third eye and a blue 
throat, and haunts the cremation ground. 

ii. The five chief duties of a house¬ 
holder, the special duties of the four 
higher castes, the life of sanyasins and 
hermits, and the heavenly rewards they 
attain. 

iii. The future births, or recompense 
in the hereafter, of those of good (ortho¬ 
dox) and evil (heterodox) conduct; and 
that true Brahmans are those who are 
such by conduct. 

(c) Uma’s exposition of the duties of the 
female sex. 

(d) Mahadeva’s testimony that Hari Vasu- 
deva is the Supreme Spirit, and source of ; 
himself and all things, whom all should i 
worship. 

(3) Thereupon the rishis present praised | 
Krishna, foretold the birth to him of a son, | 
and departed. 

Bhishma adds his own testimony to the j 
greatness of Arhat Krishna, and bids | 
Yudhishthira remember the merit-giving 
discourse between Mahadeva and Uma. 

That Vasudeva is the Supreme God of 
gods. His thousand names. 

The Savitri (Rigveda III, 62, 10) is the 
greatest mantra. 

That the Brahmans are mightier even than 
the gods is the subject of chapters 151-9. 

(a) The Brahmans—who are the gods of 
the gods, the cause of all causes, the autho¬ 
rity of all authorities—are to be worshipped 
and honoured above all others. 

(b) They have proved mightier than earth, 
water, wind, fixe, and than the gods of 
Svarga. 


Chapter 


141, 142 


143-145 

146 

147 j 

I 

i 

148a I 

148b 

149 

150 


151 

152-157 
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6889 

6936 

7079 
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(c) Krishna, whom Bhishma extols in a 
hymn of praise, tells, at Bhishma’s request, 
how he learned from the erratic rishi I 
Durva^as always implicitly to obey the ! 


Chapter 


Brahmans. j 158-1591 

Vasudeva acknowledges Mahadeva to be | 
the Supreme God, and tells of his mighty | 
acts, his two-fold aspect (gracious and terri- I 
fying), his emblem the linga which the gods j 
adore, and the Satarudriya (Yajurveda | 
Vajasaneya, XVI, 1-66, which Brahmans i 
recite in his honour). il60, 161 

Scripture is more authoritative than direct | 
perception. The customs of orthodox society i 
are to be followed. 162 ■ 

Success is dependent partly on effort, | 

partly on good fortune; but fortune will not 1 

be permanently against those whose desires j 

are right, :163, 164i 

To remove the stain of sin, invoke daily ; ! 

the protection and guidance of all the deities : 
and auspicious beings in creation, who are I 
enumerated. i 165 


(End of Bfdshma's great discourse,) 


Bhishma announcing the time of his < 
approaching death, dismisses Yudhishthira, 
who, with his whole company, returns to 
Hastinapura. 


166 


92. Bhishma-swargdroha^-parva (the death 
of Bhishma). 

Yudhishthira returns with a great company 
after fifty days. They witness the death of 
Bhishma, whose spirit ascends to the skies, 
and perform his cremation rites. 1167, 168 
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Chapter 


Initial 

Verse 


93. advis¬ 
ed to celebrate a horse sacrifice). 

Vyasa advises Yudhishthira to celebrate the 
horse sacrifice, and tells him he can find the 
necessary wealth on Himavat, where a great 
store of gold was left behind after a notable 
sacrifice by Marutta, whose story he relates. 

Krishna (Vasudeva) tells him that, external 
enemies having been conquered, he still has 
the harder task of subduing the inward 
enemy, desire or cupidity, as Indra had to 
do by his conflict with Vritra. To this end 
he should direct his desires toward virtue 
and offer the horse sacrifice. 

The rishis who had attended the funeral 
rites of Bhishma promise their aid, and 
disappear. The company then return to 
Hastinapura; but Krishna and Arjuna go to 
Indraprastha. Krishna expresses a desire to 
return to Dwaravati. 

94. Anugitd-parva (Krishna recapitulates the 
teaching of the Gita). 

The AnugItA 

At Arjuna’s request Krishna gives a 
recapitulation of the teaching formerly given 
in the Bhagavad-gita; in three sections (16- 
51). 

(1) The instruction which a Siddha gave 
to a Brahman, Kasyapa, on how the soul 
passes from body to body, and what becomes 
of its karma; and especially what are the 
characteristics of the emancipate and how 
the state of Brahmanhood may be attained. 
Krishna says this instruction is the same in 
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substance as what he had given Arjuna in chapter vSe^ 
the car at Kurukshetra. 16-19 407 

(2) Brahmana-gita (20-34), the instruction 
which a Brahman gave to his wife on 
Brahmavidya: 

(a) The senses and pranas represented 
allegorically as the celebrants at a sacrifice 
(20-25); and the world order (samsara) I 
as a forest (27); that the all-pervading | 

Brahma is the only and imperishable j 
reality, and that the recognition of this is | 

the justification of animal sacrifice (28). j 20-28 599 

(b) How Jamadagnya Rama, after slay- j 
ing Arjuna Kartavirya and the Kshatriyas, 
was taught by the Pitris that greater than 
any victory over kings was the conquest 
of one’s own self, which is attainable by 
yoga (29, 30), as King Ambarisha also has 

testified (31). 29-31 817 

(c) How King Janaka was taught by 

the god Dharma, disguised as a Brahman 
offender, that nothing was really his own, 
and so was cured of his pride of owner¬ 
ship. 32 887 

\d) How a yogin, although outwardly 
appearing to belong to one of the four 
a^ramas, could yet be unattached to any. 33 913 

Krishna declared that the above story of 
a Brahman and his wife was only figura¬ 
tive, ‘The Brahman is my manas, the 
wife my buddhi and myself kshetrajna’ 

(34). 34 922 

(3) Guru-4ishya-samvada (35 to 51). The 
instruction which a guru gave to his disciple, 

—being a recital of what the Grandsire 

Brahma himself taught the rishis. 35 934 

Of the three gunas (36^39); the Great 
Spirit (mahanatma) of many names dwelling 
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in the hearts of all (40); the elements, 
pranas and organs of sensation and action 
(41,42); the various classes of created beings 
(43, 44); the wheel of life (45); the four 
asramas (46); renunciation and detachment 
(47); and the mutual relation of purusha 
and satya—association, together with diver¬ 
sity. (48) 

In reply to a question of the rishis (49), 
what the Grandsire said of the appropriate 
means of attaining Brahmahood; of the evolu¬ 
tion from ahankara (self-consciousness) of the 
five sensations and their varieties (50); and 
of the mind (manas) controlling the senses, 
as a charioteer his horses, with the under¬ 
standing (buddhi) for his reins (50, 51a). 

Krishna discloses that He himself was 
this guru, and Arjuna the disciple; and that 
the teaching was that which he had given 
Arjuna at Kurukshetra (51 b). 

{The narrative resumed.) 

The Horse Sacrifice 

Krishna returns with Arjuna to Hastina- 
pura (52). On his way thence to Dwaraka 
he meets the muni Uttanka, who would have 
cursed him (53), but who is pacified by 
Krishna, who shows him his universal form, 
and grants him a boon (54, 55). 

The story of Uttanka—how he escaped 
being eaten by the cannibal king Saudasa, 
and obtained the ear-jewels of Saudasa^s queen 
as a fee for his guru Gautama; how on his 
way back the ear-jewels were stolen by a 
* snake and how Uttanka recovered them 
from the subterranean world of the Nagas 
(cf. 1,3). 

Krishna, arriving at Dwaraka during the 
78 
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Raivatika festival, reports the result of the 
great battle (59, 60) and the death of 
Abhimanyu (61), for whom great mourning 
is made (62). 

How Yudhishthira set out from the capital 
to bring away the treasure of gold left behind 
at Marutta’s sacrifice, and duly found it. 

Meanwhile Krishna and other Vrishnis 
had arrived at the capital. There Uttara gave 
birth to a still-born child, Parikshit, whom 
Krishr^ restored to life. 

Later a great welcome is given to the 
Pandava party returning with Marutta^s 
treasure; and puja is offered in the temples. 

Yudhishthira’s initiation for the sacrifice; 
and the sending forth of the horse under 
the protection of Arjuna. 

Arjuna overcomes the Trigartas (74), 
Vajradatta (son of Bhagadatta) of Pragjyotisha 
(75, 76), the Saindhavas (sons of Jayadratha), 
where Duh^ala intercedes with him (77, 78). 

Arjuna is slain by his own son Babhruva- 
hana of Manipura, but is restored to life 
by his Naga wife, Ulupi (79, 80; v, I, 214), 
who tells him his temporary death was 
the result of the unfair way in which he 
compassed the death of Bhishma (81). 

Arjuna conquers Meghasandhi, son of 
Sahadeva of Magadha (82), and receives the 
submission of the Chedis of Suktimati and 
many other peoples, including those of 
Ko^ala, the Da^arnas the kingdoms of the 
Dakshina and of the West Coast, and 
then comes to Dwaravati (83), and lastly 
conquers Sakuni’s son, the king of Gandhara 
(84). 

Preparation for the sacrifice at Hastina- 
pura (85). The arrival of Krishna (86) and 
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of Arjuna, who is given a great welcome 
(87), and also of Babhruvahana (88a). 

The sacrifice is carried out. 

A half-golden mungoose in loud voice ' 
proclaims that the merit of the sacrifice is | 
not equal to that of a certain ascetic who j 
had given a few handfuls of powdered barley ! 
to a guest, and he tells the story of the ascetic. ! 

Conversation between Janamejaya and j 
Vaisampayana, in which the latter explains I 
that the merit of a sacrifice depends not on ; 
its costliness or the nature of its olferings, 
but on the mental attitude of the worshipper, 
and that seeds have been approved as suitable i 
offerings instead of animals by Agastya and ; 
other rishis (91,92 b). He also states that I 
that mungoose was Dharma in the form of ; 
anger (krodha), who had depreciated the ■ 
sacrifice in order to escape from the curse | 
of the pitris of Jamadagni (92b). | 


Chapter 

85-88a 
88b, 89 


90 


91,92 


XV. asramavAsika-parva I 

95. Asramavdsa-parva (Dhritarashtra retires | 
to the forest). ! 

Dhritarashtra, always respectfully treated ; 
by the Pandavas(with the exception of Bhima), | 
continues to enjoy the position and preroga- | 
tives of king for fifteen years. At the end of j 
that period he asks to be allowed to retire to 
the forest. 1-4 

After giving parting counsels to Yudhi- 
shthira (5-7), he takes formal farewell of his 
subjects (8-10) and performs a costly ^raddha 
for his deceased sons (11-14). 5-14 

Accompanied by Gandhari, Kunti, Vidura, 
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and Sanjaya, all garbed as hermits, he retires 
to the forest by the Bhagirathi. 

The party move to Satyayupa’s hermitage 
in Kurukshetra, where they are visited by 
Narada, who tells them of other kings who 
had likewise retired to the forest, and informs 

I 

Dhritarashtra that he has three more years 
to live. 

After a year the Pandava princes and , 
princesses, together with a large body of | 
citizens, visit Dhritarashtra at Kurukshetra | 
and have an affecting meeting. j 

The death of Vidura, whose spirit enters ' 
Yudhishthira. | 

The hermitage described. j 

Vyasa explains to them that Vidura was i 
Dharma incarnate. j 


Chapter 

15-18 


19, 20 

21-25 

26 

27 

28 


96. Putra • darsana - parva (a vision of the j 
deceased heroes). j 

Vyasa having offered Dhritarashtra a boon, 
he, Gandhari and Kunti ask to see their 
deceased relations, now in the other world. 

Vyasa reveals to them that they and the 
chief actors in the great war were incarna- I 
tions of various celestial beings. ! 

He bids them go to the Bhagirathi, where ! 
he gives them in the night a wonderful vision | 
of the deceased warriors, who rise out of the j 
waters, mingle with them, and disappear 
again. The widows plunge into the stream 
to rejoin their husbands. 

(34, 35. A break in Vaiiampdyana!s narrative.) 

Sauti relates to Saunaka the effect upon 
Janamejaya of the story of this vision. 

Vai^ampayana explains to the astonished 
Janamejaya how it is that the dead are able 
to reappear as living. It is because the great 


29, 30 

31 


32, 33 
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elements of their personality, being allied to 
the Lord of the Elements, survive as long as 
the fruit of their actions is not exhausted. 

By the favour of Vyasa, Janamejaya is 
granted a like vision of his deceased father, 
Parikshit. Just at that moment the snake 
sacrifice comes to an end, all the snakes, 
except Takshaka, having being consumed. 

{Vaiiampdyana resumes his narrative.) 

Yudhishthira and party return to the 
capital. 


Chapter 

34 b 


35 

36 


97. Ndraddgamana-parva (news of the death 
of Dhritarashtra, Gandharl and Kunti). 

After two years, Narada brings tidings to 
Yudhishtiiira of the death of Dhritarashtra, 
Gandharl and Kunti, in a forest fire acciden¬ 
tally kindled by the embers of the sacrifices. 
Funeral obsequies are carried out at Ganga- 
dwara, and a sraddha feast at Hastinapura. 


37-39 


XVI. MAUSALA-PARVA 

98. Mausala-parva (the Vrishnis slay one 
another with clubs). 

In the thirty-sixth year after the battle, 
some young men of the Vrishnis having in¬ 
sulted some rishis, the latter announce that the 
Vrishni race, except Balarama and Krishna, 
will be destroyed by iron clubs (musala), and 
Dwaraka be overwhelmed by the sea (1). 
Death stalks the city, which has become 
demoralised (2). The people, giving way to 
drink at a festival, slay one another (3). 

The death of Balarama and of Krish^. 
Arjuna comes to Dwaraka to remove the 
women. 
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Krishna’s father, Vasudeva, dies and four 
of his wives perform sati. Arjuna leads the 
16,000 wives of Krishna to Kurukshetra, 
but on the way Abhira robbers attack them 
and carry off many, Arjuna finding himself 
reft of his former power. Four of Krishna’s 
wives perform sati. 

Vyasa consoles Arjuna, and tells him the 
Pandavas’ time of departure is at hand. 


Chapter 
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XVII. MAHAPRASTHANIKA-PARVA 

99. Mahdprasthdnika - parva (the Pandavas, 
renouncing the world, make a last great 
journey round the land). 

The Pandavas decide to renounce the 
world; they make Parikshit (grandson of 
Arjuna, and father of Janamejaya and sole 
surviving heir of the Pandavas) king, and set 
out in ascetic garb, and make pradakshina of 
the whole country. 

Nearing Mount Meru, all except Yudhi- 
shthira, finding themselves unable to maintain 
the yoga state, fall on the ground, leaving 
Yudhishthira alone with a dog, which had 
followed him all the way from the capital. 

Yudhishthira refuses to enter heaven with¬ 
out the faithful dog, which then reveals itself 
to have been the god Dharma in disguise. 


11 1 


2 


47 


3l 73 


XVIII. svargArohana-parva 

100. Svargdrohana • parva (the ascent to 
heaven). 

Yudhisthira, seeing Duryodhana in heaven 
and his brothers not there, refuses to stay, 
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and asks to go where his brothers and ! 
Draupadi are. 

An angel-guide leads him down by the 
awful ‘sinners’ road,* where he hears the j 
voices of his brothers and Draupadi, in I 
torture, appealing to him to stay. He decides | 
to stay with them. j 

The deities, led by Indra, come; the illu- I 
sory hell disappears; Yudhishthira is highly j 
commended for his steadfastness, and ascends ; 
to tlie real heaven, where he meets his bro- j 
thers and Draupadi. I 

It is explained to him that Draupadi was j 
an incarnation of the goddess Sri (prosperity), | 
and the other heroes of the story incarnations i 
of various divine beings. i 

Vaisampayana explains to Janamejaya the i 

ultimate celestial state which the various i 

heroes and combatants attain. | 

{Sauti Narrator,) 

The snake sacrifice being concluded, 
Janamejaya returned from Taksha^ila to 
Hastinapura. 

How the Mahabharata was composed by 
Vyasa, and recited to gods, pitris, Rakshasas 
and men. 

Four verses — the Bharata savitri — by 
Vyasa, embodying the moral of the story. 

The great merit of listening to the Maha¬ 
bharata. 
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Appendix 


(Vaiiampdyana to Janamejaya,) i 

The ritual of the recitation of the Bharata, I 
the merit accruing therefrom, and the gifts 
to be bestowed on the Brahmans at its 
recital. 
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INDEX OF NAMES 


This Index includes matters not mentioned in the Analysis. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


B. = Brahman 

W. 

=» Wife of—or Wedd 

R. = Rishi 

Arj. 

= Arjuna 

K., Kg. = King 

Dhrit. 

= Dhritarashtra 

Ksh. — Kshatriya 

Dhrisht. 

= Dhrishtadhyumna 

F. — Father of 

Dury. 

= Duryodhana 

M. — Mother of 

Yudh. 

== Yudhishthira 

S. = Son of 

Ps. 

~ Pandavas 

Dr. — Daughter of 

Ks. 

— Kauravas 

MBh. 

~ Mahabharata 



A 

Akampana. K. Instructed by Na- 
rada concerning death, VII, 52 ff.; 

XII, 256 ff. 

Agastya. Weds Lopamudra, 
drinks ocean, stays Vindhya, III, 
96-105; dedicates wild beasts to 
the gods and so permits hunting, 

XIII, 115; offers bloodless sacri¬ 
fice of seeds, XIV, 92; curses 
Nahusha to fall from heaven. III, 
180; XIII, 99 f., etc. 

Agni. God of Fire; cursed by 
Bhfigu, I, 5-7; burns Khap<^ava 
forest, I, 222-34; forms of. III, 
217 ff.; the source of gold, XIII, 
84 f.; praised with hymn, 11, 
31. 

AngArapabi^a. Chitraratha, a Gan- 
dharva, overcome by Arj., relates 
many legends, 1,170 ff. 

Anoihas. Son of Prajapati, and one 


of the four Mulagotras, XII, 296; 
source with Agni of all forms of 
fire, III, 217 ff.; enumerates 
tirthas, XIII, 25. 

Atri. Maharshi maintains (against 
Gautama) that a king has the 
rank of Indra, III, 185; overcomes 
Rahu, XIII, 156. 

Aniruddha. The second of the three 
progressive forms of the eternal 
Narayana, XII, 339 ff. 

Abhimanyu. Ksh., son of Axj. by 
Subhadra. Weds Uttara, IV, 70; 
prominent in battle, VI, 69ff.; his 
death, VII, 33-50; avenged by Arj., 
72,145 f.; mourned at Dwaraka, 
XIV, 61 f.; Parikshit his post¬ 
humous son. 

AmarAvatI. Indra’s city in Svarga, 
visited by Axj., Ill, 42 ff., 168. 

AmbA. Dr. of Kg. of KaSi. To 
compass Bhishma’s death, immo- 
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lated herself, and was reborn as 
l5ikhandin, V, 173-92. 

Ayoda (Dhaumya), PL., who tested 
his three disciples, I, 3. 

Ayodhya. Capital of Kosala, III, 
66,70 f., 148-202. 

Arishtanemi. Tarkshya., ^1., son of 
Kasyapa by Vinata; restores his 
son’s life. III, 184; talks with 
Sarasvatl, 186; advice concerning 
detachment, XII, 286-8. 

ArundhatI. Wife of Vasistha, of 
exceptional ascetic merit, III, 225; 
discoursed with i5iva through 
twelve years’ drought, IX, 48. 

Arjuna. (1) His ten names, IV, 44; 
begotten by Indra on Kuntf, wife 
of Pandu, I, 123. Incarnation of 
Nara,*V, 49; VI, 23; VII, 201; 
trained by Dropa, excels in arms, 
I, 133-7; conquers Drupada’s 
kingdom for Drona, 138; over¬ 
comes the Gandharva Chitraratha, 
168ff.; wins Draupadi at svayam- 
vara, 184 ff.; exiled for twelve 
years, 213; visits tirthas, 21; weds 
Ulupi, 214; Chitrangada, 215; and 
Subhadra, 219ff,; returns to In- 
draprastha, 221. Helps Agni to 
burn Khai;tdava forest and receives 
celestial bow (Gandiva) and equip¬ 
ment, 224-34. Subdues northern 
kingdoms for Yudh.’s Rajasuya 
sacrifice, II, 25-8. Learns pra- 
tismriti from Vyasa, III, 36; meets 
Indra and ^iva and Lokapalas, 37- 
41; spends five years in Svarga, 
42-6, 165-8; learns use of celes¬ 
tial weapons, music and dancing, 
44, 174; destroys Nivitakavachas 
and the Danava city Hira^ya- 
pura, 169-74. Disguised as 
eunuch at Virata’s capital, IV, 2; 
hides his weapons in Sami tree, 5; 
recovers them, 40; and defeats the 


raiding Trigartas, 45; weds his 
son Abhimanyu to Uttara, 70-2. 
Invokes Durga, VI, 23; discourses 
with Krishna (Bhagavad-gita), 25- 
42; prominent in battle, 56-9, 
69-74, 99-106; often compared 
to Indra contesting with Vyitra. 
First fight with Karna, VII, 32; 
vows to avenge Abhimanyu’s 
death, 72 f.; obtains Pa^upata 
weapon from ^iva, 81; slays Jaya- 
dratha, 88-146; gives army a 
night’s rest, 184 f.; protests against 
beheading of Drona, 190-2. On 
account of vow would slay Yudh., 
but instead insults him by address¬ 
ing him as ‘thou’, VIII, 65-71; 
fights and kills Karna, 86-91. 
Averts destructive effect of Asvat- 
thaman’s aishika dart, X, 10-6. 
Touring with Krishna listens to a 
recapitulation of the Gita (Anu- 
gita), XIV, 16-51; protecting the 
horse for Yudh.’s horse sacrifice, 
he overcomes many opponents, 
72-87; is slain by his son Babhru- 
vahana, owing to a curse, but is 
restored to life by Ulupi, 79-81. 
Goes to Dvaraka to rescue the 
women, but in fighting Abhira 
robbers finds he has lost his 
former power, XVI, 5-9; dies on 
way to Meru, XVII, 2. 

Arjuna. (2) Kartavirya, K. of Haiha- 
yas at Mahishmati, received 1,000 
arms from Dattatreya; on account 
of his oppressions was slain, with 
all Kshatriyas, by Parasu Rama, 
III, 115ff.; XIV, 29. 

Alambusha. Rakshasa warrior, VI, 
87 ff. 

A^vatthAman. B., son of Drotja 
and Kfipa, prominent in battle, 
VI, 69 74; a false report that he 
is slain leads to his father’s death, 
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VII, 190; invokes Narayaria and 
Agneya weapons in vain, 193-202; 
vows to avenge Duryodhana, IX, 
64 f.; attacks the sleeping camp, 
X, 1-9; his life is spared because 
a Brahman, but he is disgraced, 
X, 10-6; and retires to Vyasa’s 
hermitage, XI, 11. 

A§vins. Twin gods, fathers of 
Nakula and Sahadeva by Madrj, I, 
124; hymned by Upamanyu, I, 3; 
restore his youth to Chyavana, and 
obtain right to the Soma, III, 
123-5. 

Ashtavakra. R., knew the Veda 
before birth, born crippled; at 
Janaka’s sacrifice defeats Bandin 
in debate, restores his father to 
life, is straightened at Uddalaka’s 
hermitage. III, 132-4; travels 
beyond Himavat, is tested by 
Di4a, and wins Suprabha as bride, 
XIII, 1^21. 

Asuras (Daityas, Danavas). Demo¬ 
nic powers, opponents of Aryan 
gods, perhaps originally (deities of) 
aboriginal tribes; failed to obtain 
ambrosia, I, 19; cast out of 
heaven, hid in earth, mountains, 
waters, I, 19, 64; XII, 166; their 
city Tripura destroyed, VIII, 33 f. 
See Vritra, Tgraka, Rahu, Nivata- 
kavachas. Elder brothers of the 
Devas, XII, 33. 

Asita Devala. FI. Finds Jaigigavya 
everywhere, and learns from him 
the way of Moksha, IX, 50; XII, 
229; instructs Narada on evolution 
of universe, XII, 275. 

Ahichchhatra. Dr u p a d a ’ s resi¬ 
dence in North Panchala I, 
138. 

A 

ARUiyi. Uddglaka. B. Disciple 
of Ayoda Dhaumya, I, 3. 


AstIka. B., ascetic son of Jaratkaru, 
stops Janamejaya’s snake sacrifice, 
1, 13-15, 45-58. 

Adityas. Twelve sons of KaiSyapa 
and Aditi, manifestations of the 
Sun, named, I, 65, 123; XII, 208. 

Aryavarta. XII, 326 (1. 12229). 
Only mention of the country of 
the Aryas. 

I 

IkshvAku. K., founder of Solar 
Dynasty, II, 14; discourses on 
exchange of merits, XII, 199. 

Indra. — ^akra, one of the four 
Lokapalas, III, 41, 54; one of 
successive kings of Svarga, I, 31, 
197 (1. 29); XII, 227; his city, 
Amaravati, III, 168; his palace- 
hall and court and attendants, II, 
7; Gained Svarga by defrauding 
Prahlada of his virtue, XII, 124; 
lost it by Brahmanicide, V, 9-18; 
how cleansed from the stain, IX, 
42f.; XII,281. SlaysVyitra,V,9; 
resists the burning of Khandava 
forest, I, 222 ff.; preserves the 
ambrosia from the ‘snakes*, I, 
34ff.; his arm paralysed by Chya¬ 
vana, III, 124, and by ^iva, VII, 
202. Gives Arj. celestial weapons, 
III, 41,167; and armour, etc., 174; 
entertains him five years in Svarga, 
III, 42 ff., sends him to destroy 
Nivatakavachas, 169 flf., deprives 
Karpa of his natural armour, but 
gives him a deadly dart, III, 300- 
10; visits the Pandavas, III, 165f.; 
slays Namuci, IX, 43; protects the 
seven fishis, XIII, 93f., dispels 
Yudh.’s illusive hell, XVIII, 3; 
assumes various disguises, III, 37, 
54-7, 310, 315; XII, 124, etc.; 
attended by Gandharvas, etc. 

Indradyumna. K. and R. Older 
than Mgrka^deya, regarded as in 


87 



THE MAHABHARATA 


heaven only so long as his fame 
lasted, III, 197. 

Indraprastha. — Khai?<^ava- 
prastha, q.v. 

Indrota-Saunaka. B. Instructs 
Janamejaya, XII, 150-2. 

I 

I^Ana and Isvara. ‘ Lord,’ Supreme 
Being, God. Isana, III, 30; V, 31, 
46; XII, 317. Isvara, III, 30-2; 

V, 37-106; VI, 37-42; XII, 232- 
4; 285, 301, 306 f., 313; XIV, 3; 
applied generally to J^iva or 
Vishnu, occasionally to Brahma, 

VI, 12; VII, 59; Indra and other 
deities. 

U 

Ugrasravas. ~ Sauti. B. Recites 
MBh. to Saunaka, I, 1. See 
p 5. 

Utathya. Expounds good gov¬ 
ernment to Mandhatri, XII, 90; 
drank up all waters, XIII, 154. 

Uttanka. R, Obtains for his guru 
the ear-rings of Paushya’s queen, 
I, 3; XIV, 56-8; helps to slay 
Dhundhu, III, 201; curses Krishna 
and sees his universal form, XIV, 
52-8. 

UttarA. Dr. of Virata, weds Abhi- 
manyu, IV, 70-2; mother of 
Parikshit, XIV, 66-70. 

UdapAna. Tirtha, IX, 36, 

UddAlaka. See Aruni. 

Upamanyu. B. Pupil of Ayoda, I, 
3; sees Mahadeva, XIII, 14. 

Upaplavya. Capital of Matsyas, 
IV, 72; V, 147; X, 11. 

Uparichara. =Vasu. K.ofChedis 
(Kaii), 1, 63; of Satvata religion, 
saw Narayapa, Xll, 336; oiSered 
only vegetable sacrifices, XII, 337. 

Upasunda. See Sunda. 


Urva^I. Apsaras, ancestress of Arj., 
Ill, 45. 

Uluka. Envoy to Pap^avas, V, 160. 

UlOpi. Naga wife of Arj., I, 214; 
XIV,80f.;XVII, 1. 

U^ANAS KAvya. R. Purohita of 
Danavas, I, 76; IX, 39; acquired 
the name of ^ukra, XII, 289. 

U^lNARA. Cf. Sibi and Vjrishadar- 
bha; K., protected pigeon from 
hawk, III, 130f., 197. 

R 

Rishya^ringa. R., Ill, 110. 

E 

Ekachakra. Town where the Ps. 
lived in disguise, I, 156 f. 

Ekata. B., IX, 36; saw the White 
Island, XII, 336 ff. 

O 

OghavatI. (1) Wife of King Sudar- 
^ana, XIII, 2; (2) a river, IX, 38, 
62; XII, 50, 2. 

AU 

Aurva. B., 1,178-80. 

K 

Kacha. B., I, 76 ff. 

Kai^ika. B. Gives ruthless counsel 
to Dhpit., I, 140. 

Kaisjva. R. Foster-father of &kun- 
tala, I, 71 ff. 

Kadru. Mother of 1,000 ‘snakes’, en¬ 
slaves her co-wife Vinata, I, 16 ff.; 
Dr. of Daksha, wife of Ka^yapa. 

KapAlamochana. Tirtha, IX, 39. 

Kapila. R. Founder of SAnkhya, 
XII, 218; on the life of a sanydsin, 
268. 

KarAla Janaka. XII, 302. 

Karima. Son of Prithi by Sfirya, 
nurtured by a suta, I, 111; XII, 
1-6; opposes Arj. at svayamvara, 
I, 134; wins digvijaya for Duty., 
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252; deprived of natural 
armour by Indra, who gives him 
a deadly dart, III, 300-10; is told 
the secret of his birth, but decides 
to support Dury., V, 138 ff.; refuses 
to fight till Bhishma falls, 157- 
168; rejects Bhishma’s advice to 
make peace, V, 66; VI, 121; has 
combats with Arj., VII, 32, 145; 
wastes his deadly dart, 172 ff.; 
commander of Kaurava army, 
VIII, 10; his origin revealed by 
Dury. to Salya, 31-6; brags and 
disputes with Salya, 37-46; wounds 
Yudh., 47 ff.; is slain by Arj., 86- 
92; the secret of his birth revealed 
to Pandavas, XI, 27. 

Kali. Spirit of evil or misfortune, 
V, 72, 74; enters into Nala, III, 
58-76; incarnate in Dury., XV, 31. 
The Iron Age, the age of disorder. 

Kalkin. Incarnation of Vishpu at 
end of Kali-yuga, will give the 
earth to the Brahmans, III, 190 f. 

KalmAshapAda. K., became canni> 
bal by Vasishtha’s curse, I, 176; 
the sequel, 182; =Saudasa, 
XIV, 58. 

Ka^yapa. Son of Marichi, husband 
of Kadru and Vinata, I, 16; father 
of Adityas, I, 65. 

KAmpilya. Capital of Drupada’s 
kingdom, I, 138, 189, 192. 

KAmyaka. Forest, on the Sarasvati 
and near desert. III, 3, 11, 36,50, 
258. 

KArttikeya. = Skanda, q.v. 

KAla. Time, destiny, XIII, 1. See 
Brahman. 

KAli. =^MahSka]i, goddess, XII, 
284; IV, 6; VI, 23. 

KA^i. a tribe and kingdom, 1,102; 
V. 176; XIII, 30; XIV, 83. See 
VSrdnasi. 

KA^yapa. Any descendant of 


Ka^yapa—e.g. Kanva (q.v.), 1,70; 
a rishi persuaded not to save 
Parikshit’s life, I, 43; author of 
beautiful hymn on forgiveness, 
III, 29; a Brahman dissuaded from 
suicide, XII, 180. 

KirAta. Forest people of Himalaya, 
III, 39, 90, 177; VII, 112; XII, 
207; XIII, 14. Seep. 3. 

KirmIra. Rakshasa, killed by 
Bhima, III, 11. 

KuntI. — Pritha, mother of Karna 
by Surya, I, 111; III, 303 ff.; or by 
the Yadava, Sura, I, 67; III, 103; 
V, 90; wife of Pan^u, bore Yudh., 
Bhima and Arj., by three gods, I. 
122 ff.; bids her sons share Drau- 
padi, I, 191; exhorts her sons to 
fight, V, 132 ff.; private talk with 
Karna (ib.); retires to forest, XV, 
15 f.; sees deceased relatives, 29; 
death, 37 ff. 

Kubera. = Vaisravana, a Lokapala, 
lord of wealth and yakshas, half- 
brother of Havana, III, 274; VIII, 
92; XII, 122. His abode and lotus 
lake on Gandhamadana guarded 
by Rakshasas, III, 152-60; he 
welcomes the PaJjdavas, 161 f. 

KumAras. Demons under command 
of Skanda, III, 228. 

KurujAngala. = Kulinda. A peo¬ 
ple and kingdom of Himalaya, III, 
140, 177; I, 94 (1. 49), 109; V, 19. 

Kurukshetra. = Samanta - pan- 
chaka, scene of the great battle; 
now Thanesar, 1,2,101 (1.8); III, 
130 f.; V, 151 f.; VI, 1; IX, 53; 
XII, 48; XVI, 5 f. 

K91TAVARMAN. Prince of Bhojas 
and Andhakas, XVI, 3; ally of 
Kauravas, takes part in night 
attack, X, 1-9; returns to his 
kingdom, XI, 11; is slain by 
Satyaki, XVI, 3. 
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Kripa. B. Great archer, adopted 
with sister Kfipa by fentanu, I, 
130; fights on side of Kauravas, 
IV, 57; VII, 147; takes part in 
night attack, X, 1-9; retires to 
Hastinapura, XI, 11; made guru 
to Parikshit, XVII, 1. 

K^ishi^a. K. Vasudeva, son of 
Vasudeva and DevakI, chief of 
Dasarhas of Dvaravati, I, 218; at 
Draupadi’s svayamvara recognizes 
the PSndavas, I, 187; his sister 
Subhadra wedded to Arj., 219-21; 
helps Agni to burn Khandava 
forest, 224 ff.; driven from Mathura 
byjarasanda, II, 14; advises death 
of Jarasanda, II, 17. First in¬ 
troduced as incarnate Hari at 
RajasQya sacrifice, II, 33; his 
priority and virtue being dis¬ 
puted by Ji^isupala, and defended 
by Bhishma, he kills l^iiSupala, 36- 
42; absent from gambling match 
because fighting ^alva, III, 12-23; 
twice visits Pandavas in forest, 12, 
183; appears in answer to Drau¬ 
padi’s prayer, 262; his aid sought 
by both parties, he promises to be 
neutral, V, 7; his various names 
explained, V, 70; XII, 341; his 
mission to Kauravas, 72-131; pri¬ 
vate conversation with Kunti and 
Karna, 132 ff.; reveals his universal 
form to Dury., V, 131; to Arj., VI, 
35; to Bhishma, XII, 51; to 
Uttanka, XIV, 54; affirmed to be 
Supreme God and Eternal Atman, 
II, 36-44; V, 67-71; VI, 28, 34, 
65-8; VII, 8-11; XII, 43; fre¬ 
quently incarnated, VI, 28-30. 
Charioteer of Arj., VI, 23; dis¬ 
courses with Arj, before battle, 
25-42. Breaking his promise, he 
thrice intervenes to save Arj., VI, 
59,106; VII, 29; victory of 


vas attributed to him, VI, 65 ff.; 
VII, 8-11. His mighty deeds, 
VII, 11; exults at Karna’s misuse 
of deadly dart, VII, 180ff.; teaches 
Yudh. prevarication, VIII, 65 ff.; 
reproached by Duty, for unfair 
death of five leaders, IX, 61; justi¬ 
fying himself, is condemned by 
Invisible Voice, IX, 61; his car 
bursts into flames, IX, 62; dispels 
effect of hostile darts, X, 10-16. 
Acknowledges Mahadeva as the 
greatest of all gods, X, 17; XIII, 
160; cursed by Gandhari to suffer 
a miserable end, as chief cause of 
calamities to the Kauravas, XI, 
25; in ecstatic state (turiya) has 
telepathy with Bhishma, XII, 45 ; 
acknowledges Bhishma as superior 
in virtue, XII, 50; performs daily 
japa, V, 94; XII, 53; made all but 
invulnerable by Durvasas, XIII, 
159. His friendship with Arj., 
XIV, 15, 52 f.; repeats substance 
of Gita to Arj. (Anugita), XIV, 
16-51; brings news of the battle 
to Dvaraka and orders a jatra, 
XIV, 59-62; restores Parikshit to 
life, XIV, 66-70; arrives at Yudh.’s 
horse sacrifice, XIV, 86; fails to 
protect Dvaraka, XVI, 2; killed by 
hunter’s arrow, XVI, 1-3; his 
wives immolate themselves, 7 ; his 
16,000 concubines (XIII, 15, 159; 
XVI, 5,11; XVIII, 5) attacked by 
robbers, XVI, 5-7. 

His twenty-two names explain¬ 
ed, V, 70; XII.341; his thousand 
names, XIII, 149; his four forms, 
VII, 29; hymns of adoration to 
him, VI, 35; XII, 43, 45; spoken 
of as Bhagavat, XII, 334; VSsu- 
deva, VI, 65 f.; XIII, 147, 149; 
Hari, XII, 341; NSrSyapa, XII, 
207; Purushottama, VI, 39; 
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Visvatman, III, 263; Govinda, 
VII, 11, 70; the refuge and goal 
of the bhakta, VI, 31 ff., 42; 
Universal Friend, VI, 29; All in 
all, 31, 36, 39. Said to be one of 
two ancient rishis, XVI, 8; or 
deities, VII, 12. See Nara Nara- 
yana. Principal other names— 
Kcsava, Madhava, Janardana, 
Hrishike^a, Madhusudana, 
Achyuta. 

KuiSHiyA. — Draupadi, q.v. 

KailAsa. Abode of Kubera and 
giva, III, 108 f., 153 f., 176 f. 

Ko^ala. II,30f.; 111,76; VII, 47; 
XIV, 83. 

Kauravas. Sons of Dhfit., I, 115; 
rivals of Pandavas; attempt to 
burn them, 141 ff.; invite them to 
Hastinapura and divide kingdom 
with them, 1,200 ff.; have divided 
counsels, III, 4; try to humiliate 
them, III, 236 ff.; raid Virata’s 
country, IV, 35 ff.; discuss envoy’s 
report, V, 47 ff.; their leaders, 
VI, 13 f.; of whom all are slain 
except four, including Dury., 
IX, 18 ff. 

Kau^ika. (1) B., taught by a woman, 
III, 106 ff.; (2) B. who always 
spoke the truth, VIII, 69. 

KausikI. River and tirtha, 1,215; 
III, 87-110. 

KH 

KhAijipava. Forest burnt, 1,222 ff. 

KhAisipavaprastha. = Indra- 
prastha, Pap^ava capital (modern 
Delhi), 1,207; 11,1-4. 

G 

GangA. =Bhagiratht, XV, 15, 32; 
river and goddess; 1,170; III, 83 
ff., 142; VI, 6; its sanctity, XIII, 
26; descended from heaven and 
refilled the ocean, III, 106 ff.; 


mother of Bhishma by ^antanu, 
I, 96 ff.; also mother of gold by 
Agni, XIII, 84 f. 

GangAdvAra. H a r d w a r, XI I, 

285; XV, 37. 

Gai^^a. Wrote down MBh., I, 1; 
also epithet of ^iva, III, 39. 

Gandhamadana. Mountain range 
of Himalayas, III, 139 ff., 158 f.; 
VI, 6. 

GandhAra. Kingdom, XIV, 84. 

GayA. XIII, 88. 

Garuda. Son of Ka^yapa and 
Vinata, I, 16; serves Kadru and 
her sons, and carries off the 
Ambrosia to the ‘snakes’, 20-34; 
humbled by Vishnu, V, 104 f. 

GAijIdIva. Arj.’s bow; received, I, 
225; its history. III, 12; IV, 43; 
V, 158; cast into ocean, XVII, 1. 

GAndhArI. Queen of Dhyit., V, 67; 
advises peace with Ps., 129; recon¬ 
ciled with them, XI, 10 ff.; visits 
and describes battlefield, curses 
Krishpa, XI, 16-25; retires to 
forest, XV, 15; dies by forest fire, 
37. 

GAlava. B., disciple of Visvamitra, 
V, 106 ff. 

Girivraja. Capital of Magadha, II, 

20 . 

Goloka. The heaven of cows, 
XIII, 71 ff., 83. 

Gautama. (1) R., guru of Uttanka 
(q.v.), XIV, 56 ff.; (2) an ungrate¬ 
ful Brahmana, XII, 168 ff. 

GH 

Ghatotkacha. Rakshasa, son of 
Bhima by Hi<^imba, I, 155; III, 
144; in battle, VI, 87-96; VII, 
153 ff.; killed by Karpa, 172 ff. 

CH 

ChArvAka. Rakshasa, disguised as 
mendicant Brahman, would 
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avenge Dury., but is slain, IX, 64; 

XII, 38. 

Chitraratha. ~ Angaraparna (q.v). 
Gandharva king, I, 170 ff.; 
= Chitrasena (?), Ill, 241-6. 

ChitrAngada. Princess of Mani- 
pura, weds Arj., I, 215, 217; 
mother of Babhruvahana, XIV, 
79 f.; returned to Manipura, 
XVII. 1. 

ChirakAri. B., XII, 266. Example of 
ahimsa, refused to kill his mother. 

China. A people of the Himalayas, 
III, 177; V, 19. i 

Chedi. District and people, V, 19; I 
capital ^uktiraati, XIV, 83. I 

Chyavana. R., son of Bhfigu and j 
Puloma, I, 5 ff.; his story. III, j 
121 flf.; ransomed for a cow, I 

XIII, 50 f.; foretells birth of 
Vi^vamitra, 52-6. 

J 

JatAsura. Rakshasa, carries off 
Yudh. and Draupadi, slain by 
Bhima, III, 157. 

Janaka. K. of Videha (cap, Mithi- 
la), says death in battle is equal to 
a sacrifice, XII, 97-9; refuses to 
use treachery, 104 ff.; dismisses a 
hundred preceptors in favour of 
Panchasikha, 218; taught by Para- 
sara, 290; cured of pride of 
ownership, XIV, 32; on the peace 
of renunciation ‘though Mithila 
be burned,* XII, 17, 178, 276. 

The name is also borne by other 
kings of the line, Janaka Daiva- 
rAti, taught by Yajriavalkya, XII, 
310; and KarAla Janaka, taught 
by Va^ishtha, XII, 302. 

Janamejaya. K., son of Parikshit, 
great-grandson of Arj.; makes 
‘snake’ sacrifice, I, 35-58, listens 
to MBh. recited, 1,59 f., question¬ 
ing Vai4amp§lyana throughout; 


spoken of as *of old time*, XII, 
150; guilty of Brahmanicide and 
instructed by iSaunaka, XII, 150 fit.; 
sees his deceased father, XV, 35; 
concludes the sacrifice, XVlIl, 5. 

Jamadagni. Father of Para^u 
R§ma, III, 115; XII, 49; XIII, 
4; XIV, 92. 

Jayadratha. K. of Sindhu-Sau- 
viras, weds Duh^ala, I, 117; tries 
to carry off Draupadi, is humiliat¬ 
ed, released, and vows vengeance, 
III, 264-72; cuts off Abhimanyu’s 
retreat, VII, 33 ff.; slain by Arj., 
146. 

JaratkAru. B., F. other of Astika, 
I, 13-48. 

JarAsandha. Oppressive K. of 
Magadha, slain by Bhima, II, 13- 
24. 

JAmadagnya. See Rama, 1. 
j JaigI^avya. a muni. See Asita 
Devala, IX, 50; XII, 229. 

T 

Takshaka. Serpent prince, kills 
Parikshit and escapes Janamejaya*s 
snake sacrifice, I, 41-58; XV, 35. 

Taksha6ilA. (--Gr. Taxiles.) 
Scene of Janamejaya’s snake sacri¬ 
fice, I, 3; XVIII, 5. 

TAiypi. A saint who saw Siva, and 
praised him in a hymn, XIII, 16 f. 

TapatI. Wife of Samvarapa, and 
mother of Kuru, 1,171 ff. 

Tasht^i. Celestial carpenter, III, 
283; V, 56; epithet of Viivakar- 
man. 

TAraka. Asura, slain by Skanda, 
VIII, 33; XIII, 84 ff. 

TArkshya. ~ Arishtanemi, q.v. 

TulAdhAra. Shopkeeper, of VSrS- 
nasi, instructs jSjali fishi, XII, 
261-4. Washeajaina? 

Trigarta. Tribe, allies of Dury., 
raid VirSta, IV, 25 ff. 
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Tripura. City of the Daityas, des¬ 
troyed by Siva, VIII, 33 f. 

Trita. Deserted by brothers, 
performs mental sacrifice, IX, 36, 
sees the White Island, XII, 336. 

D 

Daksha. Prajapati, I, 75; his curse 
causes the Moon to wane, IX, 35; 
his sacrifice destroyed by Siva, 
whom he afterwards adores in 
song, XII, 283 f. 

Dattatrbya. See Arjuna (2). 

DadhIchi. R., from whose bones 
Indra made his thunderbolt, IX, 
51. 

DamayantI. Wife of Nala; their 
story, III, 52-79. 

Dambhodhava. K., humbled by 
Nara, V, 96. 

Dasyus. Non-Aryans, XII, 65, 135, 
168 ff. 

Di^A. Lady, symbolical of the 
sensuous delights of the heavenly 
land in the north, who tested 
Ashtavakra, XIII, 19-21. 

Duh^alA. Only dr. of Dhrit., wife of 
Jayadratha, pleads with Arj. for 
her sons, XIV, 77 f. 

Duj^SAsana. Son of Dhrit., mal¬ 
treats Draupadi, II, 67 f.; exults 
at exile of Pandavas, 79; counsels 
peace, V, 128; slain by Bhima, 
who drinks his blood, VllI, 82. 

DuroA. Goddess, consort of diva; 
invoked before the battle by Arj., 
IV, 6; VI, 23. 

Duryodhana. Eldest son of Dhrit. 
and leading opponent of Papd^vas; 
plots to cheat Yudh. at dice, II, 
47; maltreats Draupadi, 66-73; 
plots to kill Ps. in forest, III, 7; 
expedition against Ps. being foiled, 
vows to starve himself, 236 ff,; per¬ 
forms Vaishtiava sacrifice, 252 fiF.; 
sends Durva4as to humble the Ps., 


262; seeks alliance of Krishna and 
dalya, V, 7 f.; obstinate for war, 
94-131; sends insulting message 
to Ps., 160 f.; hears story of Sikhan- 
din, 173 ff.; asks Bhishma to resign, 
VI, 97; refuses reconciliation, 121; 
hides in a lake, IX, 29; challenged 
by Bhima, 30-3; the combat, 55- 
69; reproaches Krishna for unfair¬ 
ness, 61; his lament and call for 
vengeance, IX, 64 f.; avenged by 
the night attack, X, 1-9; his illusory 
appearance in heaven, XVIII, 1; 
incarnation of Kali, XI, 8; XV, 31. 

Durvasas. Erratic rishi; teaches a 
mantra to Kunti, I, 111,223; tests 
Mudgala, III, 260; visits Ps. with 
10,000 followers, III, 262 f.; exhorts 
Krishna to obey Brahmans, XIII, 
158 f.; and makes him all but in¬ 
vulnerable, XIII, 159. 

Dushyanta. K, weds Sakuntala and 
disowns her, I, 70-74. 

DevakI. Mother of Krishna, her 
svayamvara, VII, 144; performs 
sati, XVI, 7. 

DevayAnI. Wife of Yayati, I, 78. 

DevasthAna. Ascetic, dissuades 
Yudh. from retiring to forest, XII, 
20 ff. 

DaivarAti. See Janaka, XII, 310. 

DrAvipa. People of S. India, II, 
31,34; 111,118; VI, 9; XIII, 33; 
XIX, 83. 

Drupada. K. of Panchala, fellow- 
disciple and intimate of Dropa, 
repudiates him and loses half his 
kingdom, I, 131-8; seeking a son 
to overcome Dropa, becomes 
father of Dhfishtadyumna and of 
Draupadi, 167; detects the Papd^” 
vas at svayamvara, 193 ff.; by a gift 
of Siva, obtains birth of iaikhapdin 
to avenge Amba, V, 188 ff.; killed 
by Dropa, VII, 186. 
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Drona. B. , repudiated by Drupada, 
becomes instructor to the Ks. and 
Ps., 1,131; cruelly maims Ekalavya 
(Nishada rival of Arj.), 132 f.; by 
aid of Arj. captures Drupada and 
annexes half his kingdom, 138; 
and gives Arj. Brahma^ira weapon, 
139; manages the Kaurava estate, 
II, 80; succeeds Bhishma as 
commander-in-chief, VII, 5-7; 
tries to capture Yudh., 17-35; 
deceived as to his son’s death, is 
slain by Dhrishtadyumna when in 
praya, 190-2. 

DraupadI. Her birth, I, 165 f.; 
weds Five Pandavas, 184 ff.; incar¬ 
nation of Sri, 197; XVIII, 4; pre¬ 
cautions against dissension among 
her husbands, I, 208 ff.; her child¬ 
ren, III, 183; is gambled away by 
Yudh., but disputes the legality of 
it, is dishonourably treated by 
Dury., II, 58-73; impugns the 
justice of Providence and depre¬ 
cates forgiveness. III, 27-36; 
discourses on duties of a loyal 
wife, 233 ff,; her Prayer to God 
(Hari or Krishna) in emergency 
answered, 11,68; 111,263; attempt 
of Jayadratha to capture her, III, 
264 ff.; Kichaka’s attempt to 
seduce her avenged by Bhima, IV, 
14-24; her passionate speech for 
war, V, 82; her death on way to 
Meru, XVII, 2; meets her hus¬ 
bands in Svarga, XVIII, 3. 

DvArakA. Or Dvaravati. Capital 
of Yadhavas (Vrishnis) and of 
Krishna, 1,218-21; 11,14; 111,15; 
XIV, 14, 53; Raivatika festival at, 
XIV, 59 f.; overwhelmed by the 
sea, XVL 

Dvita. Brother of Ekata (q.v.) and 
Trita, IX, 36; XII, 336. 

I>VAITAVANA. Forcst and lake, out¬ 
side Kurujangala, on the Bhoga- 


vati (Sarasvati, acc. to Nilakantha), 
111,11,23 f., 177, 258. 
DvaipAyana. See Vyasa. 

DH 

Dharma. God of Justice, cursed 
for injustice, is born as Vidura, I, 
107 f.; XV, 28; father of Yudh. by 
Kunti, I, 123; III, 315; disguised 
as yaksha, tests Yudh. with ques¬ 
tions, III, 313 ff.; also as a dog, 
XVII, 3; and in other forms to 
test men, V, 106; XII, 128, 273; 
XIII, 2; XIV, .32, 90 f. 

Dharmadhvaja. (Janaka ?) King 
of Mithila, whose claim to be 
emancipate was disproved by 
female mendicant, XII, 320. 

DharmarAja. Epithet of Yama, and 
of Yudh. 

DharmavyAdha. Sudra; virtuous 
hunter of Mithila, instructs Kau- 
sika. III, 207-16. 

DhAtri. The Great Ordainer, an 
Epithet of Brahma, q.v. 

Dhundhu. Danava chief, hiding 
in desert sand, slain by Kuvala^va, 
III, 201-4. 

DhritarAshtra. K. Son of Vyasa, 
and brother of Pan^u, born blind, 
1,106; weds Gandhari, 110; father 
of 100 sons, one dr. and Yuyutsu, 

I, 115-17; his minister Kanika’s 
advice, 140; consents to gambling 
match, but vacillates and frees the 
Ps., II, 49 ff.; his forebodings, 

II, 81; III, 48 ff.; his sleepless 
night, V, 33-40; warned bySanjaya 
of Krishna’s greatness, 67 flF.; holds 
council to discuss peace or war, 
V, 72 ff.; attributes his calamities 
to fate, II, 49 ff., 81; V, 159; 
declines gift of eyesight, VI, 2; 
receives reports of the battle from 
Sanjaya, VI, 4, and onward; his 
decline due to Baka DAlbhya’s 
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anger, IX, 41; consoled by Vyasa 
and Kfish^ia, 63; reconciled with 
Ps., XI, 1-15; after fifteen years 
retires to forest at Kurukshetra, 

XV, 1-25; is granted by Vyasa a 
vision of deceased relatives, 29 ff.; 
dies in forest fire, 37-9. 

Dhrishtadyumna. K., son of Dru- 
pada, brother of Draupadi, Born 
of sacrificial fire to slay Drona, I, 
167; appointed commander-in- 
chief of Papdava army, V, 151; 
slays Dropa, VII, 190 ff.; killed by 
Asvatthaman in night attack, X, 8. 

Dhaumya. B. Purohita of Ps., I, 
183; II, 53, 80; III, 3; enume¬ 
rates tirthas, III, 86 flf.; explains 
seasons and movements of heaven¬ 
ly bodies, 163; brother of Asita 
Devala, I, 183. 

N 

Nakula. 1 win son with Sahadeva 
of Madri, wife of Pandu, I, 124; 
bewitched by a yaksha, III, 313 
f.; assists at the Bajasuya, II, 32; 
and horse sacrifices, XIV, 72; 
noted for his beauty, XVII, 2. 

Namuchi. Asura, slain by Indra, 
IX, 43; through resignation and 
detachment found peace in calam¬ 
ity, Xll, 226. 

Nara and NArAyaijia. Two ancient 
fishis, munis or deities, VII, 12; 

XVI, 8; with hermitage at Badari, 
where they practised great austeri¬ 
ties and sacrifices, VII, 201; XII, 
342-6; at Daksha’s sacrifice, XII, 
342; re-incarnated in every age, 
V, 49; VII, 201; especially in Arj. 
and Kfishna; invoked in open¬ 
ing stanza, I, 1. 

NarmadA. River, III, 121 f.; XIII, 
25. 

Nala. K , of NishAdas, weds I>amay- 
anti. Their story, III, 52-79. 


j Nahusha. K. of Lunar Dynasty, 
F*. Yayati, I, 75; usurped 
throne of Svarga, was hurled 
thence for pride and oppression, 
and turned into a serpent, V, 9-18, 
XIII, 100; as such he seized 
Bhima, and was restored to heaven 
by Yudh., Ill, 181. 

Nachiketa. R., son of Uddalaka, 
died and returned to life, having 
seen the World of Bliss and Go- 
loka,XIII,71 ff. 

NArada. Devarshi tells Ps. the story 
of Sunda and Upasunda, I, 208- 
12; visits Yudh. and describes the 
halls of the gods, II, 5 ff.; brings 
Yudh.'s message from Pan(^u 
in Svarga, 12; predicts destruction 
of Kurus, 80; enumerates the 
tirthas. III, 80-85; compares the 
merits of wsibi, Suhotra and himself, 
194, 198; relates story of Galava 
and Yayati, V, 106 ff.; tells Akam- 
pana the origin of death, VII, 52 
ff.; relates history of Karna, XII, 
1-6; is the model man, XII, 230; 
preaches ahimsa, 272; is taught 
concerning the Supreme Spirit, 
and sees the White Island and 
Narayana, whom he praises in a 
hymn, XII, 334-8; stays with 
Nara and Narayana, 342; brings 
Yudh.'s news of death of Dhrit., 
etc., XV, 37. 

NArAyai^ia. (1) Krishna (q.v.); (2) 
twin rishi with Nara (q.v.), 

XII, 343-6; invoked with Nara 
and Sarasvati, I, 1; (3) the One 
Eternal Spirit, identified with 
Vishpu; has three forms, Samkar- 
shapa, etc., assumes incarnations; 
praised in 99 names (see the 
Narayaniya, XII, 334-51), yet he 
worships Rudra, VII, 201. 

Nimi. K. Founder of ^raddha feast, 

XIII, 91. 
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NivAtakavacha. Danavas, dwelling 
in the sea, invulnerable by the 
gods, conquered by Arj., HI, 
165-72. 

NishAda. a non-Aryan people, I, 
•28 f., 132 f., 148; III, 53; XIV.83. 

N91GA. King, XIII, 2, 70. 

Naimisha. Forest, 1,1; III, 84; IX, 
37; on the Gomati river, XII, 355. 

P 

PancharAtra. a religious system, 
XII, 336, 350. See Satvata. 

Pancha^ikha. B. Overcomes Jana- 
ka’s 100 preceptors and instructs 
Janadeva on emancipation, etc., 
XII, 218. 

PanchAla. a people on the Ganges 
Doab, ruled over by Drupada 
(q.v.),I,131; 11,14. 

PayoshnI. The river Tapti, III, 

120 . 

ParAsara. R. Grandson of Vasish- 
tha, and father of Vyasa, hears 
story of Aurva, I, 178 ff.; instructs 
King Janaka, XII, 290 ff. 

Parikshit, Grandson of Arj., post¬ 
humous son of Abhimanyu by 
Uttara, father of Janamejaya, and 
sole survivor among Ps. of the 
war, and so king at Hastina- 
pura, XVII, 1; still-bom, but 
revived by Krishna, XIV, 66-70; 
killed by * snake* Takshaka, whence 
the snake sacrifice, I, 41-4, 49 f. 

PAijipavas. Five sons of Pandu; 
their birth and upbringing, I, 115 
ff.; sent away to Varanavata, escape 
a plot to destroy them there by 
fire, 141 fF.; in hiding at Ekachakra, 
157 ff.; wed Draupadi at Kam- 
pilya, 135, 184-99; receive half¬ 
kingdom and make capital at 
Indraprastha, 201-7. After many 
years lose their kingdom and are 
exiled, II, 58-76; during twelve 


years* exile visit the tirthas, III, 
95-156; and Himalayas, 158-81; 
one year in disguise at court of 
Virata, IV; negotiations for res¬ 
toration of kingdom fail, and 
end in decision for war, V, 1-150; 
assembled at Kurukshetra, obtain 
permission of their gurus, 
Bhishma, Dropa, etc., to fight them, 
VI, 43; visit Bhishma at night, 
VI, 107. The eighteen days* battle, 
VI-XI; learn that Karna is their 
brother, XI, 27; listen to Bhlshma*8 
last discourse, XII, XIII; cele¬ 
brate horse sacrifice, XIV, 52-89; 
for fifteen years share kingdom 
with Dhj*it., till he retires, XV, 1- 
4; after a few years, renounce the 
world, make pradakshina of king¬ 
dom and set out for Meru; all but 
Yudh. die on the w^ay, XVII, 2; 
in Svarga, XVIII; Parikshit, their 
only surviving heir, XVII, 1. 

PAijipu. Father of Ps., 1,111-27. 

PAnpyas. People and country of 
South India, I, 187; II, 31, 52; 
111,85; V, 19-22; VIII, 19-21. 

PingalA. Converted courtesan, 
XII, 174. 

PulomA. Wife of Bh|*igu, I, 5. 

PusHKARA. (1) Brother of Nala, III, 
59, 78; (2) Tirtha, now Pokur, 
near Ajmir, III, 82; XVIII, 5. 

POjANi. A wise parrot, XII, 139. 

P 91 THA. = KuntI, q.v. 

Paushya. K. His queen*s ear-rings 
obtained by Uttanka, I, 3. 

PrajApati. Epithet—of seven or 
ten progenitors of mankind, XII, 
207 f., 334; of the seven yishis; of 
Daksha, I, 75; and of Brahma, 
VIII, 33; XII, 299. 

{ Pradyumna. (1) Son of Kpshpa by 
Rukmirii, II, 14; III, 16 ff.; (2) a 
form of NSrayapa, XII, 339. 

PrabhAsa. Tirtha, on sea coast near 
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Dvfirakfi, III, 88, 118; IX, 35; 
XVI, 2, 3. 

PrahlAda. Virtuous Asura King, 
F. Virochana, II, 68; V, 35; de¬ 
frauded of his merit by Indra, 
XII, 124; testifies to the peace of 
detachment, 179, 223. 

B 

Baka. (1 ) Rakshasa, slain by Bhima, 
I, 157 ff.; (2) long-lived nshi, 
speaks on mysteries of Providence, 
III, 193. 

Baka DAlbhya. R. visits Ps., Ill, 
26; his anger the cause of the 
fall of the Kauravas, IX, 41. 

BadarI. Hermitage of Nara and 
Narayana at source of Ganges, 
visited by Ps., Ill, 47, 142, 156, 
177; XII, 343. 

Bandin. Suta, defeated in debate 
by Ashtavakra, III, 132 flf. 

BabhruvAhana. Son of Arj. by 
Chitrangada; kills his father, 1, 
217; XIV, 79-81. 

Baladeva. —Balarama. Elder 
brother of Krishna; meets the 
Ps. at Prabhasa, III, 118; neutral 
in the war, goes on pilgrimage, 
IX, 35-54; witnesses combat be¬ 
tween Bhima and Dury.; blames 
Bhima for unfairness, 53-60; his 
death, XVI, 4. 

BalAka. Example of gaining merit 
through a wrong act, VIII, 69. 

Bali. Asura, son of Virochana; ex¬ 
ample of resignation in misfortune, 
XII, 224-7. 

BAhlika. K. Elder brother of 
Santanu, to whom he resigns the 
Lunar throne for another kingdom, 
V, 149; ally of Ks., V, 167; VII, 
1.S7. 

B^ihada^a. ^1. tells the story of 
Nala and Damayanti, III, 52-79. 

B^ihaspati. B. Purohita of the 


Devas and Marutta, XIV, 6; Suka, 
XII, 324; and Vasu, 336; speaks 
on the Hereafter, XIII, 111 ff. 
Brahman. The one eternally un¬ 
changing unconditioned, imperish¬ 
able Reality, having no second, 
III, 133; neither male nor female, 
sat nor asat, XII, 201; called 
Atman, Paramatman, Ekatman, 
XII, 351; Akshara,XIV,28; Tad, 
VI, 29, 31, 37; called also Kala 
(time) as the ultimate absorber 
of all, XII, 223, 232; XIII, 1. 
Brahma. The first god of the 
triad. Creator, Ordainer (Dhatfi), 
Grandsire (Pitamaha), Prajapati, 
Jagatprabhu, World Guru, revered 
by all, V, 49; friend of Devas and 
Asuras, V, 78; and of all creatures, 

II, 11; and castes, I, 164; Arbiter 
in disputes, rectifying injustice or 
remedying distress, I, 7, 24, 64, 
213, etc. Dwells in Mahameru, 

III, 163; his assembly hall is 
supersensuous and immeasurable, 
II, 11; offered sacrifices in Hima- 
vat, 11,3; 111,87; XII, 166, etc.; 
was once charioteer to Siva, 
although superior, VIII, 34; is 
worshipped at Pushkara and Sri- 
ku]:i4a. III, 82. His worship 
neglected because of his gentle¬ 
ness, XII, 15. Festival in his 
honour, IV, 13. Said to have 
composed a great treatise on 
human duty, XII, 59. Under 
name of Dhatp, etc., he is spoken 
of theistically as the one God. 

Brahma^iras. Magical weapon, I, 
139; 111,91; X, 12. 

BH 

Bhagadatta. Kg. of Pragjyotisha, 
slain by Arj., VII, 26-32. 
Bhacavad-gItA. VI, 25-42, teaches 
Satvata religion, XII, 348. 
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Bharat A. K., S. Sakuntala, I, 
68-74, 94 f.; 111,90; VII. 68. 
BharadvAja. Discusses with 
fishi Bhfigu, XII, 182 ff.; F. 
Yavakri, III, 135-8. 

BhAradvAja. Any descendant of 
Bharadvaja, e.g. Drona, and one 
who gave ruthless counsel to 
Satrunjaya, XII, 140. 

BhArgava. Any descendant of 
Bhfigu, e.g. Jamadagni, Saunaka 
and Markai?deya, 1,5 ff.; XII,309. 
BhIma. (1) Son of Vayu by Kunti, 

I, 111, 123; thrust into Ganges, 
descends into Naga-Iand, 128 f.; 
slays Hi^imba and Baka, 152 f.; 
and Jarasandha, II, 20 ff.; vows 
to avenge Draupadi, 68-71; kills 
Kirmira, III, 11; advises war with 
Dury., 36; meets his brother 
Hanumat, 146 ff.; fights the 
RAkshasas guarding the lotus>lake, 
152 ff.; slays Ja^asura, 157; dis¬ 
perses Yakshas, 160; seized by a 
boa, 178; drinks of enchanted lake 
and faints, 311; kills wrestler at 
Virata, IV, 13; kills Kichaka to 
save Draupadi, 14 ff.; recovers 
Virata’s kine, 25; prominent in 
battle, VI,60,69,75; fights Karna, 
VII, 126-39; challenges Dury., 
IX, 30-3; has combat with him 
with maces and breaks Dury.’s 
thigh, 55-60; pursues Aivattha- 
man, X, 10-16; dies on way to 
Meru, XVII. 

(2) King of Vidarbha, F. Dama- 
yanti. III, 52 ff. 

BhIshma. K. S. ^antanu by Ganga, 
renounces throne and becomes 
celibate, obtains brides for his 
father and Vichitravirya, brings 
up the Ps. and Kurus, his virtuous 
rule, 1,96-110; affirms to Si^upila 
the greatness of Kpshija, II, 40; 
advises peace, V, 124; Amba seeks 
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his death, 173f.; commands Kuru 
army eight days, VI; permits the 
Ps. to fight against him, VI, 83; 
tells them how alone he can be 
slain, 107; falls and lies on a bed 
of arrows, 108-20; his great dis¬ 
course, XII, 50-XIII, 166; death 
after fifty-eight nights on the bed 
of arrows, XIII, 167. 

Bhuri^ravas. K. S. Somadatta, 
grandson of Bahlika, fights Satyaki 
and kills his ten sons, VI, 74 ff.; 
is slain by Satyaki when in praya, 
VII, 140-4. 

Bhi^igu. Son of Brahma, whence 
the Bhargavas, I, 5; husband of 
Puloma, ib. His talk with Bharad¬ 
vaja, XII, 182-92. 

M 

Magadha. Kingdom, I, 113; II, 
14; V, 19; XIV, 82 (capital, 
Girivraja). 

Mankai^aka. Proud of his merit, 
but humbled by MahSdeva, III, 
83; IX, 38. 

Manki. Renounced desire, because 
convinced that all was decided by 
destiny, XII, 177. 

Maijiipura. City in South India, I, 
215; XIV, 79; XVII, 1. 

MAiyiBHADRA. K. of Yakshas, III, 
64f., 139; XII, 271. 

Matanga. S. Sudra by Brahman 
mother; tries in vain to gain 

Brahmanhood, XIII, 27-9. 

Manu. (1) S. Viva^vat (Surya), 
saved at Deluge, III, 187; (2) law- 
giver quoted, I, 73; III, 35; V, 
40; XII, 21, 36, 95, 265; XIII, 46 
et passim, but unnamed. ‘Three 
books alone (III, XII, XIII) con¬ 
tain as many as 260 ^lokas of the 
2,684 of the Manava^dkarma- 
idstra' (Macdonell). 

Maya. Asura, saved from burning 
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forest, I, 228; builder of Tripura, 
VIII, 33; builds hall for Yudh., 

II, 1-4. 

Marutta. K. His hidden treasure, 
VII, 55; XIV, 1-10, 63-5. 

MahAkAli. Goddess, a form of 
Uma, XII, 284. 

MahAdeva. — Siva, q.v. The name 
Mahadeva is especially used in 
X,1 f.; XIII, 140-8,160 f. 

MahAbhArata. Its composition, 
successive editions and repeti¬ 
tions; its ritual use, and ethical 
purport, I, 1, 59 f.; XII, 346; 
XVIII, 5. 

MahAbhisha. = Santanu, 1,94 q.v. 

MahishAsura, III, 231. 

Mahendra. Mountain range 
(Western Ghauts), III, 114-7. 

MAtAli. Indra’s charioteer, III, 
42; V, 97 ff. 

MAtris. * Mothers,* good and evil, 
of the world sprung from Skanda, 

III, 226-30; their names, III, 37 
(I. 33); IX, 46. 

MAdrI. W. Pari^u, I, 113 ff.; M. 
Nakula and Sahadeva, 124. 

MAndhAtri. K. Ill, 126; XII, 64, 
90, 121; friend of Indra, XII, 
122 . 

MArkanpeya. Ever-young fishi, 
III, 25; his long discourse, 183- 
232, witnessed the creation. III, 
188; relates stories of Ramayapa, 
273 ff.; and Savityi, 293 ff. 

MithilA. Capital of Videha, Ill, 
207; XII, 218; ‘though all Mithila 
be burned,’ XII, 178. 

Mudgala. R. Refuses Svarga, III, 
260; his inexhaustible bowl, ib. 

Meghasandhi. K. of Magadha, 
XIV, 82. 

Medhavin. B. Discourses on the 
higher life, and summum bonum, 
■vTT 17 c 777 

Meru! Mount’ III, 163; VI, 7. 


Maitreya. R. Discusses with 
Vyasa at Benares, XIII, 120, 

Y 

Yakshas. Under Kubera, guard 
Himalayan retreats, dispersed by 
Bhima, III, 160 f.; questions Yudh. 
at enhanted lake, 311 ff.; their 
King Manibhadra, III, 64. 

Yama. Lord of the spirits of the 
dead. III, 297-9; also called 
Dharmaraja, judge of the dead. 

YamunA. River Jumna, I, 60; III, 
126, 308; XIII, 50. 

YayAti. K. of Kasi, exchanged old 
age for youth, fell from heaven 
through pride, and re-ascended, 
1,76-93; 111,195; V, 115-23; IX, 
41. 

Yavakri. R., Ill, 135-8. 

Yavana. a people, V, 19; = Ionian 
(Bactrian?) Greeks, VI, 9; XIII, 
35; XIV, 73. 

YAj5Javalkya. B. at court of Janaka, 
XII, 310-18. 

YAdavas, I, 8 , 3 (see Vrishnis). 

Yudhishthira. S. Kunti by 
Dharma, I, 115-24; installed as 
heir, 139; his palace hall, II, 1-4; 
after prosperous rule offers Raja- 
suya sacrifice, 13, 33-45; vows to 
live for others, 46; gambles away 
kingdom, brothers and wife, 58- 
65, 74-6; learns pratismriti, III, 
36; listens to story of Nala, 52 ff.; 
and of Rama and Sita, 273 ff.; 
answers Y aksha’s questions, 311 ff.; 
although reputed righteous, V, 1, 
suggests to Salya to use treachery, 
V, 8 ; consoled by story of Indra 
regaining Svarga, V, 9-18; his 
modest demand of the Kauravas, 
31; junior to Kar^a, 138 ff,; visits 
Bhishma at night, VI, 107; Dro^a 
attempts to capture him, VII, 17- 
25; comforted by story of Akam- 
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pana and other kings, VII, 52-71; 
deceives Drona and so causes his 
death, 190-2; wounded by Karna, 
VIII, 47-64; Arj/s quarrel with 
him, 65-71; dissuaded from retir¬ 
ing to forest, XII, 7-37; installed 
as K., 37-42; offers hymn of 
adoration to Kfishna, 43 f.; re¬ 
ceives instruction from Bhishma, 

XII, 50-XIII, 165, for 50 days, 

XIII, 167; visits Dhjrit. at Kuru- 
kshetra, XV, 21 ff., 36; renounces 
the world and alone reaches Meru, 
XVII, 1-3; after severe testing 
enters heaven, XVII1. 

Yuyutsu. S. of Dhrit. by a Vaisya 
woman, I, 115; sided with Ps., 
VI, 43; sole survivor of Dhyit/s 
sons, IX, 29; guards the capital, 
XV, 23; remains behind at final 
departure of Ps., XVII, 1. 

YuyudhAna. Satyaki. K. of So- 
makas (Yadavas), ally of Ps., Ill, 
150; V, 3, 19, 151; his ten sons 
killed by Bhurisravas, VI, 74; 
kills Bhurisravas unfairly, VII, 
140-4; one of the five survivors of 
the night slaughter, X, 1-9; death 
at Dvaraka, XVI, 3. 

R 

RAkshasas. See p. 3 f., and Alam- 
busha, Kirmira, Ghafotkacha, 
Baka, Ravana, Vibhishai>a, 
Hidimba. 

RAma. (1) S. Jamadagni = Para^u 
Rama (a name not inMahabharata), 
half B., half Ksh., XIII, 4, 52-6; 
lived in Mahendra mountains, 
punished Arj. Kartavirya, slew all 
Kshatriyas at Kurukshetra, I, 2. 
Ill, 114-7 ; XII, 48; XIV, 29 f. In 
later age, tutor to Bhishma, whom 
he fights for 23 days, V, 176-85; 
defeated by Rama Da^aratha, III, , 
99; advises peace, V, 96; gives 


Kar^a magical weapons, VIII, 31; 
(2) S. of Dasaratha; his story 
(Ramayana), III, 148-51; 273-92. 

RAvai^a. Rakshasa, K. of Lanka, 
III, 273 ff. 

RAhu. Daitya, beheaded at the 
churning of the ocean, became 
enemy of Sun and Moon, I, 19; 
size of his surviving head, VI, 11. 

Rukmin. K. of Bhojas, brother of 
Rukmioi, III, 12; V, 50,158. 

RukmiiviI. W. Krishna, V, 158; 
becomes sati, XVI, 7. 

Rudra. See ^iva. 

Ruru. B. Vows to kill every ‘ snake ’, 
hears story of Astika, I, 8-13. 

Raibhya. R. Friend of Bharadvaja 
and F. Yavakri, III, 135-8. 

L 

LopamudrA. W. Agastya, III, 95-9. 

Lomasa. R. Accompanies Ps. 
to tirthas, 111,47, 92 ff. 

V 

Vajradatta. S. Bhagadatta, K. of 
Pragjyotisha, XIV, 75 f. 

Varuista. Lokapala and Aditya, 
lord of the waters, 1,225; III, 55, 
165; his hall, II, 9; and tirthas, 
IX, 47. 

Va^ishtha. Purohita of Ikshvaku 
line; his great deeds, XIII, 155; 
his conflict with Viivamitra, IX, 
42; and grief at death of his son, 
1,174 ff.; curses the Vasus, 96-9; 
instructs Karalajanaka on Yoga- 
sankhya, XII, 302-8; his praise of 
cows, XIII, 78-80. 

Vasu. (1) Eight semi-divine beings 
cursed to be bom as mortals, 1, 
96-9; cursed Arj. for unfair death 
of Bhishma, XIV, 81. (2) Upari- 
chara, q.v. 

Vasudeva. F. Krishna; his death, 
XVI, 7. 
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Vasumanas. K. Instructed by 
Vamadeva, XII, 92ff. 

Vasumat. K. S. Janaka, who was 
taught notable precepts on virtu¬ 
ous living, XII, 309. 

VAtApi. Daitya, slain by Agastya, 
III, 95 ff. 

VAmadeva. R. Married frog 
princess, III, 192; instructs King 
Vasumanas, XII, 92. 

VArAnasi. Capital of the Ka^is, 
captured by Haihayas and re¬ 
covered, XIII, 30; home of 
Tuladhara, XII, 261. 

VAsudeva.=K rishna, q.v. 

VAsuki. Serpent K., 14, 18, 48, 
128. 

ViCHAKHNU. K. Protests against 
animal sacrifices, XII, 265. 

ViCHITRAViRYA. K. I, 100 ff. 

ViDURA. S. Vyasa, by ^udra wo¬ 
man, incarnation of Dharma, I, 
107; XV, 28; envoy to Ps., I, 
205 f.; opposes gambling match, 

II, 49; advises recall of Ps., Ill, 
4-10; counsels Dhrit., V, 33-40; 
XI, 2; retires to forest, where he 
dies, XV, 15, 28. 

Vi NAT A. W. Ka^yapa, and M. 
Gambia, enslaved by co-wife and 
freed by Garu^a, I, 16-34. 

ViNDHYA Mountains, III, 104. 

ViPULA. Ascetic, XIII, 41-3. 

ViBHlSHAi^A. Brother of Havana, 

III, 148; chooses integrity as his 
boon, and is promised immortality, 
Ill, 275; sides with Rama, 283 ff. 

VirAta. K. of Matsyas, with whom 
Ps. lived in disguise, IV passim; 
his death in battle VII, 186. 

Vi^VAKARMA. The artificer of the 
gods, II,8ff.; Ill, 161; VIII, 31, 
34, 53. 

Vi^vAmitra. K. of KanySkubja; 
his birth, XII, 49; attains Brfih- 


manhood, IX, 39; conflict with 
Va^ishtha, I. 174 f.; IX, 42; F. 
Sakuntala, I, 71; his mighty 
deeds, XIII, 3 f.; breaks caste in 
famine, XII, 141 f. 

Vi^vAvasu. Gandharva K., tests the 
knowledge of Yajflavalkya, XII, 
318. 

Vishnu. (1) An Aditya, I, 66; V, 97; 
VI, 34. (2) One of a triad of gods; 
co-ordinate with Brahma and Siva. 
(3) Name of the Supreme God, 

II, 33; III, 163, 272; VI, 28-30; 

XII, 63, 207-9, 280 f.; 334-51; 

XIII, 139 f.; 147-9; visible only 
by grace, XII, 336; His pre¬ 
eminence disputed, III, 49; VII, 
201; XIII, 139 f., his yoga sleep, 

III, 203; slayer of the demon 
Madhu, III, 203; incarnations, 
III, 272; VI, 28-30; XII, 209,339, 
347; thousand names, XIII, 149; 
cf. XII, 342; hymn to, III, 201; 
cf. Narayana, Hari, Krishna, 
Vasudeva. 

VlTAHAVYA. Ksh. who became a 
B. by a Brahman’s word, XIII, 
30. 

Vritra. Danava, obstructor of rain, 
demon of drought; opponent of 
Indra, XIV, 11-3; slain by Indra, 
V,9ff.; XII, 281; although he lost 
Svarga, he attained the Brahma- 
state, XII, 279 f.; type of all 
national enemies, and of internal 
foes, XIV, 11. 

V91SHADARBHA. K. of Kaii (= U^i- 
nara, q.v. = Sibi), gives life to 
save a pigeon. III, 130,197; XIII, 
32. 

V^iSHAPARVA. ]R. living near 
Mount Kailfisa, III, 158 f., 177. 
V^iSHisii. The Yadava clan to which 
Kfishpa belonged; they slay one 
another, XVI, 1. 
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Veda. B. Pupil of Ayoda and 
teacher of Uttanka, I, 3. 

Vai^ampAyana. Narrator of MBh., 
I, 59 f.; XIV, 91; XVIII, 6. 

VyAsa. R. S. Satyavati by Para^ara, 
born on an island, hence called 
Dwaipayana, I, 63; raises up 
offspring for his half-brother, and 
so F. Dhrit., Pan^u and Vidura, 
101-6; confirms Draupadi's mar¬ 
riage, 193; warns Yudh. of im¬ 
pending disaster, II, 46; prevents 
plot of Dury. to kill the Ps., Ill, 
7 ff.; visits Ps., 259 ff,; teaches 
Yudh. pratismritif 36; advises 
Dhrit., V, 67; imparts invisibility 
to Sanjaya and describes the 
omens, VI, 1, 2. Visits Yudh. in 
battle to console him, VII, 52 ff.; 
foretells victory in five days, 180; 
explains failure of Agneya weapon, 
201; instructs his son Suka, XII, 
231 ff., 321, 323 ff.; exonerates 
Yudh. of guilt, XII, 7-36; his 
relation to Narayana, 340; averts 
harm from aishika dart, X, 13; 
assures an insect that it will rise to 
Brahmahood, XIII, 117 ff.; talks 
with Maitreya, 120 ff.; advises 
horse sacrifice, XIV, 1; grants 
vision of deceased relatives; XV, 
29 ff.; consoles Arj., XVI, 8; 
composer of MBh., I, 1; XVIII, 
5; and therefore no other than 
Narayapa, XII, 36. 

g 

Sakuni. S. Gandhara K., plans the 
gambling match, II, 48; slain in 
battle, IX, 28. 

iSakuntalA. Dr. of Visvamitra and 
MenakI, adopted by Kapva, weds 
Dushyanta, I, 68-74. 

Sakra. Indra, q.v. 

Samp Aka. Attained peace through 
detachment, XII, 176. 


SarmishthA. Maid and consort of 
Yayati, and M. the YSdavas, I, 
78-83. 

Salya. K. of the Madras; brother 
of Pandu’s wife Madri, gives army 
to Dury. and sympathy to Ps., V, 
8-18; VI, 43; becomes Karna's 
charioteer and quarrels with him, 

VIII, 31-45; fourth commander 
of Kauravas; slain after half day, 

IX, 1-8. 

SAndilI. B. On marks of a virtuous 
woman, XIII, 123. 

Santanu. =Mahabhisha, K. of 
Lunar Dynasty, F. Bhishma; 
weds (1) Ganga, (2) Satyavatl, I, 
94-100. 

Sarngikas. Bird offspring of fishi, 
I, 229. 

Salva. Daitya, lord of aerial city 
Saubha, brother of Si^upala; be¬ 
sieges Dwaraka, slain by Krishpa, 
III, 12-23. 

SiKHAi^piN. = Amba, Dr. of Dru- 
pada, but after self-immolated 
reborn as a man, V, 173-92, 
brings about death of Bhishma, 
VI, 107-20; slain, X, 8. 

SiBi. ==Usinara, q.v.; more meri¬ 
torious than Narada, III, 194,197. 

Siva. ==Mahadeva, co-ordinate 
with Brahma and Vishnu. 

His two aspects, XIII, 160 f.; (1) 
gracious (‘Siva*), VII, 20, 202; 
VIII, 33,86; XII, 153; (2) austere 
(Rudra, Kara, Sthanu), the Great 
Yogin, VI, 6; XII, 327; XIII, 
141; invoked before slaughter, II, 
16; 111,272; VII, 72,193; X,l; 
XI, 17; assists warriors, VII, 202; 

X, 17; haunts cemeteries, XIII, 
139. 

His four faces, three eyes, blue 
neck, PS^upata weapon, etc., I, 213; 
III, 37; V, 35; XII, 343; XIII, 
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140; is worshipped through linga 
(‘ever-chaste,’ XIII, 161) and ^ata- 
rudriya, VII, 81, 201 f.; XIII, 160. 

His famous deeds: swallowed 
poison, 1,18; caught Ganges in his 
hair. III, 108 f.; broke up Daksha’s 
horse sacrifice and blinded Bhaga, 
III, 44; X, 17; XII, 283; XIII, 
160; broke Indra’s arm, ib.; con¬ 
sumed Kama with his eye; 
destroyed Tripura, VIII, 38 f.; 
revived a dead child, XII, 153; 
humbled Mankanaka, 111,83; IX, 
38; fought Arj. as Kirata, and 
gave him weapons. III, 38-40,161; 
had Brahma for his charioteer, 
VIII, 31; discoursed with Uma, 
XIII, 141-5; Arundhati, IX, 48; 
and Brahma,XI1,350; told Daksha 
of Pa^upata religion, XII, 284; 
granted a vision of himself to 
Krishna and others, XIII, 14-16; 
III, 82; X, 6; VII, 80; XIII, 14. 

The chief Saiva passages are: 

VII, 201; X, 6,17f.; XIII, 14-8, 
139-61; in these Siva is regarded 
as the Eternal Brahman, and God of 
gods, and is acknowledged as such 
by Narayana, VII, 201 f.; XIII, 
14-18; see I^Sna. Hymns of adora¬ 
tion to him, III, 39; VII, 81,201; 

VIII, 33; IX, 38; X,7; XII, 284; 
XIII, 15; his thousand names, 
VII, 202; XII, 284 f.: XIII, 17. 

Si^upAla. K. of the Chedis, brother 
of Salva, general of Jarasandha; 
disputed Kfishpa’s pre-eminence, 
enumerated and denounced his 
misdeeds, and was slain by him, 
II, 14, 29, 34-45. 

SuKA. Son of Vyasa, instructed by 
his father XII, 231-55; surpasses 
his father and attains emancipa¬ 
tion, XII, 323-33. 

SvKRA, » U^anas, q.v. 


Saunaka. (1) Descendant of Bhrigu, 
at whose sacrifice in Naimisha 
MBh. was recited, 1,1, 4, 5. 

(2) Indrota Saunaka, instructs 
‘Janamejaya of old* (!) on expia¬ 
tion of sin, XII, 150. 

SrI. Goddess of wealth and pros¬ 
perity; incarnate in DraupadI, I, 
147; XVIII, 4. 

Sveta DvIpa. The White Island, 
XII, 335-44; 

S 

Samvaraijia. K., F. Kuru by Tapati, 
I, 94,171 f. 

Sam^aptakas. Sworn die-hard 
warriors, VII, 17 ff.; VIII, 16 £f., 
47. 

Sagara. K. of Ayodhya, III, 106 f. 

Sankarshana. Form of Narayana, 

XII, 339. 

Sanjaya. *Suta* (bard) of Dhpt.: 
sent on mission to Ps., V, 20-32; 
discourses with Dhfit., 32, 67 ff.; 
claims spiritual insight through 
bhakti, V, 69; receives power to 
witness the battle unseen, VI, 2; 
and reports its progress, VI, 4-X, 
9; retires to forest with Dhj-it., 
XV, 15-18; his death, 37. 

Satya. B. Offered only mental 
sacrifices, XII, 272. 

SatyabhAmA. W. Krishna, III, 233. 

Satyavat. Husband of Savitri, III, 
293 f.; pleads against capita] 
punishment, XII, 267. 

SatyavatI. W. Santanu, and 
M. Vyfisa by Par§4ara, I, 100 ff.; 
after PSpijiu’s death, retired to 
forest and died there, 128. 

SanatsujAta. Ever-youthful rishi; 
discourses on Brahma-vidyA, V, 
41,46. 

Saptarshayas. The seven rishis, 
variously named, 1,123; XII, 336; 

XIII, 93. 
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SaptasarasvatI. Tirtha, IX, 38. 

Samanga. Attained peace through 
detachment, XII, 286. 

SampAka. Attained peace through 
detachment, XII, 176. 

SaramA. The bitch of the gods, 
cursed Janamejaya, I, 3. 

Sarasvata. R. Recovered know¬ 
ledge of the Veda, IX, 51. 

SarasvatI. (1) River, disappearing 
at intervals in its course, with 
many tirthas on its banks. III, 82, 
130; IX, 37; XIII, 155; enters the 
ocean at Prabhasa, IX, 35; appears 
at different rivers when invoked, 
IX, 38; praised, IX, 42, 54. 

(2) Goddess, invoked at begin¬ 
ning of epic, I, 1; instructs Tark- 
shya, III, 186. 

Sahadeva. Twin son, with Nakula, 
of theAsvins; birth, 1,214; death, 
XVII, 2. 

SAtyaki. =Yuyudhana, q.v. 

SAtvata. (1) A tribe, V, 193; (2) 
a religion, VI, 66; XII, 299, 336, 
348. 

SAvitrI. (1) W. Satyavat, whom she 
rescued from Yama, III, 293-9; 

(2) a Vedic mantra, XIII, 150; 

(3) verses by Vyasa on the moral 
lessons of the epic, XVIII, 5. 

SItA. Dr. Janaka; consort of Rama, 
III, 273 ff. 

SuNDA. Daitya, brother of Upasunda; 
their dissension, I, 208-12. 

SubhadrA. Sister of Krishpa; W. 
Arj., 1,219 f. 

SumanA. Hears Sandili’s account 
of a virtuous woman, XIII, 123. 

SulabhA. Female mendicant; in¬ 
structed Dhapnadhvaja, XII, 320. 

SOta. (1) Name of an inferior caste, 
rV, 14-6; V, 23; (2) name of a 
profession, bard, charioteer (cf. 
Sauti), III, 236; (3) epithet of 


Sanjaya, Ugra^ravas, Lomahar- 
shana and Kar^. 

SOrya. == The Sun, all-seeing, III, 
76; invoked in hymn, gives Drau- 
padi an inexhaustible bowl. 111, 3; 
F. Karoa, q.v.; a world attained 
through the unchha vow, XII, 357. 

Soma. (1) The Moon, its phases, 
IX, 35; III, 223 f.; XII, 342; (2) 
= ambrosia, ampita, I, 30; III, 
123; (3) scarce plant. III, 35, (1. 
33); IX, 36. 

Sauti. — ‘Son of the Suta,* viz. 
Lomaharshana, epithet of Ugra- 
iravas, reciter of MBh. to Saunaka, 
I, 59; XVIII, 5; see page 5. 

SaudAsa. = Kalmashapada, pupil of 
Gautama, cursed to be cannibal; 
the loss and recovery of his queen’s 
ear-rings, XIV, 56; I, 3. 

Skanda. ==Karttikeya, generalissimo 
of the gods, slayer of Taraka and 
Mahisha, III, 223-32; IX, 44-6, 
XII, 84-6. 

SthAnu. = iSiva. 

SthAnutIrtha. IX, 42. 

SyumarA^mi. Jt. Defends the house¬ 
holders’ mode of life, XII, 268-70. 

SvAhA. ~ Flame, consort of Agni, 
M. Skanda, Dr. Daksha, III, 223. 

H 

Hanumat. Aids Rama, III, 280 ff,; 
meets Bhima, III, 146 ff. 

Hari. = Vishriu, q.v. 

HArIta. a muni. Describes the 
life of a sanyasin, XII, 278. 

HastinApura. Capital of Kurus, on 
Ganges, I, 2 f.; named after 
founder, K. Hastin, I, 95; inter¬ 
preted as ‘City of Elephants’, 
hence called also Gajapura, N§ga- 
pura, Gajasahvaya, I, 206; XIV, 
14, 52, 85; XV, 37-9; XVIII, 5. 

HipiMBA. Rakshasa, 1,152 ff. 

HbmakOta. Hill, III, 110. 


104 



INDEX OF SUBJECTS 


The Relation of Man to the Material and 
Spiritual Universe 

Brahma-vidyA. (An attempt to expound the unseen Reality behind things 
seen), III, 210-3; V, 41-6; VI, 28-33 (Gita); XII, 194, 201-6 (similes); 
226-55, 285; XIV, 20-34, 

SAnkhya Psychology. (An ‘enumeration’ of the constituents of human 
nature), VI, 27; XII, 182 f., 236-9; 246-9 ; 310-8; XIV, 36 ff. 

Yoga. (A self-discipline for ‘union* of the individual soul with the 
Universal Soul), VI, 26-30; XII, 195, 210-7, 240, 246-9; XIII, 38; 
XIV, 29, 33. 

Powers Acquired by YogAbhyAsa. Telepathy, XII, 46; transcending the 
body, XII, 265; entering another’s body, XII, 320; expelling arrows, 
XIII, 168; ecstatic states—turiya, XII, 45; praya, III, 249-51; VII, 144, 
192; X,ll; XII, 27; XIV, 80. 

Relation of SAnkhya to Yoga. XII, 300-8. 

Conceptions of Deity 

Various Cults and Systems Named. Satvata, XII, 336, 348 ; called 
£k§nta, XII, 348 f.; identified with Pancharatra, XII, 336; PSsupata, XII, 
284; Krishpa-bhakti, VI, 31 ff., 42; XIII, 16. 

Jainas and Buddhists, though not named, may be alluded to under the 
terms ‘yati*, XIV, 28, and ‘ bhikshu,’ XII, 65; cf the Jaina teaching of, 
XII, 263 (verse 47 f.). 

One God Above All Others. XII, 334-6, 350 f.; Ill, 31, 133; VI, 28 ff. 
Unique, III, 133; undefinable, XII, 335; invisible, XII, 64, 350; except 
by bhakti, VI, 35; dwelling in the heart, I, 74; V, 44; XII, 73; XIV, 26; 
speaking with invisible voice, I, 74; XII, 64, 350 (cf. XIV, 90; XII, 340). 
Variously named, although one, VI, 31; VIII, 33; XII, 351. 

Appealed to as Providence, or Justice, or Helper in distress, although 
under many names, such as: l4vara, I^ana, Dhatfi, Svayambhu, Prapita- 
maha. III, 27-32; XII, 223; Hari, II, 68; NfirSyana, XII, 334 ff.; Rudra, 
XII, 73; Dharma, XV, 28, etc. Even when the terms used are those of a 
sect, the thought is henotheistic. 

BrahmA, ViSHiyu, Siva, See Index of Names. They sacrifice and perform 
austerities, V, 40; XII, 340, 343-6. 

Theophanies. Rudra, III, 82 (adfinX X, 6; XIII, 14; MahSdeva VII, 80; 
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Krishna, V, 131; VI, 35; XII, 51; XIV, 55; Devas; see Index of Names 
under Indra and Dharma. 

Malignant Powers. See Kali and Matris 


Worship and Religious Rites 

Rites without virtue are vain, III, 82, 200. Faith (^raddha) makes any rite 
effective, XII, 263 f.; VI, 33. 

Hymns of Adoration. To Vishnu, III, 201; Narayatia, VI, 65, 68; XII, 
338; Krishna, III, 263; VI, 35; XII, 43, 51; Vasudeva, XII, 47; XIII, 
158; &va, III, 39; XII, 284; Mahadeva, VII, 80 f.; VIII, 33; IX, 38; X, 
7; XIII, 17; Rudra, VII, 201; Durga, IV, 6; VI, 23; Skanda, III, 232; 
Surya, III, 3; Agni, II, 31; Alvins, I, 3; Sarasvatl river, IX, 42, 54, 58; 
Mount Mandara, III, 42. Cf. H 5 min on Forgiveness, III, 29. 

Private Worship. Japa (recitation of Vedic texts), XII, 53, 196, 199; 
sandhya-vandana, XII, 58; prayer for help in distress, I, 9; II, 68; III, 
263; IV, 15. 

Temples. Ill, 77; V, 152; VI, 112; XII, 141, 193; XIV, 70. Worship of 
images in temples—Thirty-three gods. III, 214; gods and goddesses, IV, 
67; Siva, III, 39; Drona, I, 132 (cf. picture of JarS, II, 18); the idols 
tremble or laugh, VI, 2, 112; pradakshipa, XII, 193; XIII, 23; temple 
puja. III, 79, 214; IV, 67; XIV, 70; linga puja, VII, 201; courtesans 
(ganika), IV, 67. 

Festivals. Jatra, I, 143; IV, 13; XIV, 59; XVI, 2, 3-—occasions of 
intemperance. 

Pilgrimages. Tirtha-yatra—Tirthas enumerated. III, 80-90; IX, 35-54; 

XIII, 25; specially meritorious ones, III, 83-5; XII, 152; only of use 
to the virtuous, III, 82; Manasa-tirtha, XIII, 108. 

Austerities. (Tapas), III, 12, 38, 167, 187, 217, 275; especially for Brah¬ 
mans, XII, 32; its wonderful fruits, X, 16; XII, 161. 

Fasts, XIII, 103-10. 

Religious Vows. Chandra-vrata, XIII, 110; unchha vrata, XII, 363, 

XIV, 90. 

Personal Vows. Of benevolence, virtue or service, II, 46; III, 275, 290, 
2%, 310; V, 172, 192; VIII, 69; of vengeance, II, 68-80; III, 257; IV, 
67; VII, 72; IX, 64 f.; of starvation. III, 249 ff., 282; X, 11; a rash vow, 
VIII, 69. 


Sacrifices 

Sacrifices. Surpass all other rites for all castes, but vain without virtue, 
XII, 60, 79; XIV, 90; nourish the gods. III, 128; V. 16; X, 18; very 
numerous, I, 94; III, 208; sometimes long-continued, I, 1; XIV, 92; 
involve costly dakshina to Brahmans, III, 82, 255; XII, 79, 105, 165; 
XIV, 3 ff.; the duty of kings, XII, 12, 20. Even the gods sacrifice, XII, 
340, 343-6. 
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Objects sought. Virtue XII, 272; svarga, XII, 268; vengeance. III, 251; 
merit, V, 13; XII, 49; XIV, 90-2; value depends on motive, XIV, 91 f. 

Special Sacrifices. Rajasuya (coronation), II, 12-45; Vaishnava, III, 
255; horse sacrifice (hegemony). III, 107, 291; XII, 336; XIV, 72-92; 
snake sacrifice, I, 51-8; XV, 35; human sacrifice, II, 14, 15, 22; III, 
127 f.; XIV, 3. 

Animal Sacrifice. Reconciled with ahimsa, I, 118; III, 208; XII, 272; 
XIII, 115; XIV, 28, 91, 

Bloodless Sacrifices. Vegetable, XII, 272, 277; XIV, 91 f.; mental sacri¬ 
fice, IX, 36; XII, 263; XIV, 92; ethical sacrifice surpasses all others, 
III, 313; XII, 263; XIV, 90. 

Metaphorical Sacrifices. Battle, a sacrifice. III, 256; V, 141; XII, 98; 
yoga, a sacrifice to Brahman, VI, 28. 

Bali, the unburned (ahuta) daily offering to all beings, XIII, 99. 

Soma. Plant, IX, 36; drink. III, 123; =amrita, I, 30; metaphorical. III, 
313. 


Death and the Hereafter 

Origin of Death, VII, 52-4; XII, 256 ff.; due to Karma, XIII, 1 f. 
Nature of Death —the soul passes, but does not die, XI, 3; XII, 185 ff., 
218. 

How the Dead Pass, III, 293; VII, 192; VIII, 91; XIII, 168. 
Revivification of the Dead, I, 76; III, 298; VII, 71; XII, 31, 153; 
XV, 34. 

Vision of Deceased, XV, 29 f., 34 f. 

Honours Paid to Deceased —funeral rites and sraddhas, 1,126 f.; XI, 26; 

XIII, 168; XIV, 14; XV, 11-4, 37-9. 

Whither have the Deceased Gone ? 

(a) Variouslyt acc. to Deeds and Karmay III, 209; V, 27, 40; XI, 26; 
XII, 73, 297,317,322; XIII, 102,107,143 f.; XIV, 17. 

{b) Svarga {Paraloha) Descnbedy I, 89; III, 42 f., 168, 261; XI, 30; 
XII, 99, 190, 192, 218 f., 317, 322; XIII, 8, 142; reunion there, X, 9; 
XVII, 3; impermanent. III, 198,209,261; XII, 279; comparatively a hell, 
XII, 198. 

How obtained. By merit. III, 200; VIII, 69; IX, 58; XII, 75 f., 129; 
by death in battle, VI, 26,88; VIII, 84; XI, 2, 26; XII, 97 fif.; XIII, 117; 
by Krishna bhakti, VI, 31 f.; by sacrifice, XII, 268. 

(c) Brahma^Loka-non-Materialy II, 11; III, 163; XII, 161, 175 (‘in 
the heart *)• 

(d) Rebirths, VI, 30 (ad fin.) ; XIII, 9.117-9; XIV, 16 ff. 

(e) Moksha, or the Brahma State, III, 261; VI, 27-9; XII, 46-160, 219, 
332 f.; how attained. III, 209; VI, 27, 29, 31 ff., 42; XII, 181, 275, 299, 
320, 352 ff.; XIV, 19, 51. 

Fate of the Childless, 1,13,45; III, 96; contra, XII, 175. 

Fate of the Wicked, III, 128; XII, 73; XVIII, 2. 
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The non-Dying— Yudhishthira, XVII, 3; siddhas and sSdhyas, VI, 7; 
XII, 15; XIV, 16; fibhus, III, 261; p^his, XIV, 51; rishis reappear on 
occasion, V, 41; XIII, 26; XIV, 14. 

Ethical Teaching 

General Precepts for the virtuous life, XII, 290 f., 309; V, 33 ff. No rites 
effective without good character—which makes the true Brahman, true 
sacrifice, true tirtha^ etc., Ill, 52,200,2%; XII, 299; XIII, 108. By sinful 
acts the character is depraved, and the sinner slays himself. III, 207, 
Virtue the only friend beyond the grave, XIII, 111. Where virtue is, there 
is victory, XI, 14. 

SanAtana Dharma sometimes denotes the eternal moral law, XII, 262 
(verse 5); sometimes only orthodox traditional custom, XII, 261 f.; includes 
duties incumbent upon all men, and duties dilBfering according to caste, 
etc., XII, 60,123, 261 f.; XIII, 11, 13, 106. 

The Golden Rule (atmaupamya), XII, 292; XIII, 113. 

Altruism and Self-sacrifice, I, 9, 93,100, 110; III, 127, 297; V, 40; XII, 
143 ff.; XIII, 5, 32; XVII, 3. 

Conscience, I, 74; III, 207. 

Truthfulness, 1,74, 93,108,197f., 207; II, 21, 64, 68; V, 35, 40, 62; XII, 
162 f., 190, 199; XIII, 23. 

Falsehood, when Permissible, I, 82; III, 52, 209; VII, 190, 192, 196; 
VIII, 69; XII, 109,140; XIII, 23. 

Forbearance (Dama) and Forgiveness (Kshama), versus Anger, I, 42, 79, 
87, 176 f.; Ill, 27 ff„ 206, 242 f., 297, 313; V, 33, 40, 63; VII, 52 f.; X, 7; 
XI, 14; XII, 161 f., 262; XIV, 90; Hymn on Forgiveness, III, 29; 
Ruthlessness commended, I, 132, 140; V, 38; VI, 178 ff.; XII, 140. 

Gratitude and Friendliness, XII, 168. 

Respect for Elders, gurus, etc., 1,1; VI, 43,107; XII, 105,108,129. 

AhimsA (non-injury), XII, 259-72, 277; XIII, 114 ff.; relation to animal 
sacrificing, XII, 268 ff.; XIV, 28; hunting and meat-eating allowed, 
III, 207 ff.; XIII, 114-16; XIV, 91 f.; deer hunting, III, 258; the cow 
even is food, III, 314, verse 86 . 

Concentration and Self-Mastery, 1,134 f.; XII, 46, 250,261; XIII, 93. 

Renunciation of the World (tyaga, sanyasa), I, 91; III, 209, 373; XII, 
179, 270, 278; XIV, 32, 35 ff. 

Detachment of Mind, III, 2; VI, 26-30, 35 f.; XII, 220 ff., 286 ff., 276; 
XIV, 33, 47. 


Problems of Life 

SamsAra (mundane existence), a river to be crossed, XII, 250; a forest, XI, 
4-6; XIV, 27. 

The Four Goals of Human Effort— duty, wealth, pleasure, emancipa¬ 
tion, XII, 59,123, 167, 271; XIV, 13. 
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Man’s Dual Nature (charioteer with two horses), III, 2, 210 ff.; V, 34 
(verse 59); XIV, 51. 

Sin and Expiation, I, 74, 207; III, 181, 207; XII, 7, 32 f., 158 f., 165, 
292; V, 12; XIII, 57, 165; personal responsibility, XII, 153 (verse 38). 

Penitence with Confession Cleanses the Heart, III, 206; XIII, 112 
(verses 5~7). 

Conversion from Worldliness to a Higher Life, XII, 179, 321. 

Prosperity and Adversity, to What Due, III, 27, 183, 193; V, 159; XII, 
28; 32 f., 112, 130, 137; XIII, 6; compensation hereafter. III, 183; con¬ 
solation and encouragement. III, 1 f.; V, 9-18; VII, 52 f., 55 ff. 

Authority of Custom, I, 113 (verses 9-12); III, 207 ff., and of Sastras, 
XII, 28. 

Asceticism versus householder’s life, XII, 268-75. 

Exertion versus passivity. XII, 112, 130, 137; XIII, 6. 

Suicide, III, 252 (verse 2); XII, 180. 

Sexual Temptation. No god free except Brahma, I, 85; incontinence 
among fishis, II, 11; evil results, I, 96, 102, 119; the remedy, fixing the 
mind on Brahma, I, 85; XII, 214; continence, XIII, 19-21. 

Intemperance: Origin of Strong Drink, I, 18; use forbidden, I, 76 
III, 88; XVI, 1; prevalent at jatras, XVI, 1-3; evil effects, I, 150, 214; 
XVI, 2. 

Gambling, II, 50, 56, 58 ff.; Ill, 5, 13, 59 f.; IV, 18, 67; V, 37, 128; XII, 
124. 

Infatuation. See Kali. 

Women, Marriage, Parenthood 

Women always Dependent, V, 176. 

Marriage. Kinds of, 1,73,102,221,293; V, 173 ff.; XIII, 44-7. Forbidden 
unions, I, 77; levirate, I, 101, 103-5, 120, 124; inter-caste, I, 29, 64, 81, 
103-5; XII, 30,49; polygamy, 1,122; polyandry, I, 195; II, 31 (verse 37); 
monogamy recent, 1,122 f.; no remarriage, 1,158; III, 295; svayamvaras, 
I, 102, 188 ff., 198 f.; Ill, 57; V, 173. 

Wives —Virtues, faithfulness of, I, 74; II, 72; III, 293; XIII, 123; rights 
of, I, 74; duties of, I, 122; III, 205 f., 233, 297; XIII, 123, 146. 

Widowhood, I, 121, 128; XV, 25; Sahagamana, I, 95, 125; IV, 23; XV, 
32, 37, 39; XVI, 7. 

Concubinage, Slave-Girls, I, 122; II, 31, 33 (1. 53), 49 (verse 17). 

Inheritance, Laws of, XIII, 45, 47; through sister’s son, VIII, 44. 

Celibacy, 1, 13, 100, 103. 

Children, valued, I, 74; disregarded by the Jnani, XII, 213; infanticide, 
1,96,98,99, 111; II, 62. 

Diseases of Women and Children, III, 223-30. 

The Four Castes 

Origin. All men were Brahmans in Kj-ita Age, I, 81; III, 149; XII, 60; 
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188 f.; rise of mixed castes, XII, 65; XIII, 48 f. Four castes sprang 
from Brahmans limbs, VIII, 32; XII, 72, 2%. 

Real High Caste is by character, not birth, III, 180, 206, 216, 313; XII, 
63, 251; XIII, 143-5. 

Duties of the Four Castes. Ill, 150; XII, 60 ff,, 290 ff.; XIII, 141, 
Relaxations in famine and distress, XII, 28, 141 f.; caste deception, 
XII, 2 f. 38 f. 

BrAhmans. 

Their Special Duties, XII, 60-3, 234 f. 

Their Lofty Claims (greater than gods, kings, parents, etc.), I, 178, 225; 
III, 26-133; V, 91; XII, 60, 70 ff., 341 f.; XIII, 2, 8, 33-6, 141, 151-9; 
‘gods on earth* and owners of the world, XII, 39, 49, 71-4, 132. 

Their Privileges: never to be put to death. I, 28 f., 63; X, 10 ; Brahmani' 
cide inexpiable, I, 163; V, 9 ff.; XIII, 24; property not to be taxed, con¬ 
fiscated or wagered, II, 65; XII, 76, 132, 136; XIV, 89; sole right to 
be purohitas and teachers, V, 41; must receive liberal gifts from all, II, 
33, 35; III, 95,198; XIII, 9, 59-86, 135 ff., et passim. 

Their Wrath and Curse, terrible. III, 290; XII, 38; XIII, 9, 70,101, 
191 f.; anger their greatest enemy. III, 206. 

Kshatriyas. 

Destroyed, and established anew, 1,2,64; III, 117; XII,48 f.; XIV, 29. 

Duties, III, 150, XII, 64 f., 95 ff.; especially to fight, V, 8; VI, 25-7; 
XII, 8-22. 

Besetting Vices —hunting, drinking, gambling, concubinage, II, 68. 

Names of Famous Kings, VII, 56-71; XII, 29. 

SuDRAS. 

Not to be taught by, or prepare food for, higher castes, XIII, 10; 
135 ff.; physicians classed as Sudras, XIII, 135, 

Cases of Double Caste. 

XIII, 3 f., 30-52 ff. 

SuTA Caste. 

I, 138 f.; VIII, 32; XII, 85. 

The Four AiRAMAS 

Described, 1, 91 ; XII, 61 ff., 191 ff., 242 ff., 269, 278 ; XIII, 141 f. ; XIV, 46. 

Brahmacharya, I, 3; Grihastha, XII, 11, 16, 268 f.; XIII, 97. 

VAnaprastha, XII, 9; XIII, 142; XV, 19; Bhikshu, XII, 9, 278. 

Kingcraft 

Duties of Kings, Ministers, etc. See details in Analysis of, XII, 56-139; 
also II, 5; XV, 5-7. 

Law and Order, XII, 15, 69,121 f. 

Taxation, XII, 88, 133,136. 

Prosperous reigns, I, 64, 66, 109 f.; II, 13, 33; XII, 69. 
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Kings who Renounced the World, 1,114,119, 128; XIV, 30; XV, 8~20; 
XVII, 1. 

Warfare 

Conciliation Better than Fighting, XII, 7, 102. 

Armies, I, 2; V, 19, 151 f., 155,164, 195. 

Conduct of War, XII, 95-106, 131; VI, 1. 

Unfair Fighting, VII, 189 f.; IX, 58-64; X, 5; XII, 95-106; XIV, 81. 
Weapons: sword and bow, VII, 189; XII, 166; Ganc^iva, I, 234; VII, 
199; XVII, 1; Krishna’s discus, II, 45; V, 68; X, 12. 

Magical Weapons (i.e. ordinary weapons which by suitable mantras 
become endowed with magical powers), I, 135; VII, 201; X, 13 (e.g. 
Brahma^ira, III, 40; Aindra, VII, 146; Narayana, VII, 199; Brahma, 

V, 184; VII, 26; VIII, 49; Tashtri, VII, 19). 

Their Limitations. Only eflFective once, VII, 172 fF.; only by the pure, 

VIII, 30; X, 15; XVI, 2; inefFective against gods, I, 234; III, 167; VII, 
201; neutralized by counter-mantras, 1,227; V, 180, 184; VII, 29, 98, 
188; VIII, 89; X, 14; not to be wantonly used. III, 40, 175; VII, 92, 
194; X, 12. 

The Great Battle. Permission to fight gurus, VI, 43; forces engaged, 

IX, 8,27; numbers slain, XI, 26 f.; survivors, X, 9; attention to wounded, 
VIII, 63; XII, 95; samsaptakas, VII, 17; fighting by torchlight, XII, 
163fF.; interval for sleep, VII, 184; scene after the battle, XI, 16-25. 

The Material Universe 

Cosmogony: Creation, 1,1, 65-7; evolution and dissolution. III, 188 f.; 

VI, 32 f.; XII, 182-4,207,232 f., 275, 310 fF., 339-49. 

Heavenly Bodies, III, 42,159, 163; VI, 5 fF., 11 fF. 

Seasons, III, 182. 

The Earth, Description of, VI, 5-8,11 f.; rivers, list of, VI, 6; XIII, 146, 
165; Ganges, sacred, XIII, 26; Sarasvatl, IX, 35-54; the Five Rivers and 
Sindhu, VIII, 44. 

Mountains, II, 10; XIII, 146,165; Vindhya, III, 104. 

Himalaya Scenery, I, 120; II, 27 f.; Ill, 27 f., 37 f., 108, 139 fF., 142, 
145 f., 158 fF., 164,176 f.; XII, 327; hymn to. III, 42; Uttara Kuru, VI, 7. 
Ocean, 1,216 f., 25-32; III, 104; churning of, 1,17-9, 

Forests; KSmyaka, III, 36,50,258; Dvaitavana, III, 11, 24, 38, 177; Vai4§- 
khayupa. III, 177; DaD<Jaka, III, 277. 

Desert, 111,177,201,258. 

Chronology and History 

Kalpas, III, 188 fF.; XII, 231 fF., 280, 311 f. 

Yugas, III, 146,149,188-90; IX, 60; XII, 69, 231 fF., 280,311 f. 
Genealogies, 1,1, 65 fF., 75 fF., 94 f., 104; III, 292; XII, 207 f.; XIII, 4. 
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Literary 

Writing Mentioned, I, 1 (vetse 79). 

Vedic Literature. Vedas III, 2 (verses 16-8); XII, 328 et passim\ 
gatarudriya (from Yajur), VII, 81, 202; XII, 161; Atharva, III, 251; 
Aranyakas, V, 175; XII, 19; Upanishads, 111,251; XII, 339; Agamas 
(^astras) generally, V, 69; XII, 28; their authority, XII, 142; XIII, 162. 

Dharma-sOtras. B|:ihaspati, XII, 21, 58 f.; Manu (see Index of Names). 

PurAisias, XII, 208, 339; VSyu, III, 191. 

ItihAsa PurAtana (Ancient Legends), III, 217; V, 133; 55 times in Book 
XII, and 28 times in Book XIII. 

Epic Literature. Valmiki, VII, 143; XII, 207; cf. Ill, 273-92; Maha- 
bharata, I, 1; XIII, 76; XVIII, 5, 6; Bhagavad-gita cited, XII, 348; 
XIV, 16. 

Poems (KAvya)., II, 62; III, 29; XII, 174, 265; XIV, 13. 

Folklore. Jackal and rivals, I, 140; XII, 140; bhulinga bird, II, 41, 
44; bird that vomited gold, II, 62; frog princess. III, 192; fowler and 
birds, V, 64; cat as ascetic, V, 160; crow and swan, VIII, 41; all-observ¬ 
ing crow, XII, 82; virtuous jackal and tiger, XII, 111; lazy camel, 112; 
canes bend, trees break, 113; three fishes, 137; mouse in fourfold danger, 
138; parrot Pujani, 139; self-sacrificing pigeons, 143 ff.; jackal and vulture, 
153; tree and wind, 154 flf.; camel and bullocks, 177; jackal prevents 
suicide, 180; parrot saves life of tree, XIII, 5. 
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